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PREFACE

Asyou therefore have received Christ Jesusthe Lord,
sowalkin Him ... Colossians 2:6

Sincewereceived Christ Jesus our Lord by grace through
faith, the message of Colossians 2:6 is that we live out our
lives by grace through faith.

Yet many believerstestify that their walk in the Christian
life has been better described by the Apostle Paul’s penetrating
guestion to the Galatian believers:

Having begun in the Spirit, are you now being made
perfect by the flesh? Galatians 3:3

Paul’s concern for the Galatians was prompted by some
among them who were teaching one is to live by keeping the
law—not by walking in the Spirit. Paul taught the Galatians
just the opposite—they wereto walk in the Spirit without seek-
ing to keep the law.

In Galatians 5:4b Paul describesin adifferent way the Ga-
latians' change from walking in the Spirit. He writes:

... you have fallen from grace.

Rejecting the life of walking in the Spirit is to fall from
grace. This does not mean losing our salvation. It does mean
missing out on the abundant life that Jesus came to make pos-
sible.

Many believers today admit they have fallen from grace.
They have reduced their walk with God to nothing more than
the keeping of commands.

Many have confessed their inability to have victory over
sinsintheir lives. They admit failurein Christian serviceand a
sense of being second-rate believers.

Living in the Garden of Grace seeks to promote what
the title suggests—Iliving by grace through faith just as we



were saved by grace through faith.

Living in the Garden of Graceis acompanion book to our
Living By Grace—which was the first 52 devotionals placed
on our Web Site in book form. Living in the Garden of Grace
contains over devotionals placed on our Web Site.

Living in the Garden of Grace has been chosen for the
title because theword “ garden” aways bringsto mind thoughts
of nourishment and beauty. The same is true of grace—from
which we never have to depart. The truths of God's word al-
ways bring spiritual nourishment. The message of grace-God
at work in our lives— is a beautiful message. Consider the
words of the Psalmist:

... et the beauty of the Lord our God be upon us, And
establish the work of our hands for us; Yes, establish
the work of our hands. Psalm 90:17

| owe aspecial word of appreciation to Joe W. Howington
who suggested the idea of writing a series of devotionals for
our ministry’s Web Site that would result in materials for a
book. Also, | express gratitude to Mr. Howington, Janie
Kuykendall, Jerry Halbrook, and John Belken who read the
manuscript of Living By Grace and encouraged me to have it
printed in book form.

Also, | am indebted to the following for editing the devo-
tionals before | placed them on the Internet: Joe and Joy
Howington, Dan Barry, and Janie Kuykendall. And my many
thanks to Joe Howington, John Belken, John Barber, Randall
Foster, and Janie Kuykendall who aided in thefinal editing for
thiswork.

| am deeply grateful for Dr. Joe Mosley editing the manu-
script and writing the Foreword. We have used materials from
his Foreword on the back cover to introduce the book.

David Kuykendall



FOREWORD

The young pastor’s little one year old daughter was in
Parkland Children’s Hospital in Dallas, Texas. A “freak” acci-
dent had caused a serious head injury. At the hospital | learned
that shehad improved. | wasrelieved. | had never seenthislittle
onein person, just aproud parent’sphoto. | peered over the sides
of the specialy designed bed and was stunned. This was the
most beautiful little girl 1 can recall ever seeing. Words fail an
accurate picture. Then | was captivated by her smile—at me, a
stranger—but equally memorableare her bright eyesthat reached
out in acceptance. For amoment, | felt special. | mumbled some
kind of response to her parents. They gave me sort of a “we
understand” nod, like, “she seemsto affect everyone like that.”

Her nameis Grace.

| put that tiny infant’s capacity to warm the hearts of all
who encountered her with David Kuykendall’s definition of
God's Grace. “The Grace of God is everything God is—mov-
ing freely toward you, to meet your every need.”

Where | would not attempt to describe the impact of the
visage of atiny innocent girl, David Kuykendall finds, in scrip-
ture, God's Grace to be a trove for endless descriptions and
applications to the Christian life.

In personal conversation he calls this second work “an
update.” What a common term, but perfectly accurate. The
daily news in print and by electronic meansis an ‘update’
on “what’s new?’ This extension of his earlier book Living
By Grace is Kuykendall’s “daily ‘digs’’ into the Word of
God, and heiscarefully laying before our eyes new insights
into the wonders of God's Grace.

You will be captivated as you read “ Living in the Garden
of Grace.”

Dr. Joe Mosley



INTRODUCTION

Living in the Garden of Grace is about freedom—free-
domfrom legalism, freedom from failure and fruitlessness, free-
dom from the power of sin, and freedom from worldliness.

Living in the Garden of Grace is about the power of God
at work in our lives—power for victory over sin and failure,
power in Christian service, and power for fruitfulness. It is
about experiencing the abundant life. It is about being filled
with the Holy Spirit.

Living by grace is living out the new-creation-life. It is
putting off the old man and putting on the new man. Itisliving
out our “union” or “oneness’ with Christ. It is living out the
“law of the Spirit.” It is experiencing crucifixion, burial, and
resurrection. It isliving “the exchanged life.”

Throughout the book we use these several descriptiveterms
to refer to the concept of living by grace.

The first six devotionals set forth the theology of living
by grace. Devotionals seven and eight express how we live by
grace. The remaining ones describe the life of grace and the
blessings that result from it.

Because the truths of the first eight devotionals are basic
to living by grace, throughout the book we revisit their content
again and again.

| suggest devotionals one through eight be read first—in
the order they are placed in the book. The order in which the
remaining devotionals are read is not important.

David Kuykendall
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WHAT ISLIVING BY GRACE?

For sin shall not have dominion over you, for you are
not under law but under grace. Romans 6:14

What does the Apostle mean by the term “under grace?’

One answer involves an understanding of what it means
to be “under law.” On the occasion of their receiving the law,
threetimesthelsraglites said, “What God has said wewill do.”
With that commitment the Israelites were under law. They
vowed to keep the commandmentsin their own strength.

So, inlight of Romans 6:14, being under graceisfreedom
from a commitment to keep the commands of God in one's
own strength.

Themeaning of “under grace” isrevealed in reading chap-
tersfivethrough eight of Romans. Thelifethat Paul describes
in chaptersfive and six as being the life of grace he describes
in chapter eight as “walking in the Spirit.” Being under grace
iswalking in the Spirit.

We were saved by grace through faith. We trusted—God
saved. Being “under grace” means. we trust—God provides.

To be “under grace” isto live out our “in Christ” position
by experiencing our crucifixion, burial, and resurrection.

To be“under grace” isto put off the old man and put on the
new man by experiencing crucifixion, burial, and resurrection.

To be“under grace” isto experience the new-creation life
when old things pass away and all things become new.

To be “under grace” isto live out the exchanged life.
To be“under grace” isto live out “the law of the Spirit.”

In light of the New Testament expressions about life
“under grace, consider the following:
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The grace of God iseverything God is—moving freely
toward you to meet your every need.

Under that all-sufficient umbrella of grace we may live.

POSSIBILITY OF GRACE-LIVING
PICTURED IN ADAM

If we areto understand how to place oursel vesunder grace,
we must begin with a study of Romans 5:12-14. Here Paul
writes:

Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the
world, and death through sin, and thus death spread
to all men, because all sinned ... death reigned from
Adam to Moses, even over those who had not sinned
according to the likeness of the transgression of Adam,
who is a type of Himwho was to come.

Follow the passage. One man, Adam, the head of the hu-
man race, infected the entire human race with sin. He did so
because he first infected himself. Think of “sin” asasin na-
ture. When we were born into the race of Adam, weinherited a
sin nature.

Paul followswith the same reasoning about death. Because
we have been born into the race of Adam, we have his death
problem. We were all born dying.

Having established the truth that Adam is the head of the
human race and infected it with his own problems, Paul ex-

presses a most basic truth about Jesus. At the end of Romans
5:14 he declares Adam to be:

... atype of Himwho was to come.

There is something about Adam that is a picture of Jesus.
Putting this statement in context, you see Paul wants us to un-
derstand two things:
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First, he wants usto look upon Jesus as head of arace just
as Adam is the head of a race. In 1 Corinthians 15:45 Paul
names Jesus “the last Adam.”

Second, he wants us to understand that just as things true
of Adam became true of us when we entered his race, things
true of Jesus become true of us when we entered Hisrace.

In Romans 6:3a Paul writes that we were baptized into
Jesus. In Romans 6:3b-5 he explains that we were crucified,
buried, and resurrected when we were baptized into Jesus. Un-
derstanding our crucifixion, burial, and resurrection is crucial
to living by grace.

THE BELIEVER'SBAPTISM INTO JESUS

Or do you not know that as many of usaswere baptized
into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death?
Romans 6:3

Over and over the New Testament expresses that believers
are“in Jesus.” The expression “in Jesus’ and its equivaents—
“inHim,” “in Whom,” “in Christ Jesus,” etc. are used more of -
ten in the New Testament to describe our salvation than any of
the other terms: justification, redemption, sanctification, etc.

Our baptisminto Jesuswasawork of the Holy Spirit. Read
1 Corinthians 12:12-13a.

For asthe body isone and has many members, but all
the members of that one body, being many, are one
body, so also is Christ. For by one Spirit we were all
baptized into one body ...

Paul declares Christ is one body and the Holy Spirit bap-
tized usinto that one body.

Paul follows his statement about our baptism into Jesus
with expressions of the consequences of that baptism.
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Or do you not know that as many of us as were bap-
tized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death?
Therefore we were buried with Himthrough baptism
into death ... if we have been united together in the
likeness of His death, certainly we also shall bein
the likeness of His resurrection ... Romans 6:3-5

We were baptized into the crucifixion, burial, and resur-
rection of Jesus.

Now we see the significance of the statement of Romans
5:14 that Adam is a type of Jesus. We can sum up the “type’
statement with the following:

Just as things true of Adam, the head of the natural
race, became true of us when we entered his race,
things true of Jesus, the head of the spiritual race,
became true of us when we entered His race.

From Adam we received sin and death. From Jesus we
received crucifixion, burial, and resurrection.

BAPTIZED INTO THE CRUCIFIXION
OF JESUS—PART |

Or do you not know that as many of us as were bap-
tized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death?
Romans 6:3

When we placed our faith in Jesus as Lord and Savior, we
were crucified. There are four features to the believer’s cruci-
fixion. This devotiona introduces two of them.

Our Old Man Was Crucified
...our old manwas crucified with Him ... Romans 6:6

Briefly stated, our old man is the type of person we be-
came by our birth into the race of Adam. We can, then, define
our old man as our sin nature and all it producesin us.
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Our first clue to an understanding of our sin natureisin
Genesis 3:6, just before Adam and Eve ate the forbidden
fruit. The Scriptures say of Eve:

... the woman saw that the tree was ... desirable to
make onewise ...

When Adam and Eve ate the forbidden fruit, they believed
they would become wise. They ate. They believed they were
wise. And that belief—whether conscious or subconscious—
isour sin nature. That isour flesh. Wereceived it by birth into
the human race.

When Paul relatesthe rejection of God by all mankind, he
describes us as:

Professing to bewise ... Romans 1:22

Our sin nature can be described as a “know-it-all atti-
tude.” Thissin natureand all it producesin us, our old man,
iscrucified.

We Died to Sin

How shall we who died to sin live any longer in it?
Romans 6:2

... reckon yourselves to be dead indeed to sin ...
Romans 6:11

We should understand “sin” here as referring to our sin
nature. Think of “reckon” asmeaning “believe.” We areto look
upon ourselves as being dead to our “know-it-all attitude.”

BAPTIZED INTO THE CRUCIFIXION
OF JESUS—PART ||

Other features of our crucifixion are: we died to the law
and we are crucified to the world.
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Wedied tothe Law

... you also have become dead to the law through the
body of Christ ... Romans 7:4

When we died to law at our conversion experience, we
died to living out biblical commands in our own strength and
in our own timing. We died to living by our own man-made
lawsand wedied to living by the onelaw of “doing my best for
Jesus.”

In Romans 8:3 the Apostle Paul makesit clear that when
we engage in law-living, we are doing so in the flesh.

For what the law could not do in that it was weak
through the flesh ...

Galatians 5:24 provides a different expression of the cru-
cifixion of our old man. It reads:

And those who are Christ’s have crucified the flesh
with its passions and desires.

So, when our old man was crucified, we died to the law.
With the flesh out of power we do not engage in law-living.

Being free from law-living, we are free from creating our
own laws, such as determining to read the Bible and pray at a
certain time and for a specific length of time.

When our life is one of responding to God, He can do
and will do through us all that He desires. If the Lord de-
sires, He will give us aschedule for prayer and Bible study.
When we live out God-given schedules, we are not in legal -
ism. We are walking in the Spirit.

WeWere Crucified to the World

But God forbid that | should boast except in the cross
of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whomthe world hasbeen
crucified tome, and | to theworld. Galatians 6:14
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Experiencing our crucifixion to the world and theworld’'s
crucifixion to usresultsin our victory over “worldliness.” The
experience may result in agreater victory than we might have
imagined.

BAPTIZED INTO THE BURIAL AND
RESURRECTION OF JESUS

... As many of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus
were baptized into Hisdeath? Therefore we were bur-
ied with Himthrough baptisminto death ... if we have
been united together in the likeness of His death, cer-
tainly we also shall bein the likeness of Hisresurrec-
tion ... Romans 6:3b-5

Our baptism into Jesus by the Holy Spirit was a bap-
tisminto Hisburial, and resurrection. There are two features
to our burial, and three to our resurrection.

WeWereBuried

Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism
into death, that just as Christ wasraised fromthe dead
by the glory of the Father, even so we also should
walk in newness of life. Romans 6:4

This passage showswe were buried with Jesus as prepara-
tion for our spiritual resurrection.

Also, the message of the burial is that since our old man
was crucified, he was also buried. There is a second lock on
the door to keep our old man out of power.

WeWere Resurrected

The passage quoted above says we were buried so that
we might be raised and walk in newness of life. In Eph-
esians 2:5-6 the Apostle Paul givesthe three features of our
resurrection. He writes:
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... even when we were dead in trespasses, made us
alive together with Christ (by grace you have been
saved), and raised us up together, and made us sit
together in the heavenly placesin Christ Jesus ...

We were “made alive,” “raised up together,” and “seated
together inthe heavenly placesin Christ Jesus.” All of theverbs
are past tense. These three things have already happened..

THE OBEDIENCE THAT PLACES
THE BELIEVER UNDER GRACE

For sin shall not have dominion over you, for you are
not under law but under grace. Romans 6:14

These words immediately follow the five commands for
experiencing crucifixion, burial, and resurrection. Paul is as-
suming the reader’s obedience to them.

Each isacommand either to choose to do something or to
believe something. Before reading the commands and the brief
comments, think about this statement:

There are things true of us in the Christian life that
we will not experience until we believe they are true
of us and choose to experience them.

Command one: “ ... reckon (believe) yourself to be dead to
sinand aliveto God in Christ Jesusour Lord.” Romans 6:11

“Sin” refersto our sin nature, and our sSin natureisa“ know-
it-all attitude.” Wethink we arewise. We areto believe that we
do not havetolive out of our wisdom but may live out of God's
wisdom.

Also, weareto believewearealive unto God, just as Jesus
isalive unto God.

Command two: “ ... do not let sin reign in your mortal
body ...” Romans 6:12
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Thisis a command to give up our own point of view for
God'spoint of view and to resist the efforts of our “know-it-all
attitude” to control our lives.

Command three: “ ... Do not present your membersasin-
struments of unrighteousnessto sin...” Romans 6:13a

We are commanded to refuse to give any part of our
bodies to sin—our sin nature. Our sin nature produces un-
righteousness.

Command four: “ ... present yourselves to God as those
alive fromthedead ...” Romans 6:13b

We are to yield ourselves to God as those who are cruci-
fied, buried, and resurrected.

Command five: “ ... and [present] your members as in-
struments of righteousnessto God.” Romans 6:13c

When we give the parts of our bodies to God, He uses
them to express His righteousness.

Continual obedience to the five commands resultsin con-
tinually living the life of grace.

OUR THORNS—GOD’S GRACE

... athorn in the flesh was given to me, a messenger
of Satan to buffet me, lest | be exalted above measure.
2 Corinthians 12:7b

Whatever the “thorn” was, it was painful enough for Paul
to ask God three times for its removal.

Concerning this thing | pleaded with the Lord three
timesthat it might depart fromme. 2 Corinthians12:8

The Lord responded to Paul’s prayer with an explanation
of the purpose of the thorn.

“My graceissufficient for you ...” 2 Corinthians12:9
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If I canlive by God's grace through obeying the five com-
mands of Romans 6:11-13, why would | need athorn?

We turn again to the Apostle Paul. In Romans 7:24 Paul
indicates his own lapses into law-living by crying:

O wretched man that | am! Who will deliver me from

this body of death?

Paul answers his own question in verse 25.

| thank God—through Jesus Christ our Lord!

These two verses show Paul knew the way out of his
agony—and he knew when he lapsed into law-living.

Paul also knew that his thorn helped keep him in depen-
dence on God—in grace. Our God-given thorns help keep us
in grace.

Paul hasyet another word concerning our need of thethorns.

For Your sake we are killed all day long; We are ac-
counted as sheep for the slaughter. Romans 8:36

The pressure of the thornsisan “al day long” matter. We
need them to keep usin a state of dependence on God.

Learn again from Paul. See how we need to respond to our
thorns. In 2 Corinthians 12:10 he wrote:

| take pleasureininfirmities, in reproaches, in needs,
in persecutions, in distresses, for Christ’s sake. For
when | am weak, then | am strong.

Our “thorns” make usweak in order that we may be strong
by trusting God. So we rejoice because of the thorns,

WALKING ASJESUSWALKED

He who says he abides in Him ought himself also to
walk just as He walked. 1 John 2:6

If we say that we are God'’s children and in fellowship
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with Him, we are to walk as He walked.
In hisgospel, John recorded these amazing words of Jesus.

Do you not believe that | am in the Father, and the
Father in Me? The wordsthat | speak to you | do not
speak on My own authority; but the Father who dwells
in Me does the works. John 14:10

Again, we are amazed by the words of Jesus recorded
in John 5:19.

“ Most assuredly, | say to you, the Son can do nothing
of Himsdlf, but what He seesthe Father do; for what-
ever He does, the Son also does in like manner.”

On several occasions John quotes Jesusindicating Histo-
tal dependence on the Father.

In light of Jesus' testimony that He lived in total depen-
dence on the Father, we also are to do the same.

With the words “meek” and “lowly of heart” in the fa-
mous “yoke” statement recorded in Matthew 11:28-30, Jesus
taught that in the yoke with Him we would learn to be “totally
availableto” and “totally dependent on” the Father.

Living intotal dependence on the Father isto live by grace.
So, when we walk as Jesus walked, we walk in grace.

THE LAW OF THE SPIRIT

For the law of the Spirit of lifein Christ Jesus has
made me free from the law of sin and death. Ro-
mans 8:2

Theterm “law” is used here in the same sense as the law
of gravity. Gravitation is called alaw because thereis never a
variation in its force. Some can remember as children throw-
ing something into theair and saying, “All that goes up isbound
to come down.
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The meaning of “the law of the Spirit,” then, isthat there
is something the Holy Spirit doesfrom which He never varies.

In light of the context of the verse, theterm “life” refersto
the abundant life Jesus said He had come to give believers.
Thewords “of life” can be translated “whichislife.”

Thewords“in Christ” have the meaning of our being “in
union with Christ in crucifixion, burial, and resurrection.”

The verse can then be transl ated:

The law of the Spirit which is abundant life in union
with Christ in crucifixion, burial, and resurrection.

Thelaw of the Spirit isthe Holy Spirit’s continual guid-
ing and prompting of each believer to experience the abun-
dant life.

This means that the Holy Spirit is continually at work in
believersto live out the five imperatives of Romans 6:11-13.

We are not left alone in living out the commands that re-
sult in the abundant life—the life of grace. The Holy Spirit is
our teacher and our prompter in living by grace.

FREEDOM FROM STRUGGLINGWITH GOD

Then Jacob was |eft alone; and a Man wrestled with
him until the breaking of day. Now when He saw that
Hedid not prevail against him, He touched the socket
of his hip; and the socket of Jacob’s hip was out of
joint as He wrestled with him. And He said, “ Let
Me go, for the day breaks.” But hesaid, “ | will not
let You go unless You blessme!” Genesis 32:24-26

Jacob held back the angel until the angel disabled him.
Then he held on for dear life. Are Jacob’s actions familiar
to you?
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Jacob’s experienceillustratesthat our sin nature causes us
to struggle against God’s control of our lives.

We believe we are wise and resent someone elsetelling us
“how to run our own business.”

Perhaps the best explanation of this stubborn struggling
against God is provided by the Apostle Paul in Romans 8:7.

Because the carnal mind isenmity against God,; for it
is not subject to the law of God, nor indeed can be.

The “carnal” mind is the mind of the flesh. Paul implies
that until something is done about our flesh, we will struggle
against God's control of our lives.

The good newsisthat when we experience the crucifixion
of our flesh and God sends the thorns, the struggle goes away.
Rather than holding God back, we hold on to Him.

VICTORY OVER ANGER

Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are:
adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lewdness, idola-
try, sorcery, hatred, contentions, jeal ousies, outbursts
of wrath ...Galatians 5:19-20a

Anger must be the most common sin among believers.
Confession servicesin Christian gatherings almost always re-
veal problems with anger.

There are degrees of anger. At times our anger may be no
more than an irritation in arelationship. At other times anger de-
stroysrelationships. In some casesanger resultsin desth—at times
to the angry person and at timesto the angry person’svictim.

Can a believer have victory over anger? The answer is
lly$.11

Galatians 5:19-20 expresses that anger is a work of our
flesh.



22 Living in the Garden of Grace

Our victory over anger comes as we experience the cruci-
fixion of our flesh.

But there is more good news about the believer’s victory
over anger. Galatians 5:22 declares:

The fruit of the Spirit islove ... longsuffering.

Themeaning of longsuffering is* afar off from anger.” What
athrilling thought: love and longsuffering rather than anger.

Victory over anger is within your grasp as God's child.
Takeit! Rgoiceinit!

BEFILLED WITH THE SPIRIT

Be filled with the Spirit. Ephesians 5:18

In Romans 8:9b the Apostle Paul writes, “Now if anyone
does not have the Spirit of Christ, heis not His.”

TheHoly Spirit residesin all believers. All believers, how-
ever, are not filled with the Holy Spirit. All are not controlled
and empowered by the Spirit. Therefore, the Scriptures com-
mand that all be filled with the Spirit.

The command to be filled with the Spirit is in a verb
tense that indicates continual action. If we continually obey
thiscommand, wewill befilled with the Holy Spirit through-
out each day.

We do not deserve to be filled with the Spirit any more
than we deserved to become God' s child. Thewords*“ befilled”
indicate that the filling is something we receive—not some-
thing we accomplish. So, how do we receive undeserved fill-
ing of God's Spirit?

Jesus said to the woman at the well:

“ ... whoever drinks of the water that | shall give him
will never thirst. But the water that | shall give him
will become in him a fountain of water springing up
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into everlasting life.” John 4:14
The Holy Spirit has been seeking to fill us from the very
moment we received Jesus as Lord and Savior.

The Spirit yearns to fill us—and we long to be filled.
Then why are we not filled? Galatians 5:17 provides the
answer.

The flesh lusts against the Spirit ...

The barrier is our flesh. Remove the barrier of the flesh
and receive the filling of the Spirit. Obey the five commands
of Romans 6:11-13.

Enjoy the abundant life and become theinstrument of God
to aneedy world by continually being filled with the Spirit.

STOPWORRYING!

In His sermon on the mount Jesus said:

... do not worry about your life, what you will eat or
what you will drink; nor about your body ... Therefore
do not worry about tomorrow ... Matthew 6:25, 34

In Philippians 4:4 Paul encourages hisreadersto “Be anx-
ious for nothing ...”

Areyou aworrier? Most of usare. And we may feel that it
isimpossible to stop worrying.

Many admit that worry dishonors the Lord and damages

their Christian influence. Most of us know that worry is not
good for our own mental, spiritual, and physical health.

Thereis hope for change.

Congder this worry is the result of thinking certain things
should happen while circumstancesindicatethey will not happen.

So, if we could be free from our view of what should hap-
pen by experiencing the crucifixion of our “know-it-all atti-
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tude,” wewould have nothing to worry about. Such freedomis
available.

Let us admit we worry because we think we know what
should happen. Let us admit our flesh is the reason we think
we know what should happen. Let uslive out the new-creation
life.

SHOULD BELIEVERSKEEPTHE
TEN COMMANDMENTS?

The answer to the questionis“No” and “ Yes.” TheApostle
Paul explains. In Romans 7:9 Paul declares:

“| was alive without the law once, but when the com-
mandment came, sin revived, and | died.”

The commandment he speaks of is the tenth: “ Thou shalt
not covet ...” In the larger context, Paul testifies that he was
filled with all manner of covetousness when he tried to keep
the tenth commandment.

TheApostleisarguing against believers attempting to keep
the commandmentsin their own strength. The effort resultsin
“death.” Here he speaks of the emotional and spiritual death of
failure, guilt, and feelings of inferiority.

Should abeliever attempt to keep the ten commandments?
Paul says, “No!” Wewill keep them only by living out of God’s
resources.

Romans 8:3 says that God sent Jesus to condemn sin in
the flesh. Then in verse four he writes:

... that the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled
inus, who walk not after theflesh, but after the Spirit.

Yes, believers should keep the righteousness of the law.
But notice the passive in the words “... that the righteousness
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of the law might be fulfilled in us.”

The Holy Spirit lives out the righteousness of the law
through us aswe live by grace.

GUIDANCE FOR THE DAY

TheLord has plansfor each day of our lives. If weliveout
those plans, we will have days of honor for the Lord, filled
with blessings for others, and fulfillment for ourselves. How
can we live out those plans? Proverbs provides an excellent
starting place:

Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean
not unto thine own understanding. In all thy ways
acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths.
Proverbs 3:5-6

Remember the revealing words of Ephesians 2:10:

For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus
unto good works, which God hath before ordained
that we should walk in them.

When the Bible speaks of our being “led by the Spirit,” it
impliesthat the Spirit will be talking to us throughout the day.
Our placeisto listen and respond to His leading.

Try it! Jesus said that His sheep know His voice. Believe
Heistalking to you. Believe you can know Hisleading.

Then, “Go with what you get.” Let us spend each day do-
ing what we believe God is leading us to do at the moment.
Our day will bring honor to God; it will bring blessing to oth-
ers; it will bring fulfillment to us. And we will learn a little
more about knowing and doing the will of God.

A walk like the one just described is a growing experi-
ence. Every day we will misinterpret how God is leading in
certain circumstances. But we will missthe mark lessand less
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aswe continueto do throughout each day what we believe God
isleading usto do.

GOD'SMIRACLE WORKERS

One of the most significant promisesin the entire Bibleis
Jesus' promise that some of His followers would be miracle
workers. John 14:12 records the promise:

“Verily, verily, | say unto you, He that believeth on
me, the worksthat | do shall he do also; and greater
works than these shall he do; because | go unto my
Father.”

The word trand ated “ believeth” isin averb tense of con-
tinual action. He speaks of those who continually live in de-
pendenceon Himin every areaof their lives. Tolive by faithis
tolive by grace. So the promiseisto those who choose and live
the life of grace.

Examine the promise. Jesus said the one person, not the
masses, who lives by grace will do the type of works He did.
Then He added that the works of that one person will be greater
works than His. Jesus concluded with:

“ ... because | goto My Father.”

In John 16:7 Jesus explainswhy thosewho believein Him
will do greater worksthan Hisworks. Heis going to the Father
and sending the Holy Spirit. He says:

“Itisto your advantagethat | go away; for if I do not
go away, the Helper will not come to you; but if |
depart, I will send Himto you.”

The presence and work of the Holy Spirit make the differ-
ence. The healing of a person that is spiritually crippled is a
greater miraclethan the healing of one whose body iscrippled.

Almost exclusively, Jesus did His miracles with words.



Living in the Garden of Grace 27

The person who livesin grace will do miracles with words.
As we tell the spiritually dead about the death, burial, and
resurrection of Jesus, those who respond will be spiritually
raised from the dead.

When wetell the spiritually deaf, lame, leprous, and blind
believersof their own crucifixion, burial, and resurrection, those
who respond will experience spiritual healing.

We are called to a great work!

PRAYING WITH RESULTS

Now thisis the confidence that we have in Him, that if
we ask anything according to His will, He hears us
And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we
know that we have the petitions that we have asked of
Him. 1 John 5:14-15

According to this verse, getting answersto our prayersis
possibly not as difficult as we may think.

Consider afew basicsfor having ahighly productive prayer
life. We must be in communion with God through repentance
and confession of our sins. We must have faith in God. We
must believe the prayer promises of the Scriptures.

Furthermore, we must understand that there are some
prayers God is not going to answer. On the other hand, we
must understand there are some things God is not going to do
until someone asks Him.

If al thebasicsarein place, we need only to ask Himto do
the things He wants to do.

God knows all things about all people! God cares! God is
able! Let us permit God to breathe to us His desires for our
prayers and then we breathe them back to Him. These are
prayersthat bring results.
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When we stay inthelife of grace, wewill alwaysbeinthe
best position for God to revea His desires for our prayers.

In thisquiet moment, obey the commandsfor livingin grace
and then wait for God to breathe to you Hiswords of guidance.

BETTER HEALTH—MORE ENERGY!

But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the
dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ from the
dead will also give lifeto your mortal bodiesthrough
His Spirit who dwellsin you. Romans 8:11

A lady telling of her heart attack said her doctorstold her
there was no physical reason for it. She added, “I had a heart
attack because | resented God for the death of my husband.”

The medical world gives evidence that negative emotions
such as anger, hate, and resentment create health problems.

Some of God's children havetestified that anger, hate, bit-
terness, fear, jealousy, and worry drain away 50 percent to 90
percent of the energy anight’srest had stored in them.

Activities not led by the Spirit of God drain our energy.
Decision making drains us of energy.

In our reference verse, Paul, speaking of the Holy Spirit,
uses the words “dwellsin you” rather than “fillsyou.” We are
filled with the Holy Spirit—Who gives life to our mortal bod-
ies—when we experience the crucifixion of our flesh.

Our crucifixion, then, freesusfrom health and fatigue prob-
lems.

There is another way the life of grace resultsin more en-
ergy. When a Spirit-filled person needs an unusual supply of
energy for God-led activities of the day, the Spirit of God will
supply the need.
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It must be admitted there is one exception to what has been
written here. When sometype of physical problemisour God-
given “thorn in the flesh,” we may have limitations of both
health and energy bringing usto and keeping usin dependence
on God.

INALL THINGSGIVE THANKS

In all things give thanks. 1 Thessalonians 5:18

This verse is a favorite of many. We quote it mostly in
times of suffering.

It is commonly known that the command “ give thanks’ is
in averb tense that means “keep on giving thanks.”

Does the command mean in spite of our painful circum-
stances we are to continue to thank God for the good things
in our lives? Many have interpreted the command in that
manner.

The Bible provides another interpretation of the command.
In Ephesians 5:18 the Scriptures command usto befilled with the
Spirit. Therefollowsin verses 19-21 statementsindicating there-
sults of being filled with the Spirit. Verse 20 reads asfollows:

Giving thanks always for all things unto God and the
Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ ...

A result of being filled with the Holy Spirit isalwaysthank-
ing God for all things—whether they appear to be good or bad.
All who are living the exchanged life are being filled with the
Holy Spirit.

When thanking God for all things becomes a lifestyle, a
better understanding of God and a stronger faith in God builds
in us. A peaceful heart in all circumstances growsin us. And
there are times when even our circumstances change.
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REST!

“ Cometo Me, all youwho labor and are heavy laden,
and | will giveyourest.” Matthew 11:28

Jesus was speaking about the rest that He providesfor the
inner man.

Why do we experience unrest? While there is no one an-
swer to the question, most of the time we understand the cause
of our inner turmoil.

Whatever the cause of our inner unrest, Jesus explains how
we can have rest. We are to get into the yoke with Him and
learn from Him. Read His words recorded in Matthew 11:29.

“ Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for | am
gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for
your souls.”

Oneintheyokewith Jesuswould walk with Him and walk
as He walks. He would come to understand that Jesus walked
as He did because He was “gentle” and “lowly in heart.”

The word trandlated “gentle” was used in Jesus day to
describe a horse that had been tamed. The idea of the word is
“availability.”

The “lowly in heart” statement indicates complete de-
pendence on the Father.

Jesus concluded the yoke statement with:

“For my yokeiseasy and my burdenislight.” Mat-
thew 11:30

And so it will be with us. When we are walking in total
availability to and total dependence on the Father, we are walk-
ing in grace—and experiencing rest.

You might want to bow your head and pray this smple
prayer. Lord, | am experiencing too much unrest in my life. |
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want the rest that only you can provide. | amgoing to try Your
way, beginning this moment.

THE ARMS OF JESUS

And He took them up in Hisarms, laid His hands on
them, and blessed them. Mark 10:16

What a beautiful picture of Jesus. Think of the pleasure
Jesus experienced as he held the little children in his arms.
Think of the blessing to the parents. Think of the sense of be-
ing loved and accepted the little children experienced.

Today, little children need the same sense of being loved
and accepted. We can thank God many have it. Some do not.
More could.

Thereisareferenceto Jesusin 1 Corinthians 6:13 that reads:

Now the body is ... for the Lord, and the Lord for
the body.

The*body” referred to isthe body of abeliever. Our bod-
iesarefor the Lord and the Lord isfor our bodies.

When Jesus has our bodies, He has our arms. The well-
known statement that God has no hands but our hands and no
feet but our feet could be revised. We could add that God has
no arms but our arms.

He will use our arms to satisfy His continuing desire to
put His arms around little children and others who hurt and
need the feeling of being loved and accepted by someone.

And when Jesus uses our arms to hug little children—
and others—they will have that sense of being loved and
accepted.

“How can it be?’ you might ask. Believersliving out the
new-creation life is the answer.
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SPIRIT-DIRECTED WITNESSING

“ But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit
has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to
Me...” Acts1:8

Thomas, a Christian, went with LIoyd, anon-Christian, to
assist him with a business matter. Thomas had witnessed often
to Lloyd, and he expected to use thisoccasion to withess again.
He did witness, but in a different way than he thought.

While at the place of business, Thomas, sensing the Lord
leading him to witness to one of the customers, did so. The
customer said that he was not a Christian but was ready to be-
come one.

Believing that the Lord was not |eading him to encourage
the man to invite Jesus into his heart in the public place, Tho-
mas gave him atract explaining how to receive Jesus as Lord
and Savior.

Asthey returned to their homes, LIoyd said, “ Thomas, there
were several peoplein the room. Why did you witness to only
one?’ Thomas answered, “| did not sense that God wanted me
to talk with anyone else.”

Thomas was sensitive to the Holy Spirit’s leadership and
witnessed to a particular person in a particular way. He was
also sensitive to the Holy Spirit’s leadership in not witnessing
to the others.

Consider the words of John 3:34 concerning the ministry
of Jesus.

For He whom God has sent speaks the words of God,
for God does not give the Spirit by measure.

We also will speak the words of God—the right words to
the right people at the right time and in the right place—when
we arefilled with the Holy Spirit.
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DO YOU NEED TO LEARN PATIENCE?

The answer to the question is, “No.”

If the question had been, “Do you need patience,” the an-
swer would be, “Yes.”

It isnot an uncommon experience to hear someone say, “|
need to learn patience.” They are admitting their need for pa-
tience. They are expressing a belief that it is something they
can make happen.

Thereis abetter way to seek patience. Read the words of
the Apostle Paul:

But the fruit of the Spiritis... patience ... Galatians
5:22a(NIV)

The Holy Spirit produces patience. To be filled with the
Spirit isto be filled with patience.

A tremendous burden is taken from us when we realize
patienceisagift of God and not a product of our own making.

We al need divine patience. When God gives it and we
receive it, we have a more peaceful life. And those around us
are delighted.

Living the life of grace assures us of alife of patience.

GOD’SINHERITANCE

Early in hisEphesian | etter, the Apostle Paul recordsaprayer
for hisreaders that God will open their eyes so they may know
several things. One of Paul’ srequestsisfor hisreadersto know:

... the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the
saints ... Ephesians 1:18b

Since we are so accustomed to thinking of our inheritance
from God, it seems strange that God has an inheritance in us.



34 Living in the Garden of Grace

You are God's inheritance. You are of great value to God.

The value of abeliever to God is not what he can accom-
plishfor God. Thevalueisin providing God an opportunity to
live again on this earth—through the believer.

The last of the five commands for living by graceis:

... [present] your members as instruments of righ-
teousness to God.

God is righteous. When He has access to the body of a
human being, He can express His works of righteousness to
the world visibly and audibly.

When God expresses Himself in this manner, He brings
glory to Himself, fulfillment to the person He expresses Him-
self through, and blessing to the ones receiving the ministry.

Let uswalk in grace and permit God to receive full value
from our lives.

GOD’SENCOURAGERS

“Nevertheless | tell you the truth; It is expedient for
you that | go away: for if | go not away, the Com-
forter will not come unto you; but if | depart, | will
send him unto you.” John 16:7 (KJV)

Severd times Jesusinformed hisfollowersthat theHoly Spirit
would come. Infour of those promises, He called the Holy Spirit
“the Comforter.” Theword trandated “ Comforter” contains sev-
eral ideas. One of thoseideasisthat of “encourager.”

When a believer isfilled with the Holy Spirit, he knows
he is useful to God and to others because God is always guid-
ing him into alife of good works.

“The Comforter,” though, does more than impress Spirit-
filled believers that they are of value. He leads Spirit-filled
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believers to speak to others convincing them that they are of
great value.

No believer should think the Holy Spirit will use himto
touch everyone who needs encouragement. However, every
Spirit-filled believer should believe he is to be the instru-
ment of the lifting up of some.

Aswe look to God for directions in witnessing to the un-
saved, let uslook for Hisguidanceintelling believersthat they
are of great value.

God uses something as ssimple as a smile or a“Hello” to
cause aperson to realize that someone knows he exists. A word
of commendation for ajob well done can make aperson’s day.

Live the new-creation life and lift the spirits of others.

THE MOST MISUNDERSTOOD COMMAND

You have heard people question someone’s salvation. Al-
most always they add, “But | know | am not to judge.” They
refer, of course, to the passage in the Sermon on the Mount:

“ Judge not that you be not judged ...” Matthew 7:1

Believing the verse meanswe are not to question the spiri-
tual condition of another isto misunderstand Jesus. Look at
VErse six.

“ Do not give what is holy to the dogs; nor cast your
pearls before swine ...” Matthew 7.6

To obey the command we must identify the hogs and the
dogs. In doing so we make judgment on their spiritual condi-
tion. In Matthew 7:16 Jesus again puts the responsibility of
making a spiritual judgment on us.

“You will know them by their fruits.”

If we have misunderstood and misapplied the statement of
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Jesus about judging, what does He mean? He followed his com-
mand not to judge with the illustration of seeking to remove a
speck fromour brother’seyewhile having aplank in our own eye.

Jesus continues with:

“ First remove the plank from your own eye, and then
you will see clearly to remove the speck from your
brother’'seye.” Matthew 7:5

Do you seethe message? When we have planksin our eyes,
wewill always see specksin the eyes of others. When the plank
isremoved, we do not see the speck in our brother’seye. e see
clearly how to remove the speck from our brother’s eye.

The command not to judge is, then, acommand not to
have a spirit of criticism. How can we remove that plank?

We remove it by experiencing our crucifixion, burial,
and resurrection.

WHY ISFAITH SO DIFFICULT?

But without faith it is impossible to please Him ...
Hebrews 11:6

“Let go and let God” has been a popular saying among
believers.

Some of us have thought, “I would love to let go and let
God, but how do | do it?

Perhaps it seems your life is characterized more by fear
and worry than by faith. You just cannot “let go and let God.”

Thereishopefor al of us. First, we must know we cannot
have faith in someone we do not fully understand. Amazingly,
we can bethe children of God while having little knowledge of
what our Father isreally like.

One deals with the lack of understanding God primarily
by saturating the mind with the word of God through reading
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the Scriptures.

Second, we must understand that our natural tendency is
to trust ourselvesrather than trusting God. We cannot trust our-
selves and God at the same time.

God dealswith our faithin ourselves by sending Histhorns
intheflesh. We deal with our faith in oursel vesthrough experi-
encing the exchanged life.

God will send the thorns. Let us experience our new life.
Step-by-step we will be delivered from faith in ourselves free-
ing usto “let go and let God.”

BLESSED ASSURANCE

The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that
we are children of God ... Romans 8:16

A Christian young man who had just returned home follow-
ingthreeyearsof military duty inaforeign country, saidtoafriend:

“While | was overseas, | went through a period of
doubt about my salvation. You cannot imagine the
agony of such an experience.”

Many church members who doubt their savation have, in
fact, never recelved JesusasLord and Savior. Yet, itisnot unusual
for aborn-again person to have doubts. But assuranceis possible.

A truebeliever without the assurance of hissalvation goes
through more than agony. Almost everything he does in his
walk with the Lord is hindered. There is a sense of uneasiness
in his prayer life, in his Bible reading and study, in his efforts
toteachtheBible, and in hiseffortsto lead |ost peopleto Christ.

The Book of 1 John lists specific signsindicating that we
belong to the Lord. Read three of them.

Now by this we know that we know Him, if we keep
His commandments. 1 John 2:3
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We know that we have passed from death to life, be-
cause we love the brethren. 1 John 3:14

... love is of God; and everyone who lovesis born of
God and knows God. 1 John 4:7

The bent of the life of the true believer isin the direction
of obedience (2:3). Those born of God lovethe brethren (3:14).
God'sloveisin al who have been born of Him (4:7).

All believers have the evidences of salvation we have just
read. When a person isfilled with the Holy Spirit, these assur-
ances become more obvious.

In addition to the 1 John evidences of salvation, Romans
8:16 informs us of an even more personal assurance.

The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that
we are children of God.

Befilled with the Spirit and live in “ blessed assurance.”

DOING YOUR BEST FOR JESUS?

Are you doing your best for Jesus?

If your answer is*“Yes,” you should stop it—immediately.
Such an approach isboth dangerous and unfruitful. God'sinten-
tionfor youisthat Hework through you. Consider thefollowing
guestion: Are you permitting Him to do His best through you?

We cannot produce for God. He must do Hiswork through
us. So when we are “doing our best for Jesus,” we experience
the disappointment of being fruitless.

Read the last of the five commands for living by grace.

... [present] your members as instruments of righ-
teousness unto God ... Romans 6:13c

When we obey all five commands, we are available for
God to express Himself through us. He produces the fruit.
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What isdangerous about “doing our best for Jesus?’ Read
Galatians 5:19-21a and understand the danger of serving God
in the flesh.

Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are
these; Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lascivious-
ness, Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emula-
tions, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, Envyings,
murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like ...

You probably have had the sad experience of seeing some-
one who seemed to love God the most fall into one or more of
theworks of theflesh. They probably did so because they were
“doing their best for Jesus.”

We do our best for Jesus only when Jesus is doing His
work through us because of our availability to Him.

FACETO FACEWITH CHRIST
OUR SAVIOR

You know the words of the famous and beautiful hymn:
“Face to Face With Christ Our Savior,” written by Mrs. Frank
A. Breck.

What a breathtaking thought—being face to face with
Jesus. That utterly fulfilling experienceiswhat we haveto ook
forward to throughout eternity.

We do not, though, have to wait for eternity to experience
aface-to-facerelationship with Jesus. We can haveit right now.
We can haveit every day. We can haveit throughout every day.

In Romans 6:10 Paul declares:

For inthat he died, he died unto sin once: but in that
he liveth, he liveth unto God.

Paul means Jesus is with God the Father. He follows that
declaration with verse 11.
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Likewise reckon (believe) ye also yourselves to be
dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through
Jesus Christ our Lord.

Living out our face-to-face relationship with Jesusisto be
in the atmosphere of angels and “the spirits of just men made
perfect.” It isto bein the presence of God the father.

God has placed all believersin the presence of Jesus. We
can truly experience being alive to God through living out our
oneness with Jesus.

HAS DEPRESSION TAKEN OVER?

And Cainwasvery angry, and his countenancefell ...
Genesis 4:5b

Why do the Scriptures give a relatively large amount of
space to the story of Cain?

Most likely it is because he was the first person to inherit
the sin nature. The story of hislife vividly illustrates the fail-
ures of those who live out their lives according to their flesh.

Among other things, Cain, became avictim of depression.
“... his countenance fell.”

The Apostle John gives insight into Cain’s depression
in | John 3: 12.

... Cain who was of the wicked one and murdered his
brother. And why did he murder him? Because his
works were evil and his brother’s righteous.

Placing together the Genesis and 1 John accounts of the
Cain and Abel event indicates Cain was driven by a spirit of
competition to bring an offering to God of thefruit of theground.

Both Cain and Abel knew they should bring blood offer-
ings. But Cain probably had an excellent crop and decided he
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could make a good impression by doing things his own way.

God'sacceptance of Abel’soffering and rejection of Cain’s
resulted in a spirit of jealousy and depression in Cain.

But the jealousy and depression were only symptoms of a
deeper problem. Cain wasliving out of the “know-it-all attitude’
he had inherited from Adam. The result was a spirit of competi-
tion, disobedience to God'swill, jealousy, and depression.

We inherited from Adam the same sin problem that Cain
inherited and to one degree or another we al experience the
same symptoms. Most of us would confess some level of de-
pression at different timesin our lives.

Whilewe know there are some cases of depression that need
medical attention, the depression of most of us can be dealt with
by putting off the old man and putting on the new man.

BREAK UPTHAT MARRIAGE!

In Romans 7:1-3 the Apostle writesthat alady can lawfully
be married to two different husbandsif the first husband dies.

Paul is not introducing a discussion on the theme of mar-
riage. He isillustrating a spiritual truth. In Romans 7:4 Paul
writes:

... you also have become dead to the law through the
body of Christ, that you may be married to another.

Thefirst marriage of Paul’sillustration depictsabeliever’s
intimate relationship to law while the second marriage illus-
trates a believer’s intimate relationship with Jesus.

Death dissolved the first marriage in the illustration mak-
ing the second marriage possible. Death dissolvesthebeliever’'s
marriage to law making possible the second marriage to Jesus.
That is, a believer must experience crucifixion to live as the
bride of Christ.
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A mgjor question about thispassageis, “How canabeliever’'s
life of legalism be so intimate as to be called amarriage?’

According to Romans 8:3 we are “under law” through a
relationship between our flesh and law.

For what the law could not do in that it was weak
through the flesh ...

In the flesh we zealoudy engage in Chrigtian activity. We
think we are wise and cannot wait for othersto agree with us. We
seek that agreement by achieving outstanding accomplishments.

We can be proud of attempting to follow stringent rulesin
Christian service.

We may even think we will receive acceptance by God
because of our good works.

Our zealousinvolvement in our rules and activities can be
arelationship so intimate asto be called amarriage—making a
marriage relationship with Jesus impossible.

The believer longing to be all God wants him to be must,
then, break up the marriage to law. Death is his only recourse.
He must experience the crucifixion of hisflesh.

We should not think intermsof crucifying self. We should
think in terms of experiencing the crucifixion that became a
reality in usthe moment we received Jesus as Lord and Savior.

Paul goes on to say that in our marriage to Jesus, Who is
raised from the dead, we bring forth fruit to God.

YOUWILL TAKEITWITH YOU

It has often been said that you cannot take it with you.
There is one thing we can take with us—and we will take it
with us. In hisletter to the Romans Paul writes:

...and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and joint
heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him, that
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we may also be glorified together. Romans 8:17

We entered the Kingdom of God to become“joint heirswith
Christ.” This may be the greatest promise in the entire Bible.
However, theinheritancewereceive with Jesusmay seem strange.
The promise is not of rewards and crowns—as other passages
teach. It isthat we will be “glorified together” with Jesus.

The glory isthe radiance mentioned in Luke 2:9.

... the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they
were greatly afraid.

The Romans 8:17 passage teacheswewill beglorified with
Jesus because we have suffered with Jesus. Read an explana-
tion from Paul’s second letter to the Corinthians.

For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, is
working for usafar more exceeding and eternal weight
of glory while we do not look at the things which are
seen, but at thethingswhich are not seen. For thethings
which are seen aretemporary, but the thingswhich are
not seen are eternal. 2 Corinthians 4:17-18

Those whose sufferings have kept them face-to-face with
the Lord have an eternal weight of glory. All believers will
receive glory at the return of the Lord Jesus. However, there
will be degrees of glory.

We also have that face-to face relationship with Jesus as
we live out our enthronement—being changed from glory to

glory.
GROW IN GRACE

... but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ. 2 Peter 3:18

Likeall parents, one of God's deep desiresfor all of his
children is that they grow. How sad when we fail to bring
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our heavenly Father pleasure by ceasing to grow intheLord
as we should.

We grow in all areas of our inner lives as we experience
grace. That is possibly the meaning of Peter’s statement in 2
Peter 3:18.

Thereissuch athing asgrowing in more grace. That is,
we can experience more grace tomorrow than we did to-
day—and can experience more grace each day thereafter.
Read Romans 6:16.

Do you not know that to whom you present your selves
slaves to obey, you are that one's slaves whom you
obey, whether of sinleading to death, or of obedience
leading to righteousness?

As we obey the commands for experiencing grace, little
by little we are developing a habit. The more the habit devel -
ops, the more we are a slave to obeying the commands. The
morewe are aslave to obeying the commands the more time of
each day we spend receiving the grace of God.

Noticein Ephesians 2:6 that living in the enthroned po-
sitionisliving in aplace of grace. Itisaplace of growingin
grace.

God ... made us sit together in the heavenly placesin
Christ Jesus, that in the ages to come He might show
the exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness to-
ward usin Christ Jesus.

Itisagreat pleasureto our heavenly Father when we grow
by grace and grow in more grace.

FORGIVING ONE ANOTHER

Let all bitterness, wrath, anger, clamor, and evil
speaking be put away from you, with all malice.
And be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiv-
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ing one another, even as God in Christ forgave you.
Ephesians 4:31-32

This passage contains a list of the ways of our “old man”
and the“new man.” Itisin acontext encouraging the reader to
“put off the old man and put on the new man.”

Our old man is offensive and divisive. When offended,
our old man responds with anger and possibly with evil speak-
ing and malice. Expressions of our old man leave us with di-
vided families, churches, and friendships.

When we put on the new man, we repent of our offensive
actions and words; we ask forgiveness of those we have of-
fended; we forgive those who have sinned against us; we treat
them as though the offense had never happened.

One is reminded of the words of Jesus following the
Lord sprayer.

“For if you forgive men their trespasses, your heav-
enly Father will also forgive you. But if you do not
forgive men their trespasses, neither will your Fa-
ther forgive your trespasses.” Matthew 6:14-15

Jesus knew forgivenessis possible. It may be easy for us
to carry a grudge or resent someone, but when we put on the
new man, a spirit of forgivenessis the result.

Onepersonliving alife of forgivenesscan createarevival
of forgiveness.

A husband and wife left their church because of the
pastor’s words and attitude. A year later the pastor “put on
the new man” and confessed to them that his words and atti-
tude were wrong. He invited them to church the following
Sunday. They forgave the pastor. They were in church the
following Sunday.

They asked the church to forgive their sin of letting the
church down. In agreat spirit of forgiveness “the church liter-
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aly erupted with applause, weeping, and shouting.”

Through God's grace, we may be the one to begin a re-
vival of forgivenessin our world.

Let us“put on the new man”

GOD ISGOOD

Ask almost anyone why Jesus came to earth and he will
say, “To diefor our sins.” How good that so many understand
that truth. Yet, the Scriptures express other reasonsfor Hiscom-
ing. In John’s gospel we read:

No one has seen God at any time. The only begotten
Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, He has de-
clared Him. John 1:18

Jesus came to give mankind a clear understanding of what
the Father islike. Theword* declared” hastheideaof “ explained.”
Think about the following words of Jesus.

But Jesus answered them, “ My Father has been work-
ing until now, and | have been working.” John 5:17

“ ... the Father who dwells in Me does the works.”
John 14:10

Jesus' ministry wasfilled with works of love. Simon Peter
said of Jesus:

... God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy
Spirit and with power, who went about doing good
...Acts 10:38

When we put these verses together, we see one important
truth Jesus revealed about the Father—God is good.

Our God Who isgood desiresto fill uswith Hisgoodness.
We only need to receive the filling of the Holy Spirit.

But thefruit of the Spiritis... goodness ... Gaatians5:22a
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AFULFILLING MARRIAGE

Surely all believerswould agree that afulfilling marriage
isonethat is lived according to the will of God.

The Scripture passage dealing most thoroughly with mar-
riage is Ephesians 5:22-33. The passage begins with the fol-
lowing statement:

Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord.
For the husband is head of the wife, asalso Christ is
head of the church.

The passage goeson to say husbandsareto lovetheir wives
enough to diefor them, and husbands areto lovetheir wivesas
their own bodies. Paul then addsin verse 29:

For no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes
and cherishesit, just as the Lord does the church.

Paul quotes from Genesisthat aman isto leave hisfather
and mother and be joined to his wife.

The passage closes with the following command.

Nevertheless let each one of you in particular so love

his own wife as himself, and let the wife see that she
respects her husband. Ephesians 5:33

How do husbands and wiveslive up to this high standard?
It can be done. Wiveswho live by grace will be submissive to
and respectful of their husbands.

Husbands who live by grace are filled with God's love
and light and therefore will live out the imperatives addressed
to them.

ISTHERE ANY HOPE?

For | know thethoughtsthat | think toward you, saysthe
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LORD, thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you a
future and a hope. Jeremiah 29:11

It is not uncommon to talk with someone who has no
hope for the future. People of all ageslivein such aspirit of
despair.

Some people have no hope because life for them seems
to be one big failure. Others suffer from feelings of inferior-
ity. Others have experienced painful rejection. Only God
knows the reasons so many people have no hope.

Regardless of our present situation, the Lord would tell
us today, as He told Israel in Jeremiah’s day, there is hope.
Thereisafuturefor al of us. It isafuture greater than any-
thing imaginable.

Our only hopeisin God. The things that cause a sense of
hopel essness for many people have been steppingstones to a
future, because their despair has turned them to God.

If you have assurancethat you havereceived Jesusas L ord
and Savior, meditate on the words of Ephesians 2:10.

For we are Hisworkmanship, created in Christ Jesus
for good works, which God prepared beforehand that
we should walk in them.

Say it like this: “1 am God's workmanship.” The Greek
word translated workmanship spells out the word “poem” in
the English language. As anew creation, you are God’s poem.
You are a person of beauty and power.

Say itlikethis: “1 am such animportant person in the King-
dom of God that He planned alife of good worksfor me before
the creation of the universe.” And He did. You are that impor-
tant to the Lord.

Say it like this: “There is hope. God wants me to get up
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and get on with the life He designed for me.”

Now get onwithit. Experiencethe new-creation life. Bea
blessing. Reap the fruits. Honor God. Go in grace.

THOSE FAITHFUL ONES

“Well done, good and faithful servant ...” Matthew
25:21

On judgment day we would love to hear the Lord say to
us, “Well done, good and faithful servant.”

The Book of Proverbs indicates, though, that faithfulness
may be rarer than we realize. Read Proverbs 20:6.

Most men will proclaim each his own goodness, but
who can find a faithful man?

The book also declares the sadness of unfaithful ness.

Confidence in an unfaithful man in time of troubleis
like a bad tooth and a foot out of joint. Proverbs25:19

Then Proverbs mentions the bl essedness of faithful ness;

Like the cold of snow in time of harvest is a faithful
messenger to those who send him, For herefreshesthe
soul of his masters. Proverbs 25:13

Surely, all of God'schildren prefer thelifethat is*thecold
of the snow at the time of harvest,” rather than being to others
“a bad tooth and a foot out of joint.” We can be the blessing
rather than the burden. Galatians 5:22 declares:

The fruit of the Spirit is ... faithfulness ...

When we are filled with the Spirit, we are faithful. God,
Whoisfaithful, reveals His qualities through us and uses us to
bless others.
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EVER-INCREASING LIGHT

Learning to walk in the Spirit is like a child learning to
walk. Thechild takesthat first step and soon iswalking through
the entire house.

The believer’sfirst experiencesin grace may last for only a
few minutes aday. Those few minutes can grow into hoursaday.

With the increased time of walking in grace comes an in-
crease in spiritual light. We grow in an understanding of God,
of Jesus, of the Holy Spirit, of the Scriptures, of ourselves, and
of al that isinvolved in the salvation God has given us.

Those continua giftsof light arethework of the Holy Spirit.
Whenweare“ingrace,” wearefilled withtheHoly Spirit. When
we are filled with the Spirit, He will give us new light.

“ However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He
will guide you into all truth; for He will not speak on
His own authority, but whatever He hears He will
speak; and He will tell you things to come. He will
glorify Me, for He will take of what is Mine and de-
clareittoyou. All thingsthat the Father hasare Mine.
Therefore| said that Hewill take of Mineand declare
ittoyou.” John 16:11-14

Oftenthenew light carrieswith it new responsibility. When
we correctly respond to the new light, we are elevated to new
heights in our Christian walk and to fruitfulness in our Chris-
tian service.

We don’t have to beg for the filling of the Spirit. We
receive the filling—by obeying the five commands for liv-
ing by grace.

PUT TO DEATH YOUR MEMBERS

Therefore put to death your memberswhich are onthe
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earth: fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil desire,
and covetousness, which isidolatry. Colossians 3:5

Theword “members” inthe New Testament almost exclu-
sively refers to the parts of the human body—whether refer-
ring to our bodies literally or symbolically, as when using the
human body as a picture of the church.

In this Col ossians passage, though, the Apostle Paul writes
that suchthingsas*“evil desire” and“ covetousness’ are counted
as our members. Why would non-physical things such as cov-
etousness and evil desires be described as physical?

The answer must be that there are some sins that are so
ingrained in usthat it is as though they are parts of our bodies.

Paul says, “Put to death” those sins. His command indicates
that we can put to death the most ingrained sinsin our lives.

This is good news to one who has struggled with one or
more particular sins. It is good news to a person who never
knew how to have victory over sin.

The way to victory is putting off the old man and putting
on the new man.

If long ago you shook hands with some sin and it is now
one of your “members,” you can bid it “Good-bye.” Walk the
walk of grace.

LISTENING!

Now in the morning, having risen a long while before
daylight, Hewent out and departed to a solitary place;
and there He prayed. Mark 1:35

When the disciples found Jesusin His place of prayer, He
said to them:

“ Let usgointo the next towns, that | may preach there
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also, because for this purpose | have come forth.”
Mark 1:38

In prayer, Jesus received a word from His Father that He
was to leave his present location to preach elsewhere. Prayer
for Jesus included atime of listening.

The following passage indicates time alone with God
in the earthly holy of holiesfor Moses was largely a matter
of listening.

Now when Moses went into the taber nacle of meeting
to speak with Him, he heard the voice of One speak-
ing to him from above the mercy seat that was on the
ark of the Testimony, from between the two cherubim;
thus He spoke to him. Numbers 7:89

Let us daily live in the heavenly Holy of Holies—to
speak—and to listen.

Our Father hasthingsto say to us about guidance, correc-
tion, comfort, and explanation.

THAT MINISTRY OF LISTENING

When Jesus heard it, He marveled, and said to those
who followed, “ Assuredly, | say to you, | have not
found such great faith, not even in Israel” Mat-
thew 8:10

Jesus said thisjust after he had listened to acenturion make
agreat statement of faith.

Someone asked a Christian group the following question:
“Other than dying on the cross, speaking, and touching indi-
viduals, in what ways did Jesus serve others?’

After abrief pause someone said, “Helistened.” That isa
perceptive understanding of the ministry of Jesus—and anin-
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sight into aneeded ministry of all believers.

Weareto listen to God Who teaches and guidesus. We are
to listen to others to show our love and interest and to under-
stand their needs.

Someone has said, “If you will give a child your full atten-
tion, it may bethefirst time he has ever had such an experience.”
It can also be said that if we give anyone our full attention, it may
be one of the few times he has ever had such an experience.

When we give God all the parts of our bodies, we give
Him control of our ability to listen. As He guides usin minis-
try, He will use that ability to make us good listeners.

When we listen to God while listening to another person,
our Father will often reveal to us the areas of deepest need of
the person sitting before us. He also will often give uswords of
help for that person

THE PEACEFUL HEART

You will keep himin perfect peace, Whose mind is
stayed on You, Because hetrustsin You. Isaiah 26:3

Many of God's children have found peace through the pas-
sage just quoted, as well asin the following passages.

Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer
and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests
be made known to God; and the peace of God, which
surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts
and minds through Christ Jesus. Philippians 4:6-7

Paul then adds:

... whatsover things are true, whatsover things are
noble, whatever things are just, whatever things are
pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever things are
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of good report, if there is any virtue and if there is
anything prai seworthy—meditate on thesethings. The
things which you learned and received and heard and
saw in me, these do, and the God of peace will be
with you. Philippians 4:8-9

. But thefruit of the Spiritis... peace... Galatians 5:22

Whenweliveby grace, wewill have our minds on God; we
will pray with thanksgiving; we will think and live as God
would have us do; and we will be filled with and led by the
Holy Spirit—all resulting in inner peace.

CRUCIFIED TO THEWORLD

But God forbid that | should boast except in the cross
of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whomthe world hasbeen
crucified to me, and | to theworld. Galatians 6:14

One of the most subtle dangers facing believerstoday is
embracing beliefs and practices of the world. Some—if not
many—consci entious believers have sought to be asgodly as
the best Christian they know. The subtlety is that our godly
models may have features of worldlinessin their lives.

There are at |least two ways we can discover if weareliv-
ing out beliefs and practices of the world.

First, we compare our beliefs and practices with God's
word and with the ways of the general public. Are some of our
beliefsand practicesin harmony with those of the general pub-
lic and out of harmony with Scripture? If so, we know that
there are features of worldlinessin our lives.

Second, if we experience our crucifixion to the world by
“reckoning”—nbelieving—oursel vesto be crucified to theworld
and “choosing” to experience crucifixion to the world, God
will expose any worldlinessin our lives.
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Also, wewill experience our crucifixionto theworld which
will result in deliverance from our worldliness.

Deliverance from alifestyle of worldlinessis one of our
greatest victories. It is accompanied with abundant blessing.

REJECTION!

And when we see Him, There is no beauty that we
should desire Him. Heis despised and regj ected by men,
A Man of sorrows and acquainted with grief. And we
hid, asit were, our facesfrom Him; He was despised,
and we did not esteem Him. |saiah 53:2b-3

Many people cameto see Jesusto experience Hismiracles
and hear Histeachings. Yet in the midst of all that was happen-
ing Hewas clearly aman of sorrows and acquainted with grief.
According to Isaiah, much of that sorrow and grief was the
result of rejection.

In his sermon on the mount Jesus clearly announced that
believers would experience rejection.

“ Blessed are you when men hate you, And when they
exclude you, And revile you, and cast out your name
asevil, For the Son of Man's sake.” Luke 6:22

Jesus never permitted rejection to turn Him from the
will of the Father or cause depression. His words recorded
in John 8:29 explain His victory.

“He who sent Me iswith Me. The Father has not left
Me alone, for | always do those things that please
Him.” John 8:29a

Jesus lived in continual fellowship with the Father. His
acceptance by the Father compensated for all the rejection of
man. It can be the same with us when we live in fellowship
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with our Father.

Aswe continueinthelifeof grace, wewill bein continual
fellowship with the Father and in the victory of Jesus. We will
have peace even if we are being rejected.

Furthermore, according to Jesus, thereisreason to rejoice
when we are regjected for Jesus' sake. He said:

“ Rgloiceinthat day and leap for joy! For indeed your
reward isgreat in heaven ...” Luke 6:23a

WHAT ABOUT THE LAPSES?

O wretched man that | am! Who will deliver me from
thisbody of death? | thank God; through Jesus Christ
our Lord! Romans 7:24-25a

Throughout Romans chapter seven, Paul writes about the
“death” he experiences by being in the flesh as aresult of put-
ting himself under law.

Paul’slapsesinto law-living caused himto cry, “ O wretched
man that | am! Who will deliver me fromthis body of death?’ His
“| thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord!” indicatesthat when
he had histimes of being in the flesh, he knew the way out.

Clearly, Paul is testifying that even though he knew how
to have victory over the flesh, he had his moments of dlipping
into the life of the flesh.

So, what did he do when those times of failure resulted in
spiritual death? He knew to turn to Jesus. And considering the
overall context of the passage in which Paul’s cry isfound, he
returned to the five commands of Romans 6:11-13.

All who begin the new approach to life by living out the
life of grace have had their lapses. Many—if not al—have
asked “What do | do when | commit the sins | have been hav-
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ing victory over?

Theanswer?We start over just as Paul did. It may be com-
forting to know that Paul, the man God used to teach the Chris-
tian world how to live by grace, had his times of reverting to
living in the flesh. But he knew how to start over.

It is good news to know that every time we drift into the
flesh; we can start anew as soon aswe experience thefailure of
being in the flesh.

But there is more good news. The sooner we start over
and refuse to permit Satan to take us completely away from
thelife of grace, the more we develop the good habit of living
by grace and not self-effort.

Perhaps even today you are in that state of failure. You
may be thinking, “What Paul taught does not work for me.” It
doeswork for you. Sart again.

The thorns of our outer circumstances enhance the life of
grace. Paul also isan illustration of how inner despair brings us
back to grace.

ROLL BACK THE STONE

And behold, there was a great earthquake; for an an-
gel of the Lord descended from heaven, and came and
rolled back the stone from the door, and sat on it.
Matthew 28:2

Because of the sudden resurrection appearances of Jesus,
we can be certain that the stone was not rolled back to permit
Jesus to leave the tomb. The stone was rolled away to reveal
that the crucified Christ was alive.

Present day believerscan “roll back the stone” for the non-
believing world throughout the year.
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We can “roll back the stone” with our lives by experienc-
ing our spiritual resurrection.

According to Ephesians 2:5-6, at conversion wewere made
alive, wewereraised up, and we were seated with Christinthe
heavenlies.

In Romans 6:4 the A postle Paul addsto our understanding
of the“raised up” feature. He writes:

Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism
into death, that just as Christ wasraised fromthe dead
by the glory of the Father, even so we also should
walk in newness of life.

Theword“dead” isintheplural. Literally, it would betrans-
lated “the dead ones.” In every New Testament reference to the
resurrection of Jesus from the dead the plural of “dead” is used.

Since Jesus was raised from “the dead ones,” we should
believe we have been raised from “the spiritually dead ones.”

Oneway weroll back the stone revealing the resurrection
of Jesusisby our closefellowship with other believers—rather
than with non-believers. We can do thiswithout neglecting our
need to relate to non-believers to bring them to Christ.

A clear demonstration of our spiritual resurrectionisaclear
revelation of Jesus' resurrection. It rolls back the stone.

LIVE NOW!

“1 have come that they may have life, and that they
may have it more abundantly.” John 10:10

Jesus intends for usto have “life.” He says that He came
to earth to make abundant life available.

The abundant life Jesus speaks of isalso referred to in the
Scriptures as “eternal life” and “everlasting life.” We should
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not permit those words to cause us to think that we must wait
until we arrive in heaven to experience the “abundant life.” It
isavailableto believersin thislife.

So why are many of God’'s conscientious children not ex-
periencing thisfullness of life? For one thing, many are caught
up in the past. The thoughts of some are on their past accom-
plishmentswhilethe thoughts of othersare on their disappoint-
ments or sins or failures.

Some Christians do not experience “life” because their
thoughts are consumed with the future. They are waiting for
something to happen tomorrow. They plan and work for to-
morrow. Theresult isthe inability to “live now.”

A third reason many do not “live now” isamisunderstand-
ing of how to “live now.” We must understand that abundant
life comesthrough a continual experience of the grace of God.

Jesus came to make sufficient provision for our continual
experience of God’s grace. We can live now.

ARE YOU BEING SANCTIFIED?

“ Sanctify them by Your truth. Your word is truth. As
You sent Meinto the world, | also have sent theminto
the world. And for their sakes | sanctify Mysdlf, that
they also may be sanctified by the truth.” John 17:
18-19

Jesus prayed this prayer only minutes before He entered
Gethsemane and only hours before the cross. Among other
things, His heart was burdened for the sanctification of His
disciples.

To“sanctify” meansto set apart. To “be sanctified” means
to be set apart. Thewords “saint,” “holy,” and “holiness’ also
have the same idea of separation. And theideaisthat of sepa
ration to God.
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In one sensg, all believers were sanctified at the moment
of their salvation. God sets believers apart from the world to
Himself. In another sense, our sanctification must be worked
out inour lives.

Another word that explains sanctification is* availability.”
When we are sanctified, we are availableto God. When we are
available to God, we are sanctified.

The“Holy” Spirit isthe sanctifying Spirit. Heisworking
inour livesto bring about our full availability to God.

Our part is experiencing the grace of God.

SPREADING THE WORD

... | have sent Timothy to you, who is my beloved and
faithful son in the Lord, who will remind you of my
waysin Christ, as| teach everywherein every church.
1 Corinthians 4:17

Timothy would remind the Corinthians of Paul’swaysin
Christ. That is, Timothy would remind the Corinthian believ-
ers that Paul’s life was lived out of his understanding that he
wasin Christ.

Notice aso in the passage above that Paul taught thismes-
sage everywhere. Theword “remind” indicates Paul had taught
the message to the Corinthians.

Acts 20:20 records Paul’s reminder to the leaders of the
church at Ephesus of his ministry with them.

... | kept back nothing that was hel pful, but proclaimed
it to you, and taught you publicly and from house to
house ...

To the same group he says:

For | have not shunned to declare to you the whole
counsel of God. Acts 20:27
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There can be no doubt Paul faithfully taught the Ephesian
believers of their baptism into Jesus and how to experience
their crucifixion, burial, and resurrection.

After two years of ministry in Asia by Paul, Luke could
write the following:

...sothat all who dwelt in Asia heard the word of the
Lord Jesus, both Jews and Greeks. Acts19:10

We can believe Paul was teaching the new converts the
life of grace. The result: the Gospel of Jesus was preached
throughout the province of Asia.

If those of us who know and experience the life of grace
will respond to the leadership of the Holy Spirit to teach the
message to other believers, we will experience the greatest re-
vival in the history of the world.

When we get on with teaching the life of grace, we get on
with evangelism, with Christian growth, and with the meeting
of every need believersface.

JESUS CHRIST—OUR WISDOM

But of Him you are in Christ Jesus, who became for
us wisdom from God. 1 Corinthians 1:30a.

We have occasionally heard someone refer to another per-
son as being one of great wisdom. The statement always seems
to be made with a sense of deep respect. Wisdom in another is
a thing to be admired. We would love to be known as such
persons ourselves.

A favorite passage of many is James 1:5-6a. The passage
reads:

If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who
givesto all liberally and without reproach, and it will
be givento him. But let himaskin faith ...
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The passage has been an outstanding blessing to many.
Yet, the 1 Corinthians 1:30 passage seems to take us into an
entirely new dimension of understanding our possibilities of
being people of wisdom.

When Christisour “life,” Hewill be God' swisdomin us.
What a thrill! And many biblical passages speak of the great
value of having wisdom. Meditate on the following passage
from Proverbs.

Exalt her, and she will promote you; She will bring
you honor, when you embrace her. She will place on
your head an ornament of grace; A crown of glory
she will deliver to you. Proverbs4:8-9

THE CROSSAND THE LAW

And you ... He has made alive together with Him,
having forgiven you all trespasses, having wiped out
the handwriting of requirements that was against us,
which was contrary to us. And He hastaken it out of the
way, having nailed it to the cross. Colossians 2:13-14.

Legaismisagreat curseon modern day evangelical Chris-
tianity. When welive by law—whether the laws of the Bible or
man-made laws—we are in the flesh. But Jesus did away with
law-living at the cross. In addition to the passage above, read
the following:

For He Himsdlf is our peace, who has made both
one, and has broken down the middle wall of separa-
tion, having abolished in Hisflesh theenmity, that is,
the law of commandments contained in ordinances,
so asto create in Himself one new man from the two,
thus making peace. Ephesians 2:14-15

Galatians 5:24 tells us that our flesh was crucified at con-
version. We died to the law at that time.
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Therefore, my brethren, you also have become dead
to the law through the body of Christ, that you may be
married to another—to Himwho wasraised fromthe
dead, that we should bear fruit to God. Romans 7:4

Being set free from the bondage of law-living through the
Lord Jesus, we are now able to live as brides of our spiritual
groom—the Lord Jesus. Thismarriagewill producefruit to God.

STAND IN YOUR FREEDOM

Sand fast therefore in the liberty by which Christ has
made us free, and do not be entangled again with a
yoke of bondage. Galatians 5:1

A common experience of those who have begun to experi-
ence their freedom in Christ is that of facing forces seeking to
drive them back into the struggle of self-effort.

Some have yielded to these forces and have missed out on
agrowing experienceof life“in Christ.” The churchesof Gala-
tiawere among the first to experience the temptation to aban-
don life in the Spirit and return to life in the flesh.

After leading them to Christ, Paul taught the believers of
Galatia of their life “in Christ.” The Book of Galatians con-
cernsthe danger of the Galatiansturning from freedomin Christ
and lapsing into a life of law-living—a life of human effort
rather than alife of faith.

Because we face the same forces that the Gal atians faced,
we must heed Paul’s warning to the Gal atians. We must:

Sand fast thereforein the liberty by which Christ has
made us free, and ... not be entangled again with a
yoke of bondage.

If the pressure to turn from the life of grace comes from
Satan, from the very atmosphere of theworld welivein, or our
own flesh, we must “ Sand fast in our liberty in Christ.”
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BECOMING THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD

For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us,
that we might become the righteousness of God in
Him. 2 Corinthians 5:21.

Notice the word “might.” Just becoming a Christian does
not make us the righteousness of God but it does open the door
to the possibility.

Becoming the righteousness of God meansthat just as Jesus
became the very embodiment of sin on the cross believers may
become the embodiment of the righteousness of God.

Thefollowing verse explains how wemay becometherigh-
teousness of God.

For if by the one man’s offense death reigned through
the one, much more those who receive abundance of
grace and of the gift of righteousnesswill reigninlife
through the One, Jesus Christ. Romans 5:17.

Believersmust receivethe“ abundanceof ... righteousness.”
We can no more produce righteousness than we can produce our
own salvation. “Receive’ isin aGreek tense of continual action.

We continue to receive the righteousness of God by con-
tinuing to live out our union with Christ. When receiving the
righteousness of God becomes a lifestyle, we will be so con-
tinually filled with the righteousness of God that we become
the visible righteousness of God in action.

DON'T DILUTE THE MESSAGE

Therefore, if anyoneisin Christ, heisanew creation;
old things have passed away; behold, all things have
become new. 2 Corinthians 5:17

One can only thrill at the strong emphasis of Christ living
through the believer. This emphasis has been with us for at



Living in the Garden of Grace 65

least half a century.

But to proclaim thetruth of Christ living in usand through
usastheultimatetruthin Christian livingisto dilutethe Chris-
tian message.

We became the new creation as a result of our being
“in Christ.” Because we are “in Christ” “old things have
passed away and all things have become new.”

In 2 Corinthians 5:18 Paul states:
Now all things are of God.

“Now all things are of God” because we are in Christ.
That is, living out the truths of our being in Christ resultsin
all the things of our lives being those of Christ living out
His life through us. Thisis never fully realized in our lives,
but we can always move in that direction.

What isthedifferencein”Christ beinginus’ and our being
“in Christ?” The mgjor difference is when we live out the “in
Christ” truths; we experience crucifixion, burial, and resurrec-
tion ... which include the fact of Christ in us and through us.

When we include crucifixion, we include the putting out
of power of our old man which rel eases the Christ within usto
live out Hislife through us.

Don't dilute the message.

THE PRUNING OF THE VINEDRESSER

| am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser.
... and every branch that bears fruit He prunes that
it may bear more fruit ... John 15:1-2.

During the growing season the branch of avine may extend
to several feetinlength. In order to bear fruit again it must be cut
back to alength of several inches. The pruning resultsin fruit.

God the Father purges His children that they might bear
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more fruit. But what al isinvolved in the pruning? One man
testified that God had told him to play less golf.

But we all need more pruning than that. To bear fruit we
need freedom from thingsthat harm our testimony with others;
we need freedom from sinsthat break our fellowship with God.

God does His ultimate pruning when He freesusfrom faith
in ourselves. We are to live by faith but we cannot trust our-
selvesand God at the sametime. Yet, our very sin natureisfaith
in ourselves. According to Scripture, we think we are wise.

God purges our faith in ourselves through giving us des-
perate circumstances. Also, when we received Jesus as Lord
and Savior, God crucified our faith in ourselves. So He leads
usto experiencethat crucifixion through experiencing our union
with Christ.

The pruning of our faith in ourselves—our flesh— isthe
ultimate purging we all need. We must receive this purging
throughout every day becauseit always seeksto regain control
of our lives.

THE DANGER OF LEGALISM

Law-living isflesh-living—and therein lays the danger of
legalism. The following passage reveals what flesh can do in
our lives.

Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are:
adultery, fornication ... hatred, contentions, jealou-
sies, outbur sts of wrath, selfish ambitions, dissensions
... drunkenness Galatians 5:19-21a.

We wonder why godly people fall into such sins aslisted
in the Galatians passage. We wonder why we can be so repen-
tant and prayerful about our own sins but do not have victory
over them.
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Most, if not al, of the time the answer isin our legalistic
approach to Christian living.

We engage in legalism when we conduct our lives by seek-
ing to keep self-imposed rulesin human strength—as opposed
to walking in the Spirit. We engage in legalism when we attempt
to keep the commands of the Biblein human strength rather than
by walking in the Spirit. Or we engage in legalism when we at-
tempit to live by the one rule of seeking “to do our best for Jesus.”

The righteous requirement of the law will be fulfilled
in those:

who do not walk according to the flesh but according
to the Spirit. Romans 8:4b.

Do not be afraid to walk in the Spirit But do be afraid of
walking in legalism—and in the flesh.

WITHOUT HIM WE CAN DO NOTHING

| amthe vine, you are the branches. He who abidesin
Me, and | in him, bears much fruit; for without Me
you can do nothing. John 15:5

Many of God'’s children have a deep desire to bear fruit
for God but often live in failure and disappointment.

Concerning fruit bearing, Jesus encourages us to think of
ourselvesin terms of a branch attached to the vine.

The vine-branch illustration reveals the necessity of an
ongoing fellowship between Jesus and believers. A branch at-
tached and then unattached and then attached again will not
receive the essentials for fruit bearing.

We must abide in Him through continual fellowship and
communion and by living out the truth of our union with Him.
Through such abiding Jesus bears fruit through us.
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Oneis reminded of Paul’s description of Christian work
as“gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, and straw.”

Surely, Paul’s “wood, hay, straw” statement describes
those works we attempt in our own wisdom and strength
while his*gold, silver, precious stones’ statement describes
the works accomplished by the vine through the branches.
The latter will bear fruit.

TAUGHT ALL THINGS

“He (the Holy Spirit) will teach you all things ...”
John 14:26

One of the many promisesthat Jesus makesto believersis
that “The Holy Spirit will teach us all things.”

We should take the “all” to mean that not one segment of
our Christian livesis outside the boundaries of this promise.

The promise takes on new meaning when we realize our
constant need of new insights—in our families, in other rela-
tionships, on our jobs, in our social lives, at school, at church.

It isa common experience among believersto turn to the
Lord for insight only after hours—perhaps years—of seeking
an answer to some circumstance. The Lord givesthe light and
then we wonder why it took us so long to look to Him in our
perplexity.

Perhaps, though, our most constant need isto rely on the
Holy Spirit’s teaching usin our Bible reading and study.

... no prophecy of Scriptureisof any privateinterpre-
tation, for prophecy never came by the will of man,
but holy men of God spoke as they were moved by the
Holy Spirit. 2 Peter 1:20-21

When we look to the Holy Spirit to teach us the Scrip-
tures, wefind that the author of the passage becomesthe teacher
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of the passage. What refreshing times are ourswhen weturn to
the Scriptures while trusting the Holy Spirit to teach us.

MOVING TEMPLESOF LIFE

... your body isthe temple of the Holy Spiritwhoisin
you ... 1 Corinthians 6:19

By describing our bodies as temples of the Holy Spirit the
Scripturesareindicating that thereis something specia about them.

In the last chapters of the book by his name the prophet
Ezekiel detailsavision of atemple.

Chapter 47 records Ezekiel’saccount of water flowing from
under theright side of the temple until it becomesariver flow-
ing into the sea. Everywhere the water flowed it brought heal -
ing. The last part of verse nine says:

... everything will live wherever the river goes.

Jesus must have had Ezekiel’svision of thistempleand its
river in mind on the last day of the Feast of Tabernacles when
he cried:

“He who believes in Me, as the Scripture has said,
out of his heart will flow rivers of living water ...”
John 7:37b-38.

Following hisquotation of the words of Jesus, John added:

But this He spoke concerning the Spirit, whom those
believing in Himwould receive  John 7:39%a.

The temple of Ezekiel was stationary. It produced ariver
bringing healing and life—to fish and plants.

Thetemple of our bodiesis mobile. When we live out our
livesin total dependence on Jesus, we take rivers (notice the
plural) of life-giving water wherever we go—to the spirits of
people made in the image of God.
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BURNOUT?

For hewho has entered Hisrest hashimsdf also ceased
from hisworks as God did from His. Hebrews 4:10

The term burnout has made its way throughout our cul-
ture. The experience of burnout has made its way into Chris-
tian circles—even into the lives of Christian leaders.

Has burnout reached you or your family or circle of ac-
guaintances and friends?

Burnout will not reach the onesliving by God'sgrace. They
have entered into Hisrest—and have ceased from their own works.

Have no fear of becoming lazy if you enter into Hisrest.
Consider the testimony of the A postle Paul, who taught us how
to live by grace.

But by the grace of God | am what | am, and His
grace toward me was not in vain; but | labored more
abundantly than they all, yet not I, but the grace of
God which was with me. 1 Corinthians 15:10

To the leaders of the church of Thessalonica he wrote:

For you your sel ves know how you ought to follow us,
for we were not disorderly among you; nor did we eat
anyone’'s bread free of charge, but worked with labor
and toil night and day, that we might not be a burden
to any of you ... 2 Thessalonians 3.7-8

Grace puts us to work. Therefore, it is a work of divine
direction and divine energy. Under these circumstanceswewill
not burn out. We will be fruitful for God.

It isour flesh that drives us. The Holy Spirit guides us.

AHIGHER LEVEL OF THINKINGAND LIVING

“ For My thoughtsare not your thoughts, Nor are your
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ways My ways,” saysthe LORD. “ For asthe heavens

arehigher than the earth, So are My ways higher than

your ways, And My thoughts than your thoughts’

|saiah 55:8-9.

We would have anew quality of lifeif we would move
up from our level of thinking to God’'s and from our waysto
God’s ways. It is possible. Read Paul’s testimony recorded
in 1 Corinthians 2:16b.

... we have the mind of Christ.

Through histhornin the flesh, Paul discovered that think-
ing God'’ s thoughts rather than his own made avast difference
in hisquality of life.

When God sent the thorn, Paul thought, “This needs to
go.” Three times he asked God to take the thorn away. The
Lord answered, “Paul, you need this thorn to keep you depen-
dent on Me.”

Consequently, Paul learned to rejoice and thank God for
every type of pressure that came Hisway.

How do we go about receiving God's thoughts about
our circumstances and about what we are to do next? Read
Colossians 3:1-4.

If then you were raised with Christ, seek those
things which are above, where Christ is, sitting at
the right hand of God. Set your mind on things
above, not on things on the earth. For you died,
and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When
Christ who is our life appears, then you also will
appear with Himin glory.

When we read the “ If then” as* Snce” and “ appears’
as “revealed,” we understand the passage, and we can live
out our enthroned position.
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From that position let us continually concentrate on the
things of heaven and not on things of earth. Let usreceive God's
revelation of what Jesus desires to do through us. Then let us
live out God's word to us.

AMBASSADORS FOR CHRIST

Now then, we are ambassadors for Chrigt, as though
God were pleading through us. we implore you on
Christ’'sbehalf, bereconciled to God. 2 Corinthians5:20

This verse is in the context of Paul’s revelation that all
who arein Christ are new creations, that old things have passed
away and all things have become new.

In becoming new creations, we became ambassadors—
whichisone of the new “things’ of our lives. As ambassadors,
we are representatives. We represent God on this earth.

The words “as though” can be trandlated “since.” The
idea of the versethen is* We are ambassadorsfor Christ since
God does plead through us.”

Paul goes so far as to give us the words an ambassador
uses in presenting Jesus to the unsaved.

...weimploreyou on Christ'sbehalf, bereconciled to
God. 2 Corinthians 5:20

The word “you” in the passage can be misleading. The
word itself isnot in the Greek text.

It would seem that Paul is pleading with the Corinthians
to be reconciled to God. He is not. He means that when he
presents the Gospel of Jesus to unsaved people he says, “We
implore you on Christ’s behalf be reconciled to God.”

Live out the new creation life and represent God as an
ambassador to the unsaved.
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THE EXCEEDING RICHES OF GOD’SGRACE

... God ... made us alive together with Christ ... and
raised us up together, and made us sit together in the
heavenly placesin Christ Jesus, that inthe agesto come
He might show the exceeding riches of Hisgracein His
kindnesstoward usin Christ Jesus Ephesians 2:4-7.

Paul’s “the exceeding riches of God's grace’—used only
herein the New Testament—indicates unusual portionsof grace
beyond the ordinary.

The passage states that one experiences “the exceeding
riches of God's grace in the heavenly places.”

Thetiming of these bountiful portions of graceis“inthe
ages to come.” One can begin at conversion to receive these
plentiful portions of God's grace and continue to receive them
throughout his lifetime on earth. They will then be received
throughout eternity.

Experiencing these unusual portionsof gracein thislife-
time then, means that daily we can live with aforetaste of the
blessedness of eternity.

Onemight say, “1 can believethat | am seated with Christ
in the heavenlies, but how do | experience being there?’

First, we must understand that when we received Jesus
asLord and Savior, wewere spiritually resurrected. Being seated
with Christ in heaven is the third feature of our resurrection
mentioned in the passage quoted above.

Beyond understanding, we must do two other things to
experience our spiritual resurrection. We must believe we are
spiritually resurrected and choose to experienceit.

We are guided in our believing and choosing by the five
commands of Romans 6:11-13. Each is a specific command to
believe or choose.
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By the time he wrote Ephesians, Paul must have been
daily receiving “the exceeding riches of God's grace.” He de-
sired that al believers have the same foretaste of heaven that
was his.

LOOSE THEM!

And he who had died came out bound hand and foot
with graveclothes, and his face was wrapped with a
cloth. Jesus said to them, “ Loose him, and let him
go. John 11:44.

Jesushad cried, “Lazarus, comeforth.” And Lazarus*® came
out bound hand and foot with graveclothes, and his face was
wrapped with a cloth.”

Lazarus cameforth full of life. But because of the grave-
clothes, hewasterribly uncomfortable, frustrated, and limited.
He could not see; he could not hear; he could not talk; he could
not walk. He could neither fellowship nor rejoice with hissis-
ters—and with Jesus.

Jesus said to his disciples, “Loose him, and let him go.”
The graveclothes were removed and Lazarus was free.

Not long after the Lazarus event, Jesus said that those
who livein continual trust in Him would do the kinds of works
that He did—but they would be greater works. Jesus meant
that those of continual trust in Him would do for people spiri-
tually what He did for people physically.

Theraising of Lazarus is a perfect illustration of one of
the works Jesus had in mind. Those living in continuing trust
in Jesus tell non-Christians about the crucifixion, burial, and
resurrection of Jesus. When the Father draws them to Jesus,
the spiritually dead areraised to life.

All of God's children are overflowing with spiritual life
because God's Spirit lives in them. But all must be “loosed.”
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Somedo not hear God. Some are morally lame. Some are spiri-
tual lepers. Some cannot talk of the things of God.

Jesus would say to us, “Loose them.” And we can. We
tell them of their own crucifixion, burial, and resurrection and
how to experience them. When they understand and respond
positively to what we have taught them, the graveclothes will
begin to fall away.

We live as God's miracle workers by continuing to live
out the new-creation life and by sharing our experience with
others.

RIGHTEOUS INDIGNATION

And when He had looked around at them with anger,
being grieved by the hardness of their hearts, He said
to the man, “ Sretch out your hand.” Mark 3:5.

A man with awithered hand stood before Jesus in a Jew-
ish synagogue. Jesus, in an indirect way, asked if he should be
healed. He was answered with silence. Jesus responded with
anger.

Jesuswas angry at their lack of concern and compassion
toward one in need. Thistype of anger has been termed “righ-
teous indignation.”

Read a statement from Paul concerning Christian anger.
Beangry ... Ephesians 4.26a.

This is a command. As Jesus was angry at hardness of
heart, so all believers are to be angry at expressions of hard-
ness of heart.

Paul immediately places boundaries around hiscommand.

“...anddonot sn” : do not let the sun go down on your
wrath, nor give placetothedevil ... Ephesans4:26b-27
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These boundaries show that righteous indignation is to
be short-term. Satan can soon turn righteous anger into sinful
anger. Sinful anger can turn into hate.

Living out our oneness with Christ is our victory over
our anger and hate.

Living out our oneness with Christ also resultsin “righ-
teous indignation.”

GOD’'SSTRANGE FAITHFULNESS

| know, O LORD, ... that in faithfulness You have af-
flicted me. Psalm 119:75.

Before | was afflicted | went astray, But now | keep
Your word. Psalm 119:67.

“God isfaithful.” We have said it often. Usually we say it
when He has answered a prayer, kept a biblical promise, or
protected us from some danger.

The author of Psalm 119 introduces an understanding of
God's faithfulness not commonly held. He says afflictions are
expressions of God'’s faithfulness.

Many have interpreted afflictions as indications of God's
unfaithfulness, saying “ God let medown” or “God deserted me.”

The psamist realized discomfort brought him back to
God and to God'sword. So, he concluded that God's affliction
was a demonstration of His faithfulness.

We don’t like pain. We don’t like clouds that continue to
hang over us—and especially if they hang over us for years.
But many see those clouds as expressions of God's faithful-
ness holding us close to Himself.

The guest revivalist was surprised when one of the mem-
bers of the church asked him to spend the night at his home
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while he was in town. The revivalist asked the pastor about it
and the pastor agreed he should go.

Following the evening service and a meal with the family
the night of theinvitation, the host and revivalist were alone—
talking about spiritual things.

As they talked, the host related to the revivalist a heart-
breaking tragedy that had come to him two years earlier. He
then added, “That is the reason | am here talking about spiri-
tual things right now.” The strange faithful ness of God.

And for many it always leadsto the life of grace.

WHAT ON EARTH ISGOD DOING?

Whereis God?What is God doing? These are likely ques-
tions many—even believers—are asking. While we are not
privileged to know all that God is doing, we do know some
things He is doing.

God is maturing his children. God did not bring usinto His
family to keep usin an infant state throughout our earthly lives.
Consider the Apostle Paul’s words recorded in Philippians 1:6.

... He who has begun a good work in you will com-
pleteit until the day of Jesus Christ.

Romans 8:28 declares that God is working all things to-
gether for good to those who love Him.

And we know that all things work together for good
to those who love God ...

Some Greek manuscriptsread, “ God isworking all things
together for good ...”

God is answering the prayers of those living in fellow-
shipwith Him and responding to Hisleadership. Read the prayer
promise of | John 5:14-15.
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Now thisis the confidence that we have in Him, that if
we ask anything according to Hiswill, He hearsus. And
if we know that He hear s us, whatever we ask, we know
that we have the petitions that we have asked of Him.

God iswith His children. Read Hebrews 13:5.

... He Himself has said, “ | will never |eave you nor
forsake you.”

Let us put on the new man and fully participatein al He
isdoing for each of us.

NO SPIRITUAL ORPHANS

“ And | will pray the Father, and He will give you
another Helper, that He may abide with you forever—
the Spirit of truth ... | will not leave you orphans; |
will cometoyou.” John 14:16-18

The word “orphan” aways stirs emotions of concern and
compassion in the heart of a believer. Television has intensi-
fied those emotions by bringing into our homes heart-stirring
pictures of orphansin third world countries.

Just before entering Gethsemane Jesus introduced the
word “orphan” into the spiritual vocabulary of believers.

In a matter of days the disciples of Jesus would never
again have his continual physical presence with them. They
could and would experience orphan-like emotions. So Jesus
prepared His disciples for the future by telling them that He
would not leave them orphans.

Just before telling His disciples that He would not leave
them orphans, Jesus promised the coming of the Holy Spirit
to live in them. He added that He—Jesus— would come to
them. In Romans 8:9 The Apostle Paul calls the Holy Spirit
“the Spirit of Christ.”
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Jesus also knew there would be many generations of be-
lievers who would need protection against orphan-like emo-
tions. His promise of the presence of the Holy Spirit in the
lives of believers was meant for usall.

Consider the “no orphan promise.” Notice that the en-
tire Godhead isinvolved. The Son asksthe Father to send the
Spirit. The Spirit comes to live in believers. The coming of
the Spirit is, in fact, the coming of Jesusin spiritual form—*1
will come to you.”

God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit are
at work comforting believers with protection from an orphan-
like existence. The Godhead has made provision that in the
Kingdom of God there are “no spiritual orphans.”

The more continuously we experience the filling of the
Holy Spirit, the less continuously we have any sense of being
spiritual orphans.

Our placeisto live out the life of grace and continuously
be filled with the Holy Spirit.

GOD’'SMERCIFUL SHAKING

He has promised, saying, “ Yet once more | shake
not only the earth, but also heaven.” Now this, * Yet
once more,” indicates the removal of those things
that are being shaken, as of things that are made,
that the things which cannot be shaken may remain.

Hebrews 12:26b-27.

Thefirst shakingimplied by the® oncemore’ of the passage
refers to the shaking of the earth at the giving of the ten com-
mandments.

The purpose of the shaking of the thingsthat can be shaken
isthat the things that cannot be shaken remain.
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When God shakes, Hewill remain, but all other objects of
our faith will not remain.

Why refer to God's shakings as “merciful 7’ Throughout,
the Bible makes it plain that God’s plan has always been for
His people to trust Him and Him alone. Our natural tendency
isto trust in ourselves, other people, and things.

When we trust in any person or thing rather than God, we
have missed the mark for our lives. We live on aplane far be-
low the “abundant life” level. Our strength, our joy, our sense
of fulfillment is greatly diminished.

Itisamerciful thing for God to awaken usfrom our spiri-
tual sleep that we might admit our mistake and move to the
road of faith. Trust in God and God aonewill takeusto lifeon
the highest level.

All believersthroughout the Kingdom have their own per-
sonal shakings. If we can see through the darkness of it all, on
the other side of the low-hanging clouds we can see mercy.

God's shakings provide us excellent opportunities to turn
fromfaithin ourselves, others, and thingsto faithin Him alone.

On abroader scale, think of the effect the shakings of God
would have on the work of evangelism if al believers would
respond to them in the way God desires.

FREE TO LIVE FOR JESUS
AND NOT FOR SELF

... 1f One died for all, then all died; and He died for
all, that those who live should live no longer for them-
selves, but for Himwho died for themand rose again.
2 Corinthians 5:14b-15

Many believers have made a deep resolve to cease living
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for self and to begin living for Jesus—but some have soonfailed
in their attempt to do so.

The deep resolve and the following failure may have gone
on for years.

The failures are the result of thinking the deep resolve
isthe way to change. The passage quoted gives another ex-
planation.

First, notice the promise of living for Jesus and not self is
in the context of 2 Corinthians 5:17 which says.

Therefore, if anyoneisin Christ, heisanew creation;
old things have passed away; behold, all things have
become new.

Thewords “in Christ” are significant. Paul had writtenin
Romans 6:3-5 that at conversion, believerswere baptized “into
Christ” by the Holy Spirit. They were baptized into His cruci-
fixion, burial, and resurrection.

Paul’s message of 2 Corinthians 5:14b-15 is that we are
able to cease living for self and to begin living for Jesus be-
cause “ we died.”

We must, though, experience our crucifixion to be free
from living for self and free to live for the Lord Jesus Christ.

GOD’SVAST AND UNDESERVED LOVE

... casting all your care upon Him, for He cares for
you. 1 Peter 5:7

Do any of the following views sound familiar?
“1 don't take my little problems to God.”
“ God doesn’t carefor aninsignificant personlikeme.”

“1 amtoo sinful for God to bless me.”
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The author Hannah Smith says that God grieves more
because of our misunderstanding of Him than about our sins.
She may be right.

A correct view of God's love is declared by Paul in Eph-
esians 3:18b-19awhere he writes of “thewidth and length and
depth and height” of the love of Christ.

In 1 Corinthians 4:7 the Apostle Paul asks the following
penetrating question:

... what do you have that you did not receive?

The implication is that we should look upon everything
we have as agift of God. They are gifts of love that we do not
deserve. James 1:17 declares:

Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above,
and comes down fromthe Father of lights, with whom
thereis no variation or shadow of turning.

When the prodigal son arrived at home, the father lov-
ingly received him, bountifully met his needs, and made him
the honorary guest at ajoyous and lavish banquet.

Did the prodigal deserve these vast expressions of love?
No! The prodigal had donetwo things. He had cometo himself
and he had come home.

If we have cometo ourselves and will come on home, God
has abundant provision and ajoyful banquet awaiting us—and
itisal agift from Hisloving heart. Let ustakeit all by faith by
putting on the new man.

OUR GOD IN CONFRONTATION

When the Philistines took the ark of God, they
brought it into the house of Dagon and set it by
Dagon. 1 Samuel 5:2
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Having lost abattleto the Philistines, the | sraglitesthought
it wiseto take the Ark of the Covenant into combat with them.
In their minds, they were taking God into the battle. The Phi-
listines believed they were facing the God Who had delivered
Israel from the land of Egypt.

In spite of the presence of the ark the Philistines won the
battle and captured the ark. They “ brought it into the house of
Dagon and set it by Dagon.” Perhapsthey believed God would
worship Dagon. However, this did not happen.

... early in the morning, there was Dagon, fallen
onitsfaceto the earth before the ark of the LORD.
1 Samuel 5:3

The Philistines picked up their god and returned him to
his place. That night another confrontation took place.

And when they arose early the next morning, there
was Dagon, fallen onitsface to the ground before the
ark of the LORD. The head of Dagon and both the
palms of its hands were broken off on the threshold;
only Dagon’'s torso was left of it. 1 Samuel 5:4

Until the Philistines returned the Ark of the Covenant to
Israel, God wrought havoc among them.

Years|ater therewas another Dagon-Jehovah confrontation.
Theresultswerethe same. As David confronted Goliath he said:

“You cometo mewith a sword, with a spear, and with
ajavelin. But | cometo you in the name of the LORD
of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you
have defied.” 1 Samuel 17:26

Those who have dared to be in confrontation with and de-
fiance of the God of Abraham, | saac, and Jacob have not fared
well—and never will.

It isto Jehovah weturnto receive graceto liveinvictory.
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PARTICIPATING IN THE JOY OF HEAVEN

“| say to you that likewise there will be more joy in
heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-
ninejust personswho need no repentance.... Likewise,
| say to you, thereisjoy in the presence of the angels of
God over one sinner who repents.” Luke 15:7, 10

There is great regjoicing in heaven over one sinner who
repents—and we can participatein theregoicing while still liv-
ing on earth.

Paul teaches that we have been seated with Christ in the
heavenliesto experience life in the presence of God. In agree-
ment with this, the author of Hebrews says that we have al-
ready come to the heavenly Jerusalem to experience the pres-
ence of God. He writes:

But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of
the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, to an innu-
mer able company of angels, to the general assembly
and church of the firstborn who are registered in
heaven, to God the Judge of all, to the spirits of just
men made perfect ... Hebrews 12:22-23

In chapter ten the Book of Hebrews also invitesusto enter
the heavenly Holy of Holies to experience life with God.

When we experience the readlity of lifein the Holy of Ho-
lies, we will join in the rgoicing over the multitudes that are
coming to Christ all over the earth.

But thereisanother way we can participateinthejoy of heaven.

Under the leadership of the Holy Spirit, we can be used of
God to bring the unsaved to Christ. There are many ways in
which we can participate.

We can financially and prayerfully support those who are
on foreign fieldstelling the lost about Jesus.
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We can live so that others will see Jesus in us and want
what we have. We can distribute tracts. We can pray. We can
use our voicesto tell others about Jesus.

And every time God uses us in some way to bring a
person to salvation in Jesus, heaven breaks out in rejoic-
ing—and so can we.

GOD WILL USEYOU

So when the LORD saw that he turned aside to | ook,
God called to him from the midst of the bush and
said, “ Moses, Moses!” And he said, “ Here | am.”
Exodus 3:4

Bob desperately wanted all God had for him. He knew
there was more. Time after time Bob would kneel most of the
night at apark bench crying out to God for the more he desired.

Bob gave a radio message each morning for the church he
served asinterim pastor. One morning just before hewasto goon
theair aleader of the church arrived along with a second man.

The second man was introduced to Bob as a visitor who
wasintownto do aseriesof studiesinthe church. He also was
to do the radio broadcast that day. Asthe guest speaker taught
from the Bible, Bob thought, “1 believe thisman can help me.”

Following the broadcast the two had coffee. Bob told the
visitor of his spiritual need. The visitor unfolded a napkin and
drew three circles. Two circles were close to each other while
the third one was at a distance.

Themanthen said to Bob, “L et the distant circle represent
God. Let the circle closest to the distant circle represent the
bush God spoke through, and let the third circle represent
Moses.”

Then the man said, “Bob, what would have happened if
Moses had been a hundred milesto the north.”
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Inreporting theevent Bob said, 1 never heard another word
hesaid al week long.” A listener who didn’t understand the mes-
sage of the three circles asked Bob why he was so affected.

Bob said, “If Moses had been 100 milesto the north, God
would have used another bush. “ Any old bush will do.” The
message changed Bob Hobson forever.

The guest speaker was the famous Mg or lan Thomas—
who with those few words alone has made agreat contribution
to the Kingdom of God.

A lot of usthink God cannot use us. The truth is He will
use anyone who lives by grace. Any old bush will do.

THOSE OTHER MIRACULOUSBIRTHS

“Most assuredly, | say to you, unless one is born of
water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of
God. That which isborn of the flesh isflesh, and that
which is born of the Spirit is spirit.” John 3:5-6

Thebirth of Jesuswasthefulfillment of the prophecy of Isaiah
that a virgin would give birth to a son and his name was to be
Immanuel—meaning God is with us. God became a man—but
never ceased being God. Thetheologians call Jesusthe God-man.

The Holy Spirit overshadowed Mary and she conceived.
Such abirth is beyond comprehension. We can only meditate
on and marvel at His birth.

Such abirth will never be duplicated. But there are births
extremely similar, birthsthat are all of God and miraculous.
When we received Jesus as Lord and Savior, we were born
of the Spirit. God entered our lives. Paul writes in Romans
8:9 “Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is
none of his.”

The result of this birth is not God-man, but it is God in
man. The man never becomes God as God became man, but
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God in man becomes reality.

Jesus testified that the works He did were proof that He
was from God.

“ ... the works which the Father has given Me to fin-
ish—the very works that | do—bear witness of Me,
that the Father has sent Me.” John 5:36

Later Jesus made amost remarkabl e statement about those
in whom God lives:

“Verily, verily, | say unto you, He that believeth on
me, the works that | do shall he do also; and greater
works than these shall he do; because | go unto my
Father.” John 14:12

We free ourselves to live by faith in Jesus as we live out
our new-creation life.

Think of thejoy God haswhen Heisableto useustoraise
the spiritually dead and heal the spiritually diseased.

GOD’SWILLING GIFT

“For God so loved the world that He gave His only
begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should
not perish but have everlasting life.” John 3:16

Also the coming of Jesusto die on the crossinvolved sev-
eral love choices on His part.

The love of the Father and the Son is “greater far than
tongue or pen can ever tell.” Read the following:

Let thismind beinyouwhichwasalso in Christ Jesus,
who, being in the form of God, did not consider it
robbery to be equal with God, but made Himself of no
reputation, taking the formof a bondservant, and com-
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ing in the likeness of men. And being found in ap-
pearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became
obedient to the point of death, even the death of the
cross. Philippians 2:5-8

The Father willed to send Jesus. Jesus chose to come to
earth to provide life. Heis God's willing gift.

We want theworld to know that Jesus cameto provide our
glorious salvation. We want the world to experience all that
Jesus came to make possible.

When, in love, Jesus came to this earth, He did so as the
“Last Adam.”

“The first man Adam became a living being. The last
Adambecamealife-giving spirit.” 1 Corinthians15:45

This dimension of the divine love gift meant the cre-
ation of anew race of people—people crucified, buried, and
resurrected.

Experiencing these features of our life in Jesus moves us
to the highest benefit of divine love for Christian living.

THE REST OF THE CHRISTMAS STORY

“For God so loved the world that He gave His only
begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should
not perish but have everlasting life.” John 3:16

Why was Jesus born? Almost any devoted believer
would say, “Jesus came to die for our sins.” All evangeli-
calsjoyfully agree.

But therewere other reasonsfor Hiscoming. In John 18:37,
Jesus said:

“ For thiscause| wasborn, and for thiscausel havecome
into theworld, that | should bear witnessto thetruth.”
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Our Lord'swords, “ If you have seen me, you have seen the
Father” express one of the most important truths Jesus came to
reveal. See another passage conveying the same thought:

No one has seen God at any time. The only begotten
Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, He has de-
clared Him. John 1:18

Jesus al'so came to be an example of what man should be
like. Read the revealing words of 1 Peter 2:20b-21:

... Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example,
that you should follow His steps: “ Who committed no
sin, Nor was deceit found in His mouth” ; who, when
Hewasreviled, did not revilein return; when He suf-
fered, He did not threaten, but committed Himself to
Himwho judges righteously ...

Jesus came to defeat Satan and deliver man from the fear
of death.

Inasmuch then as the children have partaken of flesh
and blood, He Himself likewise shared in the same,
that through death He might destroy himwho had the
power of death, that is, the devil, and release those
who through fear of death were all their lifetime sub-
ject to bondage. Hebrews 2:14-15

By coming to earth as the “Last Adam” (1 Corinthians
15:45), Jesus began anew race of peoplein whom and through
whom He would live again on this earth.

Presenting our bodiesto God is possible because the Holy
Spirit baptized us into union with Jesus.

OUR REASONABLE SERVICE

| beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of
God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice,
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holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable
service. Romans 12:1

Presenting our bodies as living sacrifices to God is our
“reasonable service” as believers. In the Old Testament, liv-
ing sacrificeswere almost alwayskilled and then consumed—
either by fire or as food. We give our bodies to God to be
“consumed” by Him. Our bodiesremain alive, but arefully at
God's disposal.

Giving our bodiesto God is reasonabl e because “ the mer-
cies of God” have made it possible. Romans 6:6 says:

... knowing this, that our old man was crucified with
Him, that the body of sin might be done away with,
that we should no longer be slaves of sin.

The phrase* that the body of sin might be done away with”
can be trandated “ that the body might be delivered fromsin.”
Experiencing our crucifixion releases our bodiesfrom the con-
trol of our sin nature that we might present them to God.

Paul’s appeal to giveour bodiesto God asliving sacrifices
is reasonable because of the results. As the following passage
indicates, presenting our bodies as living sacrificesto God re-
sults in righteousness whereas presenting them to our sin na-
ture results in unrighteousness.

And do not present your members as instruments of
unrighteousnessto sin, but present your selvesto God
as being alive from the dead, and your members as
instruments of righteousness to God. Romans 6:13

Presenting our bodies to the control of God is reasonable
becauseit isan act “ acceptable to God.”

To present our bodiesto God as living sacrificesisrea
sonable becauseit isastep toward arenewed mind and trans-
formed life.
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And do not be conformed to this world, but be trans-
formed by the renewing of your mind ... Romans 12:2

STRENGTHEN THE TIE THAT BINDS OUR HEARTS

... §peaking the truth in love, [that we] may grow upin
all thingsinto Himwho isthehead—Christ—fromwhom
the whole body, joined and knit together by what every
joint supplies, according to theeffectiveworking by which
every part doesits share, causes growth of the body for
the edifying of itself in love. Ephesians4:15-16.

According to this passage, every member of the church
has the responsibility and privilege of strengthening the fel-
lowship of the church.

Two things make this responsibility and privilege ex-
tremely important. One is the widespread condition of bro-
ken fellowships in churches—which results in broken lives
and broken friendships.

Also, strong fellowship among believersis amajor theme
in the New Testament. John 17 records that just hours before
Jesus died on the cross he repeatedly prayed that Hisfollowers
would be one.

How can we strengthen the fellowship of our churches? Ac-
cording to the passage, it isthrough permitting Jesusto livethrough
us. The passage saysthat it isfrom Jesusthewholebody “isjoined
and knit together by what every joint supplies, according to the
effective working by which every part doesits share ...”

Our firg step in strengthening the tie that binds our heartsis
growing up in all thingsinto Christ—the head of the church. Our
growth into Him permits Him to express Himself through us.

We grow up into Christ through truth and through inti-
mate fellowship with Him.

The most certain way to experience growth into Jesusis
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by receiving more and more truth from God’'s word and by
experiencing fellowship with Jesusin the heavenlies.

ENLARGING OUR CHRISTIAN SERVICE

If then you were raised with Christ ... Set your mind on
things above, not on things on the earth. Colossians 3:2

Many of uscould vastly enlarge our Christian serviceif we
would set our “mindson thingsabove, not onthingsontheearth.”

Consider the Hebrews 7:25 statement of one thing that is
happening in the heavenlies:

He is also able to save to the uttermost those who
come to God through Him, since He always lives to
make intercession for them.

With our awareness of this prayer ministry of Jesus, the
Holy Spirit will at timeslead ustojoin our Lord in praying for
the Christian growth of all believers. The result is the expan-
sion of our Christian serviceto every nation on earth inhabited
by believers.

Read a kindred passage to Hebrews 7:25:

... the Spirit Himself makes intercession for us with
groanings which cannot be uttered. Romans 8:26

The broader context of this passage reveals that the Holy
Spirit asks the Father to give believers circumstances to bring
us into communion with the Father.

We cannot pray for particular circumstancesin thelives
of others. But under the Spirit’'s leadership, we can pray for
God to give all believers the circumstances that will result
in communion with Him. Such praying will giveusaworld-
wide ministry.

Paul writes of the intercessory work of Jesus. Read
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Romans 8:34:

... Christ who died ... isalso risen [and] is even at
the right hand of God [where He] ... makes interces-
sion for us.

This intercessory work of Jesus is for the inner peace of
believersin their difficult circumstances. As the Spirit leads,
we can join our Lord in thiswork of intercession. Theresult is
an expansion of Christian service to believers wherever they
might be.

Our best opportunity for participating in the ministries of
Jesus and the Holy Spirit is through abiding in the heavenlies.

THE SANCTIFICATION OF OUR LORD

“ And for their sakes | sanctify Myself, that they also
may be sanctified by the truth.” John 17:19

In John 10:36 Jesus testified that He had been sanctified
by the Father and sent into the world. “ Sanctified” first of all
means set apart. The Father set Jesus apart to cometo thisearth
and do Hiswork as Savior and Lord.

Several timesin the New Testament Jesusisreferred to as
“the holy one.” Theword holy carries the same idea as sancti-
fied. Heisthe “set apart one.”

Jesus spoke the words of John 17:19 in prayer to the Fa-
ther. They add anew dimension to His sanctification. Literally
Hiswords are “| am sanctifying myself ...”

Jesus prayed this prayer just minutes before entering
the Garden of Gethsemane where He repeatedly prayed, “ Not
my will but Thine be done.” Surely, His prayer of sanctify-
ing Himself was a prayer of availability to the will of the
Father.
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Theavailability of Jesusto the Father’swill was availabil-
ity to die on the cross. He sanctified Himself—He made avail -
able Himself—to die for sinners.

In the prayer of John 17:19 Jesus told the Father He was
making Himself availableto the Father that believers might be
made available to the Father by the truth.

Jesus knew that He had come as“the Last Adam” to begin
anew race. He would be crucified, buried, and resurrected so
that members of His new race would be crucified, buried, and
resurrected.

Members of Jesus' new racelive out thelife of sanctifica-
tion—availability to the Father—through experiencing their
own crucifixion, burial, and resurrection.

When believers possess these truths and act upon them,
they will increasingly be available to the Father.

DON'T OBSTRUCT THE FIRE!

Do not quench the Spirit. 1 Thessalonians 5:19

Throughout Scripture, the word “ quench” is used in ref-
erence to fire. The command is that we are not to quench this
fiery One Who has taken up permanent residence in our lives.

Theimplication of the passage isthat anever-ceasing fire

is burning in the hearts of believers but it is possible for usto
obstruct it. We will not put out the fire, but we can hinder it.

Ontheday of Pentecost the Holy Spirit inhabited and filled

those in the upper room. God gave tongues of fire to indicate
what was about to happen—and was happening.

And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and be-
gan to speak with other [foreign] tongues [lan-
guages]|, asthe Spirit gave them utterance. Acts 2:4
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Consider the testimony of Jesus concerning His own
ministry:
“The words that | speak to you | do not speak on My

own authority; but the Father who dwellsin Me does
theworks.” John 14:10

For themost part oursisaministry of words. In John 7:37-
39 Jesus spoke of the flow of the Holy Spirit from our lives as
rivers of life-giving water. He flows from our lives mostly
through words.

Don't quench the Spirit. Don’t obstruct thefire. Don’t hold
up the flow of life-giving words from your own heart.

But how do we obstruct the flow of life? And how do we
remove the obstruction.

It is our flesh that obstructs the flow. We remove the
obstruction of the flow by experiencing the crucifixion of
our flesh.

James 3: 6 states that “ the tongue ... is set on fire by
hell.” Most of us can testify with deep regret of having that
experience more than one time.

Let us have the continual experience of a tongue set on
fire by heaven and take life wherever we go.

SILENT EVANGELISM

“ And the glory which You gave Me| have given them,
that they may be one ... that the world may know that
You have sent Me, and have loved them as You have
loved Me.” John 17:22-23

A college student telling afellow student of hisrecent con-
version to Christ named thefellow student as one of four people
who had led him to Christ.
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The fellow student was shocked. He had never witnessed
to the new believer.

Without knowing it the fellow student had engaged in si-
lent evangelism. Hislife had been the witness. Silent evange-
lism goeson al the time through God-loving people who have
agenuine walk with Him.

Thisis no recommendation that any believer should con-
clude silent witnessing isenough. It isnot. Thisisto say that a
silent witness adds power to the witness of words.

In His prayer recorded in John 17 Jesus reveal s the power
of the silent witness. A spirit of oneness between believers—
individually and in churches—impactsthe unsaved of theworld.

The greatest burden for believers Jesus carried to the cross
was that they be one. He knew that a spirit of oneness among
believers would have an evangdlistic impact on the lost world.

That spirit of onenesstestifiesto the unsaved that God sent
Jesus and that God loves believers as much as He loves Jesus.

Should we not join Jesusin praying for aspirit of oneness
among believers? Should we not live out the life of grace that
we might be an instrument of oneness among believers?

Should we not involve ourselves in scattering the mes-
sage of grace which would result in a spirit of oneness among
those who respond?

TESTED BY FIRE

Now if anyone builds on this foundation with gold, sil-
Ver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, each one’'swork
will become clear; for the Day will declareit, because
it will be revealed by fire; and the fire will test each
one'swork, of what sortitis. 1 Corinthians 3:12-13

Wood, hay, and stubble will not withstand the test of fire.
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Those words describe some of our Christian works.

Gold, silver, and precious stones—other words that de-
scribe Christian works—will withstand the fire.

Paul writes, “the Day will declare” our work. The ref-
erence, of course, isto the day of judgment.

A magjor question is—can weknow now which of our works
are gold, silver, and precious stones and which of our works
are wood, hay, and stubble?

The Apostle Paul gives insight into the answer in Romans
8:5-16. There hepresentsarather lengthy contrast between walk-
ing in the flesh and walking in the Spirit. In verse 12 he writes:

Therefore, brethren, we are debtor s—not to the flesh,
to live according to the flesh.

By implication Paul is saying that we should live accord-
ing to the Spirit.
Most of uswill testify of serving the Lord in the flesh. We

have served Him according to our own plans and in our own
strength. We have tried to do things that only God can do.

Those must certainly be the works of wood, hay, and
stubble. Those are the works that will burn.

Theworksof gold, silver, and precious stonesaretheworks
we do whenwalking in the Spirit. These arethe worksthat will
withstand fire on judgment day.

We have every reason, then, to walk in the Spirit. Our
present life will be one of fruitfulness. And our works will re-
main throughout eternity.

GRIEVE NOT THE SPIRIT

And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God ... Eph-
esians 4:30

The Holy Spirit iswithin all believers and we grieve Him
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just as we grieve loved ones and friends.

Any failure on our part to walk with God grievesthe Holy
Spirit. The command, do not grieve the Spirit, however, islo-
cated in a passage of specific commands—some are negative
and some are positive.

We will look first at the negative commands—things we
need to cease doing because they bring grief to the Holy Spirit.

... putting away lying ... Ephesians 4:25

“Be angry, and do not sin”:? do not let the sun go
down on your wrath, nor give placeto the devil. Eph-
esians 4:26-27

Let himwho stole steal no longer ... Ephesians 4:28

Let no corrupt word proceed out of your mouth ...
Ephesians 4:29

Let all bitterness, wrath, anger, clamor, and evil
speaking be put away from you, with all malice.
Ephesians 4:31

Thefirst of the positives are the opposites of the first four
negativesjust mentioned. We are to speak truth rather thanlie,
be angry (righteous indignation) without sinning, work rather
than steal, and speak good wordsthat will build up othersrather
than corrupt words. The remaining positives are:

... be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving
one another, even as God in Christ forgave you.
Ephesians 4:32

When we live out the exchanged life, we are not grieving
the Holy Spirit. We are living out both the negative and posi-
tive commands mentioned in the passage.
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CHRIST FORMED INYOU

My little children, for whom | labor in birth again
until Christisformedinyou ... Galatians 4:19

The verse uses two analogies of childbirth. Oneisthat of
the forming of the fetus in the mother.

Paul’s concern isfor Christ to be formed in his readers.

The picture reminds us of Jesus being formed in Mary.
The message isthat just as Jesus was physically being formed
daily in Mary, He may be formed in believers spiritually.

The second analogy is that of the pain that accompanies
the birth of the child. Paul is experiencing that type of pain for
his readers.

Thereisareason for Paul’s deep concern for the Galatian
believers. While with them he had taught them of the presence
of Christ in their lives. He had seen Christ being formed in
them as they experienced their new-creation life.

After Paul left the Galatian church, though, Satan cameto
the churchinthelives of false teachers—teacherswho told the
young believers Paul was wrong and that one is righteous
through keeping the law.

When Paul heard of the distressing situation, he knew that
spiritual growth would cease. He knew that attempting to keep
the law would totally eliminate their walking in the Spirit—
and the formation of Christ in them.

Paul responded with the letter of Galatians. In chapter one
he referred to the false teaching as “another gospel.” In the
fifth chapter he wrote that in returning to legalism they had
“fallen fromgrace.”

Christ will be formed—and seen—in us only as we reject
alifeof living by rules and continue living the exchanged life.
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SAVED FOR GREATNESS

For we are Hisworkmanship, created in Christ Jesus
for good works, which God prepared beforehand that
we should walk in them. Ephesians 2:10

This passage does not say specifically that believers are
saved for greatness, but when interpreted by other passages, it
does. Give attention to the words “created ... for good works.”
Now read the following words of Jesus:

“You know that those who are considered rulers over
the Gentileslord it over them, and their great ones ex-
erciseauthority over them. Yet it shall not be so among
you; but whoever desires to become great among you
shall beyour servant. And whoever of you desiresto be
first shall be dave of all. For even the Son of Man did
not come to be served, but to serve, and to give Hislife
aransomfor many.” Mark 11:42b-45.

God sees greatness when He sees one engaged in Spirit-
directed service to others. With that in mind think of the
words of Ephesians 2:10 that believersare “... created unto
good works ...”

When we received Jesus as our Lord and Savior, we re-
ceived a spirit of service to others. At that very moment we
were equipped to serve.

e were equipped for greatness.

When we were created in Christ Jesus, the Holy Spirit took
up residencein our lives. “Thefruit of the Spiritislove...” The
fruit of the Spirit isa servant spirit in the hearts of believers.

The more the service, the more the greatness. According
to Scripture, the more the filling of the Spirit, the more the
service. So we can say, “ The more thefilling of the Spirit, the
more the greatness.”
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Wewere madefor greatness. So, wewere madeto live out
our lives as Spirit-filled believers.

Weliveout our livesas Spirit-filled believersaswelive out
the new-creation life.

LIVING THE NEW COVENANT

For thisis the covenant that | will make with the
house of Israel after those days, says the Loro: |
will put My laws in their mind and write them on
their hearts; and | will betheir God, and they shall
be My people. Hebrews 8:10

Thisverse explaining the new covenant isaquotation from
the Book of Jeremiah. At the conclusion of the quotation the
author of Hebrews writes:

In that He says, “A new covenant,” He has made the
first obsolete. Now what is becoming obsolete and
growing old is ready to vanish away. Hebrews 8:13

Thefirst covenant—which was one of God’slawswritten
on stoneto be obeyed by the nation of Israel—isnow obsol ete.
Using other words, Paul agrees. He writes:

... having wiped out the handwriting of requirements
that was against us, which was contrary to us. And
He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the
cross. Colossians 2:14

The covenant of “Do’s” and “Don’ts” written on stone
died with Jesus. It is obsolete. In the new covenant God
writes His laws in our minds and hearts. The Spirit of God
within is continually saying, “Yes, do that” or “No, do not
do that.”

The new covenant, unlike the obsol ete covenant, gives be-
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lievers the power to obey the “Dos” and “Don’'ts.”

...God ... sending Hisown Son in the likeness of sin-
ful flesh, ... condemned sinin theflesh, that therigh-
teous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us
who do not walk according to the flesh but according
to the Spirit. Romans 8:3-4

When welive out the exchanged life, wewalk in the Spirit
and the Spirit lives in and through us the righteous require-
ment of thelaw. Helivesout the*Dos’ and“Don’'ts” Hewrites
on our hearts.

TRUTH WRAPPED IN LOVE

... but, speaking thetruthinlove, may growupinall things
into Himwho isthe head—Chrig ... Ephesans 4:15

As we grow up in al things into Christ, we experience
Christian growth in every area of our lives.

When pastors want their members to grow as believers,
they give them new truth wrapped in love.

When teachers of the Bible want their students to grow
in their Christian lives, they give them new truth wrapped
inlove.

When mentors want their disciplesto grow in the Lord,
they give them new truth wrapped in love.

While exhortation is a Christian responsibility, endless
exhortations without new truth wrapped in love doesn't re-
sult in Christian growth.

It goes without saying that the truth we need to speak is
truth from the Scriptures. Thisfirst of all means knowledge of
the Scripturesthrough trusting the Holy Spirit to give new light
aswe read and study.



Living in the Garden of Grace 103

And Galatians 5:22 makes plain how all believers—in-
cluding Christian teachers—may have an abundance of love:

... thefruit of the Spiritislove....

Christian workers are instruments of growth as they—
through living the exchanged life—provide new light from
God'sword wrapped in love.

LEFT BUT NOT FORGOTTEN

... while they watched, He was taken up, and a cloud
received Him out of their sight. Acts1:9

Jesus was gone. His followers watched Him go. Their
friend, their Lord, this Servant of men was gone—to the
right hand of the Father. Jesus had | eft them, but He had not
forgotten them.

Our ascended L ord continues as a servant of men.

...with Hisown blood He entered the Most Holy Place
once for all, having obtained eternal redemption.
Hebrews 9:12b

Only days after His ascension and enthronement—on the
day of Pentecost—He poured out the Holy Spirit to livein and
empower believers. Acts 2:33 explains.

Therefore being exalted to theright hand of God, and
having received from the Father the promise of the
Holy Spirit, He [ The resurrected and exalted Jesus]
poured out this which you now see and hear.

Jesus began a ministry of unceasing intercession for the
Christian growth of all believers upon His ascension. He-
brews 7:25 says.

ThereforeHeisal so ableto saveto the uttermost those
who cometo God through Him, since He always lives
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to make intercession for them.

The shed blood of this resurrected Servant-Lord opened
the door for believersto experience life with Him in the pres-
ence of the Father:

And so, dear brothers, now we may walk right into
the very Holy of Holies where God is because of
the blood of Jesus. ... And since this great High
Priest of ours rules over God's household, let us

gorightin, to God Himself ... Hebrews 10:19, 21a
(TLB)

Let us not delay. Do so today. Because of His shed blood,
“walk right in.”

Itisall of grace.

KINGSINLITTLE ROOMS

But Jehosheba ... took Joash the son of Ahaziah, and
stolehimaway... and they hid him ... inthe bedroom
... S0 hewas hidden ... for six years, while Athaliah
reigned over theland. 2 Kings 11:2-3

Upon the death of King Ahaziah of Judah, his mother,
Athaliah, had all the heirsto the throne killed—she and oth-
ers thought. So shereigned over Judah for the next six years.

However, Jehosheba, Ahaziah's sister, had hidden Joash,
infant son of Ahaziah and the one remaining heir to the throne
of Judah, in aroom in the temple.

Attheend of six years, Jehoiada, the husband of Jehosheba
who was aso a priest, conceived a plan to kill Athaliah. The
plan worked. Joash, released from his cramped quarters, was
crowned king of Judah.

Thehidden years of Joashillustrate the spiritual condition
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of many believers. Read the following burst of praise to the
Lord Jesus.

For You were slain, And have redeemed us to God
by Your blood out of every tribe and tongue and
people and nation, And have made us kings and
prieststo our God; And we shall reign on the earth.
Revelation 5:9b-10a

Jesus redeemed us to live as kings. If we sense we are
“kings in little rooms,” let us break down those walls of
limitation and frustration created by our flesh, Satan, and
the world.

e can! Paul writes:

... those who receive abundance of grace and of the
gift of righteousnesswill reignin lifethrough the One,
Jesus Christ. Romans 5:17b

We only need to continue to receive—and the tense of
the verb indicates continual action—abundance of grace and
the gift of righteousness.

We continue to receive abundance of grace and the gift of
righteousness aswe continueto live out the fiveimperatives of
Romans 6:11-13.

THELIFTER-UPOF MY HEAD

But You, O LORD, are ... the One who lifts up my
head. Psalm 3:3

Thetitle of Psalm threeindicatesthat David wroteit ashe
fled from Jerusalem and from his son Absalom.

David was possibly expressing his faith that God would
restore him as the King of Judah—from which he was being
driven.
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The statement, however, could be areference to his emo-
tions. David waslikely experiencing such things asfear, disap-
pointment, confusion, and grief over his son.

Many things affect us so deeply that we give visible
demonstration of our emotions by lowering our heads. Who
has not heard some loving person command, “Now get your
head up?’

One man who began experiencing the exchanged life was
asked if his lifestyle had been affected. Among other signifi-
cant things he wrote the following:

| began walking with my head up and looking people
intheface. | had walked with my head down not |ook-
ing at people | came near.

If you are now facing circumstances that have left you in
an emotional statethat causesyou to lower your head, why not
consider joining this brother? Why not immediately turn to the
biblical truth of your oneness with Jesus?

The nature of our circumstances and emotions is not the
determining factor in God’s ability to lift up our heads.

God can give victory as we live out the exchanged life
regardless of our emotional state.

DEATH FIRST!

“Most assuredly, | say to you, unlessa grain of wheat
fallsinto the ground and dies, it remains alone; but if
it dies, it produces much grain.” John 12:24

Jesus spoke these words just after Andrew and Philip told
Him that Greeks were present and desired to see Him.

But why such aresponse? Why did Jesus not immediately
invite them to be with Him that He might teach them?

Jesus likely reacted as He did because He knew that the
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gospel would spread to the uttermost part of the earth and that
many in and beyond the Jewish world would receive Him and
enter into fullness of life—but not at thistime.

Heknew also that before the blessingswould flow to both
the Jewish and Gentile worldsHewould die and beraised from
the dead. He knew He and the Father would send the Holy
Spirit.

On this occasion Jesus used a grain of wheat to illustrate
the necessity of Hisdeath. Hidden beneath the hard shell within
each grain there is life that can multiply into many grains of
wheat. Death releases the hidden life.

However, the grain of wheat must be placed inthe earth to
die. The death is the deterioration of the hard shell releasing
theinner life that produces the many more grains of wheat.

As Jesus illustrated the necessity of His own death, He
surely spoke another message. His followerswill become pro-
ducers of much fruit through experiencing death.

According to Jesus, bearing fruit for the blessing of oth-
ersand for the glory of God isamatter of “Death First.”

THE BODY ISDEAD—THE SPIRIT ISLIFE

And if Christ is in you, the body is dead because of
sin, but the Spirit is life because of righteousness.
Romans 8:10

Notice that the New King James version spells Spirit with
thecapital “S.” Thetrandatorsbelievethisisareferencetothe
Holy Spirit. Many other versions use the lower case “s” indi-
cating abelief thisis areference to the human spirit.

This passage seemingly refersto the human spirit, teaching
that the believer’sbody carriesin it the seeds of death whilethe
believer’'s spirit isfilled with life—because of righteousness.

There are two types of righteousnessin the New Testament
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and both are the result of grace. Justification—"declared
righteousness’—becomes the believer’s possession at con-
version to Christ.

The other righteousness of the believer taught in the New
Testament is “realized righteousness.” Thisis the actual righ-
teousness of God lived out in through the believer—resulting
in“life.” Read Romans 5:21:

... that as sin reigned in death, even so grace might
reign through righteousness to eternal life through
Jesus Christ our Lord.

Noticethe progressionto the abundant life—"grace,
teousness,” “life.”

Read a confirming statement in Romans 5:17:

righ-

... those who receive abundance of grace and of the
gift of righteousnesswill reignin lifethrough the One,
Jesus Christ.

Theprogressionisthesame—*grace,” “righteousness,

Our physical death problem caused by Adam’ssin will not
be reversed until resurrection day, but day by day we can live
invictory in our spirits.

life”

EQUIPPED FOR DIFFICULT MINISTRY

But when it pleased God, who separated me from my
mother’s womb and called me through His grace, to
reveal His Son in me, that | might preach Himamong
the Gentiles... Galatians 1:15

Soon after Paul’s conversion to Christ, he began teaching
the Jews in Damascus about Jesus.

Immediately he preached the Christ inthe synagogues,
that He is the Son of God ... But Saul increased all
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the more in strength, and confounded the Jews who
dwelt in Damascus, proving that this Jesus is the
Christ. Acts9:20, 22

In histestimony recorded in Acts 26, however, Paul re-
veals that Jesus told him he was to go to the Gentiles to
bring them to salvation—for a Jew atask far more difficult
than going to the Jews.

In verse 1:15 of Paul’s extensive testimony recorded in
Galatians 1:10-3:1 Paul expresses that God's preparation for
thisexceedingly difficult task wasadivinerevelation that Christ
was“in him.”

Near the end of thelengthy testimony Paul sharesabroader
expression of the revelation. In Galatians 2:20 he writes:

| have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer |
who live, but Christ livesinme ...

It was Paul’s crucifixion with Christ that made it possible
for theindwelling Christ to livein and through him. The Christ
within was the One successfully taking the message to the
Gentiles “through” the Apostle Paul.

All believersare called to ministriestoo difficult for mere
human wisdom and power. Our need istheministry of the Christ
within through us.

BEINGWITH JESUSWHERE HE IS

“ Father, | desire that they also whom You gave Me
may be with Me where | am, that they may behold My
glory which You have given Me; for You loved Me
before the foundation of the world John 17:24

One'sfirst thought in reading this verse most likely isthat
thisisaprayer of Jesusthat His followers would be with Him
in heaven when they die or when He comes again.
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But on second thought, we understand that Jesus would
not pray such aprayer in light of John 14:1-3.

If this does not mean being with Jesus in heaven after
death or after Hisreturn, what could it mean. One verse seems
to bethe perfect interpretive statement explaining this passage.
It is2 Corinthians 3:18:

But we all, with unveiled face, beholding asin a mir-
ror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into
the same image from glory to glory, just as by the
Spirit of the Lord.

If we are beholding the glory of the Lord with unveiled
face, we are with Him where He is—beholding His glory.

Also, in Romans 6:10 we are told that Jesus is alive
unto God. That must mean that He is where God is. Then
Romans 6:11 says we are to believe that we are alive unto
God. That is, we areto believe that we are with Jesus where
Heis.

This glorious experience is ours through living out our
union with Christ.

The experience itself is enough. But Paul saysthat aswe
behold the glory of Jesus, we are being transformed into the
same image from glory to glory.

FREEDOM FROM DIVISIONSIN THE CHURCH

For He ... has made both one, and has broken down
the middle wall of separation, having established in
His flesh the enmity, that is, the law of command-
ments contained in ordinances, so as to create in
Himself one new man from the two, thus making
peace ... Ephesians 2:14-15
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In Ephesians 2:14-15 Paul makes clear that through His
crucifixion Jesus broke down the middle wall of partition that
separated Jews from Gentiles. He abolished that wall—which
was the law.

Thetruthisthelaw hascreated awall of partition between
believers.

The Pharisees of Jesus day illustrate that one living by
legalism becomes a severe critic of those who break the laws
of God. The legalist takes another’s disobedience to the laws
of God personally.

Romans 8:3 the Apostle Paul says that keeping the law is
living in the flesh. Notice how many of the flesh result in a
spirit of enmity.

Now theworks of theflesh areevident,... hatred, con-
tentions, jealousies, outburstsof wrath, ... dissensions,
...envy ... Galatians 5:19-21a

When the approach of achurchto Christian living iskeep-
ing the law rather than walking in the Spirit, the result is en-
mity. That church will have divisions.

The sadness created by the divisions is not necessary.
When we received Jesus as Lord and Savior, we were bap-
tized into the crucifixion of Jesus. Our flesh and all it produces
in uswas crucified.

L et usexperience our crucifixion and enjoy freedom from
all the forces of enmity against our fellow believers—let us
enjoy the freedom from the grief of church divisions.

THE MATURING OF JESUS

... though He was a Son, yet He learned obedience by the
things which He suffered. Hebrews 5:8
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The Gospel of Luke provideslight on the maturing of Jesus
asachild.

And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in
favor with God and men. Luke 2:52

Hebrews 5:8 provides insight into the maturing of Jesus
asan adult. Both passages magnify the humanity of JesusWho
could not mature in His deity; He could only mature in His
humanity.

The revelation that Jesus learned obedience is within a
passage concerning Jesus as our High Priest. His suffering
through obedience was preparing Him as High Priest for all
believers who suffer.

All believers are priests and they also are equipped for
their priesthood through suffering. Read 2 Corinthians 1:5-6:

For as the sufferings of Christ abound in us, so our
consolation also abounds through Christ. Now if we
are afflicted, it isfor your consolation and salvation,
which is effective for enduring the same sufferings
which we also suffer. Or if we are comforted, it isfor
your consolation and salvation.

Asbelieverssuffer intheir walk with God, they know Jesus
prays for them with personal knowledge of what they experi-
ence. They also know that Jesus is their example of being
equipped for priesthood through suffering.

Thesetruths have specia meaning for thoseliving out their
union with Christ. Read Paul’s statement to Timothy:

Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus
will suffer persecution. 2 Timothy 3:12

THE OTHER YOU

...what | will to do, that | do not practice; but what |
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hate, that | do. Romans 7:15

Someone confronts us and we feel a spontaneous rising
of anger—unplanned and unwanted. We hate the thought of it.
But at that moment our emotions are out of control.

Paul had the same problem—and knew what the problem
was. He wrote:

Now if | do what | will not to do, it isno longer | who
do it, but sin that dwellsin me. Romans 7:20

Paul saw our sin nature as being like another person
living in us.

Our desire is to exchange this unwanted person in us
for one who responds to confrontation with love and peace
and patience rather than with hatred and anger. \We can have
that exchange.

In writing of the filling with the Holy Spirit in Romans
8:9-11, Paul usestheword “dwell.” Paul likely uses” dwell” to
place the work of the Holy Spirit in usin sharp contrast to the
sin that “dwells’ in us.

Our sin nature, like another person, will spontaneously re-
spond to confrontation with anger. The Holy Spirit living in us
responds to the same confrontation with love and patience.

When the Holy Spirit fills us, He becomes the other per-
son in us responding to our confrontations with others.
Consider other unwanted responses of our sin nature:

Now theworks of theflesh are ... hatred, contentions,
jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, dis-
sensions, envy ... Galatians 5:19-21a

Thinking on these possibilities gives us added desire for
the Holy Spirit to be that other personin us.
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HOW DO YOU READ MOSES?

But even to this day, when Mosesisread, a veil lies
on their heart. 2 Corinthians 3:15

In 2 Corinthians 3:7-11 Paul describesthe law as“... the
ministry of death, written and engraved on stones,” “the min-
istry of condemnation,” and “what is passing away.” But he
also says there was a glory about the law—a glory that was
passing away.

Paul revealsthat God through Moses, the lawgiver whose
face shone when He had communion with God, gives a pro-
phetic statement about the law itself. Paul writes:

... Moses,... put a veil over his face so that the chil-
dren of Israel could not look steadily at the end of
what was passing away. 2 Corinthians 3:13

When thosewho believethat lifeis found in keeping com-
mandments read Moses, aveil lieson their hearts. They do not
know that the glory of the law has passed away.

But even to this day, when Mosesisread, a veil lies
ontheir heart. 2 Corinthians 3:15

The statement applies to the nation of Israel and also to
anyone who does not understand that the glory of the law has
faded away.

In verses 16b-17 Paul ingists that the vell on the heart can
beremoved, alowing oneto seethat theglory of thelaw isgone.

...when one turnsto the Lord, the veil istaken away.
Now the Lord isthe Spirit; and where the Spirit of the
Lord is, thereisliberty.

Romans 8:3b-4 explainshow the Spirit liberatesfrom seek-
ing to keep the law in human strength:

[God] condemned sin in the flesh, that the righteous
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requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us who do
not walk according to theflesh but according tothe Spirit.

PLACING JESUSAS CRUCIFIED
ON PUBLIC DISPLAY

O foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you that you
should not obey the truth, before whose eyes Jesus
Christ wasclearly portrayed among you as crucified?
Galatians 3:1

The Apostle Paul isreminding his Galatian readers that
they have seen Jesus as crucified on public display.

Paul does not refer to some inanimate display of art or to
an experience of their imagination. He writes of seeing with
their eyes Jesus as crucified. What could Paul mean?

Theanswer isin Paul’ stestimony two versesearlier. It reads:

| have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer |
who live, but Christ livesin me ... Galatians 2:20

The people of Galatiamust have asked Paul and Barna-
bas what made them different from anyone else they had
ever seen.

Galatians 2:20 is possibly a restatement of what he told
them. He surely had taught them that when any person receives
Jesus as L ord and Savior, His crucifixion, burial, and resurrec-
tion becomes theirs.

In Galatians 2:20 Paul mentionstwo thingsthat result inthe
life of one experiencing crucifixion, burial, and resurrection:

...1tisnolonger | who live, but Christ livesin me ..

When Paul experienced his crucifixion, the works of the
flesh were not at work in hislife and Jesus was free to express
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Himself in and through him.

Christ ascrucified wasvisibly demonstrated through Paul
when he was free of the works of the flesh and filled with the
Holy Spirit.

Observers of any believer who experiences crucifixion,
burial, and resurrection will have a visible demonstration of
Jesus as crucified.

Let usspend therest of our lives placing Jesusas crucified
on public display wherever we may go.

OBLIGATED TOWALK IN THE SPIRIT

Therefore, brethren, we are debtors; not to the flesh,
to live according to the flesh. Romans 8:12

The Greek word translated “debtors” can, and should,
be translated “under obligation.” The obligation to walk in
the Spirit isimplied because the verseis apart of aseries of
contrasts between walking in the flesh and walking in the
Spirit. We do one or the other.

But why would Paul not be satisfied writing of the privi-
lege of walking in the Spirit? Why would he write of obli-
gation to do so?

The context of the verse provides multiple answersto this
guestion. First, we have an obligation to our own spiritual and
emotional welfare. Read Romans 8:13:

For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye
through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye
shall live.

We have an obligation to God to walk in the Spirit rather
than in the flesh:
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Because the carnal mind isenmity against God; for it
isnot subject to thelaw of God, nor indeed can be. So
then, those who are in the flesh cannot please God.
Romans 8:7-8

Weoweit to othersto walk in the Spirit and not in the flesh:

For thosewho live according to theflesh set their minds
on the things of the flesh, but those who live according
to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit. Romans 8:5

Galatians 5:19-22 reveals that with the mind on the
things of the flesh we are thinking anger, hate, divisiveness,
and jealousy. But with our minds on the things of the Spirit
we are thinking love, peace, meekness, patience, kindness,
and gentleness.

We should think obligation aswell as privilege aswe con-
sider alife of walking in the Spirit—as we live out our death,
burial, and resurrection.

SELF-PITY

Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are:
adultery ... lewdness ... hatred, contentions, jeal-
ousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, dis-
sensions, ... drunkenness ... and the like ... Gala-
tians 5:19-21a

Paul’s addition of the words“and the like” indicates there
are many works of the flesh he could have added.

Onework of the flesh that can be added is “self-pity.” We
feel sorry for ourselves when we conclude that our difficult
circumstances come either from an uncaring God or someone
with evil intention toward us.

Self-pity is a robber. It robs us of love because we see
others as evil toward us. We cannot see the needs of others



118 Living in the Garden of Grace

because we are consumed with oursalves.

Self-pity robs us of joy. We fail to see the “good” in our
uncomfortable circumstances.

Self-pity robs us of inner peace. We complain about our
uncomfortable circumstances and those who create them. We
would defeat, rather than love, those who create them.

What can believers do when we realize we have a prob-
lem with self-pity?

We can begin by believing we are in the hands of God
and by understanding all things come from God’s loving
heart—and for our own good. We can begin to give thanks
for all things.

Believers can confess that self-pity comes from our flesh.
We can experience the crucifixion of our flesh and our self-
pity by obeying the five commands of Romans 6:11-13.

We will befilled with the Holy Spirit—and with love, joy,
and peace.

The Fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace ... Gala-
tians 5:22

ALWAYSON THE DEFENSIVE

Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body,
that you should obey it inits lusts. Romans 6:12

Theverbtense of “reign” impliescontinual action. We are
never to relax our defensive posture against the constant at-
temptsof our sinful nature, our flesh, to control us—spirit, soul,
and body.

But how do we defend oursel ves against these ond aughts?

The command itself implies an act of our will. We must
choose not to live out of our *“know-it-all attitude.”
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Because the command of Romans 6:12 is one of five con-
secutive commands for living by God's grace, a part of our
defensive stand is also obeying the other four.

In obedience to these commands we believe we are cruci-
fied, buried, and resurrected. We choose not to give our bodies
to our own wisdom but to God. We permit Him to express His
love and shine His light through our bodies.

We permit God to express Himself through us when we
accept guidance from Him. He continually gives us guidance
about what to say and do next.

There seemsto be one condition aboveall othersthat breaks
down our defensive mode against our flesh.

Fatigue!

Many of us have admitted lapsing into walking intheflesh
when in a continuing state of physical and/or emotional fa-
tigue. The Holy Spirit will lead usto a state of fatigue—but not
into a state of continual fatigue.

Whenweareinadate of continua fatigue, irritability, impa
tience, rudeness, anger, and other works of the flesh will surface.

When we realize what has happened, we must regain our
defensive posture by taking time out to return to continual obe-
dience to the five commands for walking in the Spirit and not
in the flesh.

The Holy Spirit will guide and enable usto keep up our
defenses.

FILLED AND FULFILLED
“1 have come that they may have life, and that they
may have it more abundantly.” John 10:10b

“ But the water that | shall give him will become in
him a fountain of water springing up into everlasting
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life” John 4:14

With the terms “life abundantly” and “everlasting life”
Jesuswas speaking of alife of fulfillment. Such an exalted life
is characterized by several things. Consider afew.

The experiences of many indicate that few things give
believers agreater sense of fulfillment than meeting the needs
of othersby giving of one’s self, one’' stime, or one' sresources.

A believer’s sense of fulfillment is characterized by the
knowledge that he is growing as a Christian; he is experi-
encing freedom from troubling sins and being filled with
desired Christian virtues.

Theinner peace that comesfrom walking withthe Lord is
accompanied with a positive sense of fulfillment.

When Jesus said the water He gives provides “ everlasting
life’—a“fulfilled life”’— He was speaking of the Holy Spirit.

The water that produces the everlasting, fulfilled life is
continuously springing up. We must continuously drink of that
water. The Apostle Paul describes our drinking of the water as
“being filled with the Holy Spirit.”

Our sense of fulfillment is the result of our continually
being filled with the Holy Spirit.

When we arefilled with the Holy Spirit, we do engagein
sacrifice to meet the needs of others. We do grow as Chris-
tians. We do have a continual walk with God.

For the “fulfilling” we receive the “filling” of the water
that is springing up.

WHEN GOD SPEAKSOUT LOUD

...weareambassadorsfor Christ, asthough God were
pleading through us: we implore you on Christ’s be-
half, be reconciled to God. 2 Corinthians 5:20
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The Gospel of John records an incident in which God the
Father speaks to Jesusin an audible voice.

Then a voice came from heaven, saying, “ | have both
glorified it and will glorify it again.” Therefore the
peoplewho stood by and heard it said that it had thun-
dered. Others said, “ An angel has spoken to Him.”
John 12:28b-29

Other examples of God speaking out loud are His speak-
ing to Moses through the burning bush and Jesus speaking to
Paul on the road to Damascus.

In thisday of the new covenant when God writesHislaws
on our minds and hearts, does God still speak out loud?

Consider thefollowing legitimate translation of 2 Corin-
thians 5:20:

We are ambassadors for Christ, Snce God is plead-
ing through us.

Many of us have come from a successful witnessing situ-
ation with the testimony, “God told me exactly what to say.”
We said it and God moved in the heart of the one to whom we
witnessed. God was pleading through us. God was speaking
out loud.

The word “ambassador” underlines the thought. Am-
bassadors are not decision makers. They are representatives
of the one who sends them. When they speak, the one who
sends them speaks.

And so it iswith ambassadorsfor Christ. Often God gives
us the exact words and we reproduce them—out loud.

For the sake of the unsaved and all who need aclear word
from God this solemn truth moves us to live out our oneness
with Christ.
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WHEN GOD’SNOBODIESBECOME
HIS SOMEBODIES

But God has chosen the foolish things ... the weak
things... thebasethings... things... despised ... and
the things which are not ... 1 Corinthians 1:27-28

Evidently, the people of Corinth looked upon believers as
an inferior people—even nobodies. Many in our day have the
same attitude toward evangelical Christians.

God, though, has a plan for his nobodies to become
somebodies. It isasfollows:

...of Himyou arein Christ Jesus, who became for us
wisdom from God—and righteousness and sanctifi-
cation and redemption ... 1 Corinthians 1:30

When we responded to God's call to salvation (verses
26-27) and the Holy Spirit baptized usinto Jesus, He became
our wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, and redemption.

Aswegrow in the new-creation life, we progressively be-
come God's somebodies. We grow in experiencing Jesus as
our wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, and redemption.

God's changesin us are not without significant results.
As divine wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, and re-
demption fill our lives, God is glorified. Read verse 31.

...that, asitiswritten, “ Hewho glories, let himglory
in the Lord.

Some are brought to their knees before God's nobodies
who became God's somebodies.

God has chosen thefoolish things ... to put to shame
thewise, and ... the weak things ... to put to shame
the things which are mighty; and the base things
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...and the things which are despised God has cho-
sen, and the things which are not, to bring to noth-
ing the thingsthat are, that no flesh should glory in
His presence. 1 Corinthians 1:27-29

DELIVERED TO GRACE

... you obeyed from the heart that form of doctrineto
which you were delivered. Romans 6:17b

Since the entire context of the above verse concerns the
believers new-creation life, Paul must be referring to obedi-
ence to that “form of doctrine.”

Notice Paul’s statement “ to which you were delivered.”

Those of uswho share the message of living by grace have
delivered it to our fellow believers with varying responses.
Some of the responses are somewhere between indifference
and belligerence.

In these cases we were trying to deliver the message to
someone who had not yet been delivered to the message.

How isone delivered to the message? The Scripturesindi-
cate two ways.

Oneisaninner disturbance caused by a sense of spiritual
failure. Read Paul’s words:

Moreover the law entered that the offense might
abound. But where sin abounded, grace abounded
much more. Romans 5:20

The passionate legalistic who has a deep love for God is
in the process of being delivered to the message of living by
grace. Legalism resultsin sin—and asense of spiritual failure.
In the heart of one who loves God a sense of spiritual failure
leadsto grace.
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Second, Paul’s thorn in the flesh passage of 2 Corin-
thians 12:7-10 shows that desperate circumstances can de-
liver one to grace.

Our fellow-believerswho are not yet disturbed about their
own spiritual failure and are in comfortable, seemingly victo-
rious circumstances are not yet delivered to the message.

Let us keep delivering the message as God's Spirit leads.
At this very moment God is delivering some to the message
with whom we will have divine appointments. Then we and
some of those prepared ones will be “ on tiptoe with joy.”

GODLY LIVING

... all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will
suffer persecution. 2 Timothy 3:12

“Godly living” can be said to be “ God-likeliving.” Itisa
life possessing God-like qualities.

Theideaof godly living may leave many saying, “You will
have to count me out. | could never arrive at such alofty life.”

Godly living, though, is not something we achieve. Itisa
life we choose.

Thewords* in Christ Jesus’ indicate the possibility of a
godly lifefor the believer who choosesit. The godly lifeisfor
the believer who chooses to live out his union with Christ.

When we live out the exchanged life, we put the flesh and
itsungodly qualities out of power, releasing the Holy Spirit to
fill uswith Himself and live the godly life through us.

One result of the godly life is persecution. Those *“ who
live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution.” This re-
minds us of words of Jesus.

“Theworld ... hates Me because | testify of it that its
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works are evil”. John 7:7

“ ... because you are not of the world, but | chose
you out of the world, therefore the world hatesyou.”
John 15:18-19

The implication of Jesus words is that a godly lifeisa
rebuke to the life-style of the world.

While the world at large will hate those living the godly
life, experience has shown that some will come to despise the
lifethey areliving and receive Jesus as Lord and Savior.

Godly living aso attracts some believersto chooseto live
the exchanged life.

A CHURCH OF JOYFUL GENEROSITY

Moreover, brethren, we make known to you the grace
of God bestowed on the churches of Macedonia: that
inagreat trial of affliction the abundance of their joy
and their deep poverty abounded in theriches of their
liberality. 2 Corinthians 8:1-2

In an appeal to the church at Corinth to give generously to
an offering for the poor saints at Jerusalem, Paul tells of the
generosity of the churchesin Macedonia.

Paul attributes the generosity of the Macedonians to an
overflow of joyfulness produced by the grace of God.

The Macedonian believers had three good reasons not to
be so generous in their giving. God's grace lifted them above
all three.

First, the Macedonians gave generously in spite of appeals
by Paul for them not to do so. In verses 3 and 4 Paul writes:

For | bear witnessthat according to their ability, yes,
and beyond their ability, they were freely willing,
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imploring us with much urgency that we would re-
ceive the gift and the fellowship of the ministering to
the saints.

Second, a state of deep poverty could not stop the
Macedonians from giving generously.

Third, a“trial of affliction” —whatever it was—could not
stop the Macedonians from sending a generous gift.

By God's grace the Macedonians lifted the burdens of the
poor in Jerusalem with agenerous gift—and by inspiring other
believersto give generously.

Even today our churchesareinspired aswetell of the gen-
erosity of the Macedonian churches.

Thereis, however, something far more important we can
do. We can lead our members to understand and experience
the life of grace. When our churches respond, one of many
results will be a church of joyful and inspiring generosity.

SUFFICIENT STRENGTH FORALL THINGS

| can do all things through Christ who strengthens
me Philippians. 4:13

While thanking the Philippiansfor their offering to meet
his needs, Paul rises above the immediate context and
“shouts the ringing testimony, “ Through the strength Christ
gives | can do all things.”

Because dl believershavedistinctive circumstances, gifts,
and callings, the “all things” of each of us are unique.

Our source of victory inour “all things,” however, isthe
same as Paul’s.

Philippians 4:13 isafavorite of alarge number of believ-
ers, yet some have not learned how to receive the strength Jesus
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givesfor their “ all things.”

Theword in Philippians 4:13 translated “through” is usu-
aly trandated “in” throughout the New Testament. When the
word is so trandlated here, the verse reads:

| can do all things*in” Christ who strengthens me.

We will greatly simplify Paul’s meaning when we trans-
late “through Christ” as* in union with Christ.”

It iswhen Paul experienceshisunion with Christ that Jesus
becomes his sufficient strength in all things.

Sufficient strength for all things comes*custom-made” for
each believer who lives out his union with Christ.

Some believers living in defeat say, “But my circum-
stances are different.” They are correct about their circum-
stances, but they have the privilege of moving from defeat
to victory.

All believers have been baptized into union with Christ
by the Holy Spirit and have avail able to them the same power
Paul had.

GOD’'SPENETRATINGLIGHTS

For you were once darkness, but now you arelight in
the Lord. Walk as children of light ... Ephesians 5:8

Jesus said He was the light of the world. He also said be-
lieversare thelight of the world. The Apostle Paul writes, “ ...
you arelight in the Lord.”

In Ephesians 4:22-24 Paul writes that believers are to put
off the old man and put on the new man. Hefollowswith alist
of specific features of the old man to be put off and of the new
man to put on.

Thiscommand for believersto walk as children of lightis
apart of that list. That is, when believers put off the old man
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and put on the new man they will “ Walk as children of light.”

The result of our “ walk as children of light” is expanded
in verse 11 when Paul writes that our light will expose the un-
fruitful works of darkness:

And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of
darkness but rather expose them.

Theword exposereveal sthe powerful and penetrating light
of the new man.

When he enters and spends time in an atmosphere of
darkness, those in the darkness will become aware of their
own sins. The exposure is not through words of the new
man pointing out sins. The exposure is in the penetrating
light of the life of the new man.

The Holy Spirit will use the exposure to bring some of
those in darkness to repentance. Some believers who have
strayed into and, for aseason, have become a part of the dark-
ness will return to awalk with the Lord. Some who have al-
ways been in darkness will receive Jesus as Lord and Savior.

Knowing the power of being apenetrating light shiningin
the darknessis motivation enough for usto put off the old man,
put on the new man, and walk as children of light.

“FIRST LOVFE”

... | havethisagainst you, that you have left your first
love. Revelation 2:4

Ask children who have recently received Jesus as Lord
and Savior how they are different. The answers are nearly
alwaysthe same. “| obey my parents better” and “| get along
with my brothers and sisters better”—expressions of “first
love.”

Recently converted adults often testify of a desire for
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their family members and friends to have the salvation they
have just received—expressions of “first love.”

The Ephesians experienced that “ first love” and “left” it.
Almost all believers have donethe same. Leaving hisfirst love
must be what Paul was referring to when he wrote:

| was alive once without the law, but when the com-
mandment came, sin revived and | died. Romans 7:9

Experiencing first loveis perhaps the most vivid memory
we have of those hours and days immediately following our
conversion experience.

Somerefer to daysof “ first love” and of being “ alive” as
aperiod of sovereign grace. Wewerefilled withthe Holy Spirit
without even knowing who the Holy Spirit is.

After abrief period—the amount of time varies—many of
uslost or “ left” our first love and other of the initial changes.
Many look back at those newborn days asthe best days of their
Christian lives.

God never intendsfor a Christian’sfirst daysto bethe best
days. He always has something far better in mind. Our “sover-
eign grace” days provide us with sweet memories. But their
most important purpose is to provide a taste of how we can
live every day of our lives.

God givesthose“ first love” daysasHisgreatest appeal to

us to experience His grace every hour of our lives—living out
our union with Christ.

AVAILABLE BODIES

| beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of
God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice,
holy, acceptableto God ... Romans 12:1
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The word “sacrifice” conveys the idea of “being con-
sumed.” The word “holy” conveys the idea of “being avail-
able.” One meaning of the word “present” is “to place at
someone’s disposal.”

Read 1 Thessalonians 5:23:

Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you com-
pletely; and may your whole spirit, soul, and body be
preserved blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ.

“Sanctify” meansto “set apart.”

Each of the words mentioned above indicates God's de-
sireto havetotal accessto the believer’s body.

In light of these words concerning the availability of our
bodies to God, read Paul’s thoughts of hope about his body
that he penned to the Philippians.

...[that] Christ will be magnified in my body, whether
by life or by death. Philippians 1:20

Asthe heavensvisibly reveal the glory of God, so can the
bodies of Christians.

When others can see Christ in our lives, our bodies bring
glory to God. When needy hearts hear our voices speak words
of truth and love, our bodies bring glory to God.

Astheglory of the heavens draws many to aspirit of wor-
ship of God, He uses the bodies of believersto do the same.

Paul’s encouragement to “present” our bodies to God in
Romans 12:1 is arepeat of his command in Romans 6:13 to
“present” our members to God to be used as instruments of
righteousness.

Living out the exchanged life results in our bodies being
made available to God.
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GOD'SEARTHEN VESSELS

But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the
excellence of the power may be of God and not of us.
2 Corinthians 4.7

God's* earthenvessels’ are His children—body, soul, and
spirit. The implication of the term iswe are like clay pottery.
We shatter easily. Paul enlarges on the idea:

We are hard pressed on every side ... perplexed ...
persecuted ... struck down ... 2 Corinthians 4:8-9

God sends the breaking circumstances that we might be
totally dependent on Him. When we trust in Him, we are:

not crushed ... not in despair ... not forsaken ... not
destroyed. 2 Corinthians 4:8b-9

In 2 Corinthians 12:9 Paul quotes Jesus as calling thisen-
abling power “grace.” We are earthen vessels that we might
live by grace.

When weturn to God for Hisgrace in the throes of a shatter-
ing experience, our bodies express both the crucifixion and resur-
rection of Jesus—thusresultingin“ life” for others. We are:

... always carrying about in the body the dying of the
Lord Jesus, that the life of Jesus also may be mani-
fested in our body. For we who live are always deliv-
ered to death for Jesus' sake, that the life of Jesus also
may be manifested in our mortal flesh. Sothen deathis
working in us, but lifein you. 2 Corinthians 4:10-11.

“Broken” believers see God turn “ death” into “ life,” as
they turn to His grace for “ life.”
In verse 15 Paul adds:

For all things are for your sakes, that grace, having
spread through the many, may cause thanksgiving to
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abound to the glory of God.

By sending shattering experiences to His “ earthen ves-
sels” GodfulfillsHisintention of spreading graceto many. The
result isthanksgiving by many believersand glory to God.

DON'T WASTE YOUR CONVERSATIONS

Let no corrupt word proceed out of your mouth, but
what is good for necessary edification, that it may
impart grace to the hearers. Ephesians 4:29

This command is one of a series exhorting the reader to
put off the old man and put on the new man. The larger context
beginsin verse 20. The nature of the command implies conver-
sations with other believers.

The old man permits “corrupt” words to proceed from
his mouth. The new man speaks words that are “good for
necessary edification and imparting grace.” These arewords
that build up a quality of faith that trusts in God for life's
resources.

Theword translated “ corrupt” isused by Jesusto describe
bad fish and treesthat bear bad fruit. Bad fish are thrown away.
Bad fruit from corrupt trees is thrown away.

Conversations of our old man may be helpful to adiscour-
aged or disturbed believer for a brief period of time. The pas-
sage implies, though, that if our words do not build up and
supply grace to our fellow-believers, we have engaged in a
“throw away” conversation.

When we put off the old man and put on the new man,
God will guide us in our conversations. He will provide the
opportunity and words that build up and impart grace.

Paul continues this command concerning our conversa
tions with other believers by saying:
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And do not grievethe Holy Spirit of God, by whomyou
were sealed for the day of redemption. Ephesians4:30

“Corrupt” words in our conversations with fellow be-
lievers will fail to meet their needs and will grieve the Holy
Spirit.

When we experience our oneness with Jesus, our conver-
sations will direct others to the grace of God and bring plea-
sure to the Holy Spirit.

We will not waste our conversations.

MORE THAN CONQUERORS

Nay, in all these things we are more than conguerors
through Him that loved us. Romans 8:37 (KJV)

This statement of victory answers the question of verse 35:

Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall
tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or
nakedness, or peril, or sword?

Before answering this question, Paul quotes Psalm 44:22
to show that believers’ sufferings are from the Lord and for
His sake.

Asitiswritten, For thy sake we are killed all the day
long; we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter.

Following the quotation, Paul answers the question of
verse 35:

Nay, in all these things we are more than conguerors
through himthat loved us. Romans 8:37 (KJV)

Thewordtrandated“in” canaso betrandated “ by”—which
is appropriate for this context. The idea of the verse theniis:
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No, our sufferings will not separate us from the love
of Christ. However, because of our sufferings we are
more than conquerors through Him that loved us.

When some unexplained suffering comesto anew Christian,
it can be devadtating. Yet, in the throes of desperation, the new
believer turnsto God for strength—and finds Him sufficient.

In God’s timing, the process is repeated over and over.
Godiscrystallizing in the believer’smind and heart the truth
that He istotally dependable. Asthe believer grows in total
dependence on the totally dependable God, he is becoming
more than a conqueror.

Becoming more than a conqueror is not the result of
self-developed inner strength or courage. It is the result of
God-developed awareness of inner weakness brought about
by desperate circumstances—resulting in a growing depen-
dence on God.

“Himthat loved us’ isthe One who was crucified, bur-
ied, and resurrected that we might experience our crucifix-
ion, burial, and resurrection—hastening our development as
“ more than conquerors.”

THE GOD OFALL GRACE

But may the God of all grace, who called us to His
eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after you have suffered
awhile, perfect, establish, strengthen, and settle you.
1 Peter 5:10

The God of all grace called us to Himself and gave us
the faith to receive salvation through Jesus—without our
deserving either.

... the God of all grace, who called usto His eternal
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glory by Christ Jesus ...

The God of al grace sends unwanted suffering to turn us
to Him asour resource for life. He then responds by equipping
usfor life.

... after you have suffered a while, perfect, establish,
strengthen, and settle you ...

Through suffering, the God of all grace*perfects’ us. The
word tranglated “perfect” is used to describe the mending of
nets and the setting of bones. Through our suffering and result-
ant dependence on the God of al grace, we become usable to
God and to man.

Through suffering, the God of al grace establishesus. The
word means to make strong. As our bodies become strong
through vigorous exercise, through suffering—and the result-
ant dependence on God—Dbelievers become strong emotion-
aly, morally, and spiritually.

Through suffering, the God of all grace strengthens us.
“Srengthens’ is a companion word to “ establish.”

Through suffering, the God of al grace settlesus. He makes
us like the house the wise man built on arock. We are able to
withstand the rains, the floods, and winds of life because of
our suffering and resultant faith in God,

The Apostle Paul testifies that his God-sent thorn in the
flesh exposed his inner weakness and turned him to the grace
of God.

KNOW YOUR AVAILABLE POWER

[l pray] that you may know ... what is the exceed-
ing greatness of His power toward us who believe
... Ephesians 1:18b-19a

In order to experience our available power, we must
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know what power is obtainable. Paul describes this power
in Ephesians 1:19-21.

He first describes the measure of the power we may
have. It is:

... according to the working of His mighty power
which Heworked in Christ ... Ephesians 1:19b-20a

Paul then writes that the power available to believersis
the same power of God that raised Jesus from the dead and
enthroned Him in the heavenlies. He begins in Ephesians
1:20b with:

...when Heraised Him from the dead ...

Paul enlarges on the power expressed in Jesus and avalil-
ableto us:

... and seated Him at Hisright hand in the heavenly
places ... Ephesians 1:20c

Verse 21 further describes the power of enthronement as
placing Jesus:

... far aboveall principality and power and might and
dominion, and every name that is named, not only in
this age but also in that which isto come.

By knowing our available power and by continuing to be-
lieve and choose our crucifixion, burial, and resurrection, we
experience resurrection and enthronement power.

Resurrection and enthronement power enables us to
“wrestle” effectively from our enthroned position “ against the
rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of
wickedness’ far below us. In Ephesians 6:12 Paul writes:

we ... wrestle ... against principalities ... powers ...
therulersof thedarknessof thisage ... spiritual hosts
of wickedness ... in the heavenly places.
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Paul’s prayer is that we “may know” this power.
TAKE THE SWORD OF THE SPIRIT

And take ... the sword of the Spirit, which isthe word
of God ... Ephesians 6:17

This verse follows Paul’s listing of the parts of a
believer’s armor for facing Satan—all of which are for de-
fensive purposes.

The word of God is an instrument of offense.

The Greek word translated “ word” means “spoken
word.” That is, the believer speaksto the forces of darkness
the words the Holy Spirit gives him.

Aswe go on the offensive by taking the gospel to the un-
saved, often the words the Holy Spirit gives us to speak to
Satan will be Scripture. Matthew 4:1-4 details an encounter
between Jesus and Satan. Jesus responded to each of the three
temptation of Satan by quoting Scripture. Following the third
temptation, Satan departed.

We should be open to any words the Holy Spirit gives as
we go forward with the Gospel of Jesus.

Notice Paul’sdescription of thosewho are still inthe king-
dom of darkness recorded in Ephesians 2:2-3: They walk:

... according to the course of thisworld, according to
the prince ... of the power of the air, the spirit who
now works in the sons of disobedience ... fulfilling
the desires of the flesh and of themind ...

By taking “the sword of the Spirit” we successfully
come against “the prince of the power of the air.” We live
out the words of Jesus to Peter when He explained that Sa-
tan would not be able to stop the advancement of His King-
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dom. He said to Peter:

| will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and
whatever you bind on earth shall have been bound in
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall have
been loosed in heaven. Matthew 16:19b (NASB)

This could be understood as the sword of the Spirit, bind-
ing Satan and loosing the unsaved to salvation.

We may take “ the sword of the Spirit” by living out the
new-creation life.

PRAYING IN THE SPIRIT

But you, beloved, building your selves up on your most
holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit, keep yourselves
in the love of God ... Jude 1:20-21

The only verb in this statement is “ keep.” The idea of
the passage is:

Keep yourselves in the love of God by building up

your selves on your most holy faith—by praying inthe

Holy Spirit.

Many have said to someone doubting his acceptance by
the Lord:

You can do nothing to make God love you more and
you can do nothing to make God love you less.

Assuming that the statement is true, why would the Bible
encourageusto“ keep” ourselvesintheloveof God? The state-
ment must mean so walk with God that the One Who loves us
can abundantly bless us.

The passage teaches that we keep ourselvesin the love of
God by faith. Aswe trust God with all of life's decisions and
circumstances, He pours His blessings on usand expresses His
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love through us.

Finally, the passage teaches that growing in faithisare-
sult of “ praying in the Spirit.”

When we pray in the Spirit, we are permitting the Spirit to
lead us as we pray. When we pray in the Spirit, we are praying
according to the will of the Father.

First John 5:14-15 teaches that when we pray according
to the will of God, our prayers are answered.

A continuing string of answered prayers will produce a
healthy growth of an exciting faith in God.

Let us pray in the Spirit, experience a growing faith, and
keep ourselvesin the love of God.

The surest way to pray in the Spirit isby living the law of
the Spirit.

THE SPIRITUAL ONES

Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any trespass, you
who are spiritual restore such a one in a spirit of
gentleness ... Galatians 6:1

Thesewordsfollow thefifth chapter of Galatianswhich
contrastslifein the flesh with lifein the Spirit. Those “ who
are spiritual” are obviously those who are walking in the
Holy Spirit.

Paul makes the same contrast in 1 Corinthians 3:1.

And 1, brethren, could not speak to you asto spiritual
people but asto carnal, asto babesin Christ.

Each passage reved s an advantage possessed by “the spiri-
tual ones.” They are the church members who are capable of re-
storing a brother taken in a trespass—with gentleness—and they
are capable of receiving the weightier truths of the Scriptures.
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First Corinthians 2:15 also concerns “the spiritual ones.”

But he who is spiritual judges all things, yet he him-
self isrightly judged by no one.

This passage saystwo things about the spiritual ones. First,
they haveinsight into all things. Thisisnot because of unusual
brilliance, but because the indwelling Spirit revealsto them all
things. Thisfact isunderlined in the following verse, 1 Corin-
thians 2:16, where Paul writes:

... we have the mind of Christ.”

Second, the spiritual ones are understood by no one. The
“unworldly” and “divinely empowered” walk of the onesfilled
with the Holy Spirit is amystery to those without understand-
ing of the Spirit-filled life.

“The spiritual ones” are those living out the new-cre-
ation life.

NEW “CONVERSIONS’ EVERYDAY

... the new man who isrenewed ... Colossians 3:10

The verb trandlated “ renewed” is used only two timesin
the New Testament—asisthe noun form of theword. Three of
the usages describe changes in believers. In Titus 3:5 one of
the nouns describes the conversion experience.

This implies that believers can have conversion-like
changes. 2 Corinthians 4:16b expresses daily renewals.

... though our outward man is perishing, yet the in-
ward man is being renewed day by day.

The above statement is part of a discussion on the theme
of suffering. Verse 18 explains why suffering results in daily
renewal.
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... while we do not look at the things which are seen,
but at the things which are not seen. For the things
which are seen are temporary, but the things which
are not seen are eternal. 2 Corinthians 4:18

Suffering changes our thinking from thoughts of thisphysi-
cal world to thoughts of the spirit world where God is. Romans
12:2 aso presents the renewal of our minds as the basis for
deliverance from worldly thinking:

“ ... do not be conformed to this world, but be trans-
formed by the renewing of your mind ...”

Colossans 3:9b-10 showsthat “renewal” comesthrough our
thinking—when we put off the old man and put on the new man.

... you have put off the old man with his deeds, and
have put on the new man who isrenewed in knowledge
according to the image of Himwho created him ...

When we continue to put off the old man and put on the
new man, God continues to give new knowledge—leading to
continuing change.

Through our sufferings and through our continually living
out our oneness with Christ, we experience repeated “ conver-
sions’ into the image of God.

JESUSCAME TO TAKE AWAY OUR SINS

... He was manifested to take away our sins, and in
Himthereisno sin. 1 John 3:5

Ask someone why Jesus came to this earth. If the person
has an answer at al, it likely will be, “To diefor our sins.”

We can praise God every day that Jesus came to this earth
to diefor our sins that we might become children of God.
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Through the blood of Jesus we can receive daily forgive-
ness of ours sins. This forgiveness removes the barriers that
our sins create between God and us. It takes away the guilt
caused by our sins.

We can also praise God that Jesus came to take away
our sins.

It is good that God forgives our sinful anger through the
blood of Jesus. It is better that there be no sinful anger at all.

In Jesus “thereisno sin.” No onewill ever be ableto say
that of us. But because Jesus came to take away our sins, we
can move in that direction.

If we have a deep love for the Lord and deep hatred of our
sins, we can begin today experiencing thetaking away of our sins.

We only need to live the exchanged life.

When God beginstaking away the sinsthat have disturbed
us, He shows us sins we have not been aware of and He begins
taking those sins away. No sin is so deep-rooted that it is be-
yond His power to take away.

It must bring much joy to the heart of Jesus when God's
children begin to enjoy the experience of their sinsbeing taken
away—a blessing made possible through His coming to earth.

JESUSCAME TO PROVIDE THE ABUNDANT LIFE

“1 have come that they may have life, and that they
may have it more abundantly.” John 10:10

Jesus himself testifies that he came to make possible the
abundant life.

Thewords “everlasting” and “eternal” are often used in
the New Testament to describe the life Jesus came to give.
Bible scholars report that while both words mean “a life
that never ends,” they also speak of “aquality of life’—an
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abundant life.

Jesus provides the abundant life by dying for our sinsthat
we might be forgiven and become children of God.

Jesus also provides the abundant life because He entered
theworld as “the Last Adam.” 1 Corinthians 15:45 says.

And so it is written, “ The first man Adam became a
living being.” Thelast Adambecameallife-giving spirit.

Jesusis“the Last Adam” because he cameinto theworld
to start anew—and final—race of people. When we received
Jesus as Lord and Savior, the Holy Spirit immersed us“into
Christ” and we became new creations. We are members of
that new race.

Therefore, if anyoneisin Christ, heisanew creation;
old things have passed away; behold, all things have
become new. 2 Corinthians 5:17

When those of the new race experience the new-creation
life, they testify from their own hearts that Jesus came to pro-
vide the abundant life.

JESUSCAME TO DESTROY THE
WORKS OF SATAN

For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that
He might destroy the works of the devil. 1 John 3:8b
First John 3:8aand 10 express three works of Satan.

He who sins is of the devil, for the devil has sinned
fromthe beginning. 1 John 3:8a

In this the children of God and the children of the
devil are manifest: Whoever does not practice righ-
teousness is not of God, nor is he who does not love
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his brother. 1 John 3:10

Satan promotes sin, unrighteousness, and lovel essness—
whichisexpressed in the broader passage as hate and selfishness.

Jesus came to free us from sins and to fill us with righ-
teousness and love. Hebrews 2:14 gives one explanation of
how Jesus did this.

Inasmuch then as the children have partaken of flesh
and blood, He Himself likewise shared in the same,
that through death He might destroy himwho had the
power of death, that is, the devil ...

To “ destroy” means “to render powerless.” In the cross,
Jesus removed Satan’s power.

Through Jesus we entered the Kingdom of God and Jesus
replaced Satan in us. Read 1 John 4:4b.

Hewhoisinyouisgreater than hewhoisintheworld.

When we live out the new-creation life, God is freeing us
from sinsand filling us with the Holy Spirit. When filled with
the Holy Spirit, we are filled with righteousness and love.

When we are experiencing our enthronement with Jesus
in the heavenlies, we are in aposition of authority over Satan.

CHRISTMAS EVERY DAY

For thereisborn to you thisday in the city of David a
Savior, who is Christ the Lord. Luke 2:11

The Christmas season attractsusall, but in afew daysitis
gone and the people of the world go on with their personal
interests and activities.

With those who live out their union with Christ every day
is Christmas day.
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Consider the responses to the birth of Jesus.

Consider the human responses. Mary and Joseph re-
sponded with a spirit of obedience to God’'s will concerning
the birth and care of Jesus. They responded with a sense of
wonder—awe and inquiry. Mary and Elizabeth responded with
praise.

The shepherds responded with excitement and a desire to
tell others. The wise men responded with a spirit of worship
and generosity.

Herod responded to the news of the coming of Jesus with
fear and hate. He attempted to destroy Jesus.

Every day, believerswho live out their union with Christ
are aware that there are those who fear and hate the thought
of the advancement of the message of Jesus and attempt to
stamp it out.

Every day, they deeply desirethat othersknow about theLord
Jesus and regjoice that God sends millions to guide many to Him.

Every day, they live with a spirit of praise and worship.

Every day, they livein a sense of wonder—a sense of awe

and inquiry. They thrill at what they know about Jesus and long
to know more about Him

Every day, they are excited about Jesus and take plea-
sure in the privilege of living in availability to Him. They
experience deep fulfillment in giving away their lives for
the sake of others.

For those who live out the exchanged life every day is
Christmasday.

A GIFT FOR JESUS

“1 came to send fire on the earth, and how | wish it
were already kindled!” Luke 12:49
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The fire Jesus came to send is the Holy Spirit. The day
Jesus*“ poured out” the Holy Spirit on the 120in the upper room,
“ - there appeared to them divided tongues, as of fire, and one
sat upon each of them.”

In 1 Thessalonians 5:19 Paul writes, “ Do not quench the
Soirit” —the word “ quench” indicating the Spirit isas afire.

In chapters 14, 15, and 16 of John, Jesustellsthe disciples
that He will send the Holy Spirit to live in them—and informs
them of things the Spirit will do in, for, and through them.

Jesus knew that the quality of life experienced by hisdis-
ciples at the time was a poverty-stricken existence compared
to the quality of life “the fire’” would produce. So He said:

“...and how | wish it were already kindled!”

The day of Pentecost had to be one of fulfilling joy to the
heart of Jesus. He knew that thefire He had sent would change
everything for hisdisciples.

That samefirefillsthelife of each new believer, bringing
great joy to Jesus Who made it possible.

Paul’s charge not to “ quench the Spirit,” however, re-
vealsthat believers can reduce the blaze of thefireinto smol-
dering embers.

Jesus, Whois“... the same yesterday, today, and forever”
must look at some believers and churches and say, “ Oh, how |
wish thefirel sent were burning brightly in them now, but they
seemwilling to live on with the smoldering embers.”

That fire will burn brightly in individuals and churches
that will experience the filling of the Holy Spirit—releasing
thefire.

Individuas and churches that release the fire of the Spirit
present afulfilling gift tothe L ord Jesus—Who makesit possible.
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LIVING FARABOVE THE POVERTY LINE

For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that
though He was rich, yet for your sakes He became
poor, that you through His poverty might becomerich.
2 Corinthians 8:9

Just asthereisafinancial poverty line, thereisaspiritual
poverty line—below which many believers live, unnecessar-
ily. Jesus became poor so believers*through His poverty might
becomerich.”

Through His crucifixion, burial, and resurrection Jesus
provided entrance into the Kingdom of God for believers
and made possible their own spiritual crucifixion, burial,
and resurrection—resulting in spiritual riches.

Consider a statement Paul made concerning himself. In 2
Corinthians 6:10 Paul describes himself as:

... poor, yet making many rich ...

Jesus came to make us rich. Paul made people rich. Jesus
provided the spiritual riches. Paul told people how to receive
them. First, he pointed peopleto Jesusfor salvation. But hedid
more. In 1 Corinthians 4:17 Paul writes:

| have sent Timothy to you ... whowill remind you of my
waysin Chrigt, as| teach everywhere in every church.

In every church formed of the new believers, Paul testi-
fied of his“waysin Christ.” He testified of his oneness with
Christin crucifixion, burial, and resurrection and how to expe-
rience them.

We can easily conclude that Paul also told the believersin
every church of the riches they could have by experiencing
their own crucifixion, burial, and resurrection.

Those same riches are still available for believers. One
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only has to pursue the new-creation life.

If more of God'schildren areto livefar abovethe spiritual
poverty line, some must teach the message of the new-creation
life and others must respond to the teaching.

FILLED WITH RIGHTEOUSNESS

“ Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righ-
teousness, For they shall befilled.” Matthew 5:6

According to thisbeatitudein Jesus Sermon onthe Mount,
peoplefilled with righteousnessare* blessed.” They are happy.

It isnot difficult to teach a believer how to be filled with
righteousness. Romans 5:17 states that righteousness, along
with grace, isreceived.

... those who receive abundance of grace and of the
gift of righteousnesswill reignin lifethrough the One,
Jesus Christ.

“ Receive” isaverb of continual action. We may continue
to receive grace and righteousness by living out our oneness
with Christ.

Many respond to the message of how to be filled with
grace and righteousnesswith indifference and unconcern. Jesus
explains why—one must hunger and thirst for it.

Only God can produce hunger and thirst for righteous-
ness. Can believers participate with God in producing the hun-
ger and thirst in other believers? They can.

Believers living out the life of grace and righteousness
provide God with examplesto usein creating hunger and thirst
for righteousnessin others. Believers can pray for God to pro-
duce a hunger and thirst for righteousnessin others.
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BEFORE GOD—HOLY, BLAMELESS, AND IN LOVE

... He chose us in Him before the foundation of the
world, that we should be holy and without blame be-
foreHiminlove ... Ephesians 1:4

This verse reaches from eternity to eternity. In eternity
past, God chose us“in Jesus” to be before him holy, blame-
less, and in love. Believers who have gone on to the Lord
are now in this blessed communion with Him—throughout
eternity future.

Becauseweare“in Christ,” God sees and accepts us now
asfilled with love, holiness, and blamelessness.

But isthere Scriptural evidence that believers can experi-
ence such alofty readlity inthislife? Thereis.

In Colossians 3:1-4 Paul teaches that in experiencing our
crucifixion and resurrection we may have Jesus as our very
“lives.”

When Jesus is his life, the believer isin the presence of
the Father, filled with love, holy, and without blame. One who
is“ holy” isavailableto God.

The experience may be only for a moment, but it is real
and can be a growing experience. In Philippians 3:8-14 Paul
says he has reduced hislife to one thing—experiencing lifein
the heavenlies.

Paul knew experiencing lifeinthe heavenliesisbeing inthe
presence of God in love, holy, and blameless. This awareness
must have motivated him to reduce hislife to that one thing.

In Ephesians 1:3-6 Paul states that this eternity to eternity
blessing resultsin praise to the glory of God’s grace.

RESTORED JOY

The fruit of the Spiritis...joy ... Galatians 5:22
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When, at our invitation, Jesusentered our lives, wewerefilled
with the Holy Spirit and the fruit of the Spirit—including joy.

That first burst of joy came without our knowing it would
come and without our knowing how it came. We were filled
with the Holy Spirit and did not know it.

Inthosefirst daysor weekswewerein that period of “ sov-
ereign grace” which God grantsto all new believers.

Along the way, most of uslost thefilling of the Spirit and
the accompanying joy. In one degree or another we alwayslong
for areturnto that first filling of the Spirit and joy.

We were like David who lost his joy. In one of the most
emotional passages of the Scriptures David cried out to God
for itsreturn:

Restoreto methejoy of Your salvation ... Psalm51:12

Bible scholars believe that Psalm 32 and Psalm 51 were
prompted by David's sins of adultery and murder—sinswhich
resulted in hisloss of joy.

Many of us lost the joy of our salvation because we did
not understand the Christian life and began serving God in
human wisdom and strength. The flesh was back in power and
we were no longer filled with the Holy Spirit.

Psalm 32 and Psalm 51 show that David sought the resto-
ration of joy through repentance and confession. We often do
the same, but for us thereis more.

We can receive the restoration of our joy by receiving
again the filling of the Holy Spirit—and it can be a con-
tinual experience.

DOING GOD’SWILL—EVEN RELUCTANTLY

... Jonah arose to flee to Tarshish from the presence
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of the LORD. Jonah 1:3

Jonah had no intention of responding to God’s call to go to
Nineveh and warn the people of God’s coming judgment.

While on a ship going in the opposite direction, he was
thrown overboard. He was swallowed by a big fish and then
thrown up on shore.

God called again. Jonah reluctantly went to Nineveh where
he preached asermon of eight words. The entirecity of 120,000
peopl e repented—and the city was spared the judgment of God.

Such a response should have caused great rgjoicing for
any evangelist—but not so for Jonah. The Ninevites were en-
emies of his people. Read his response to their repentance:

But it displeased Jonah exceedingly, and he became
angry. So he prayed to the LORD ... “ now, O LORD,
please take my life from me, for it is better for me to
diethantolive!” Jonah 4:1-3

What is the message of Jonah? There may be times God
has a call on our lives we want to run from. But the important
thing is that we do the will of God.

When Moses met God at the burning bush, he resisted
God's call to lead the Israelites out of Egypt—but he finally
accepted it.

While much grief characterized thelife of Mosesasheled
the Israelites, he did become burdened for the people he was
leading—a burden Jonah never had for the Ninevites.

Yet, themessage of Moses' call isthe sameasthat of Jonah's
call. God may cal usto tasks for which we have no desire.

But when we live the life of grace, we make our bodies
available for however He desires to use us.



152 Living in the Garden of Grace

“I HAVE SINNED! NOW WHAT DO | DO?”

ThenDavid ... said, “ Surely | havesinned, and | have
done wickedly ... 2 Samuel 24:17

From Pharaoh to Judas I scariot the Scriptures record the
confessions of those crying out, “ | have sinned.” All believers
know that cry—for we all sin. Then what should we do?

First, we should recognize that while we are still God's
children, we have broken fellowship with Him. What can we
do about that?

First John 1:9isour “go to” verse. It reads:

If we confess our sins, Heisfaithful and just to forgive

usour sinsand to cleanse usfromall unrighteousness.

When abeliever sins, the Holy Spirit grieves, and Hisgrief
spills over into the spirit of the believer.

When we confess our sins, we are forgiven of our sins. God
takes them away removing the barrier to fellowship with Him.

Yet, God has forgiven many believers of their sins who
have not experienced the forgiveness. How could that happen?

We experience forgiveness when we believe we are for-
given.

One'sexperience of forgivenessisoften followed with the

thought, “1 know | will commit this sin again. What can | do
about that?’

God commands that we believe we do not haveto sin.
... reckon (believe) yourselves to be dead indeed to sin,
but aliveto God in Christ Jesusour Lord. Romans6:11

Obeying this verse is not promising God we will not
sin. It is an expression of our faith that when you received
Jesus as Lord and Savior, we died to our sin nature and the
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resulting sins.

We experience our death to sin and our spiritual resurrec-
tion when we choose not to sin and believe we are dead to sin
and alive to God.

PASSIONATE COMMITMENT TO
CERTAIN FAILURE

... the carnal mind is enmity against God; for it is
not subject to the law of God, nor indeed can be.
Romans 8:7

Most of us can say that Paul’s words in Romans 7:15 of -
ten express our feelings about ourselves. He wrote:

For what | amdoing, | do not understand. For what
| will to do, that I do not practice; but what | hate,
that | do.

Paul’swords arein the context of a confession that he had
tried to please God by keeping the commandment “ You shall
not covet ...” in his own strength.

In Romans 7:4 Paul teaches that our commitment to keep-
ing the commands of the Bible can be so intense we are mar-
ried to them.

Such intensity can be the result of aburning passion to be
accepted by God or pleasing to God while believing that God
accepts us or we please Him by our commitment to keeping
the commands of the Bible.

According to Romans 8:3, when we commit ourselves to
keeping the commands of the Bible in our own strength, we
are in the flesh. And the “carnal mind” or “the mind of the
flesh” * ... isnot subject to the law of God nor indeed can be.”

The result of the passionate commitment, then, is that
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empty feeling expressed in Romans 7:15:
There is another way—and it is the way to victory. Ro-

mans 8:4 speaks of the righteous requirement of the law being
fulfilled in us:

... who do not walk according to the flesh but ac-
cording to the Spirit.

According to Romans 8:2, the Holy Spirit is continu-
ously working in our hearts to live out the commands of
Romans 6:11-13. When we respond to that |eadership, we
will be filled with the Spirit and He will live out the com-
mands through us.

The result is an inner sense of fulfillment—not an inner
sense of failure.

THE RICHES OF GOD'SMERCY

But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great
love with which He loved us, even when we were dead
in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ ...
and raised us up together, and made us sit together in
the heavenly placesin Christ Jesus ... Ephesians 2:4-6

God's mercy is one of the great themes of the Bible. The
above passageistheonly placedeclaring that Godisrichin mercy.

While we believe there is always richness in God’'s
mercy, there must be some reason the word rich is used in
this passage.

The reason is likely found in the context of the passage.
Verses 1-3 describe our spiritual condition and way of life be-
forewereceived Jesusas Lord and Savior. Verses 4-6 describe
what God did for usin our spiritual resurrection.

In our pre-conversion condition we were:
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... dead in trespasses and sins. We walked according
to the course of this world. We walked according to
the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now
works in the sons of disobedience, among whom we
all walked in the lusts of our flesh. We fulfilled the
desires of the flesh and mind. We were by nature the
children of wrath. Ephesians 2b-3

Whilein that condition and way of life we received Jesus
asLord and Savior. Immediately, God, who isrich in mercy:

... made us alive together with Christ ... and raised
us up together, and made us sit together in the heav-
enly placesin Christ Jesus ... Ephesians 2:5b-6

Interpreted in light of the New Testament, this means
that God entered our lives as He reentered the body of Jesus
after His crucifixion. It means just as the resurrected Jesus
left the place of the dead ones, God raised us out of close
fellowship with the spiritually dead. It means just as Jesus
ascended to heaven to be seated at the right hand of the Fa-
ther, God placed us in the same heavenly places.

Lifein the heavenlies—oursthrough therichesof God's
grace—is ours to experience if we choose it and believe it.

What a contrast with the life we had before Jesus came
into our lives! Experiencing enthronement is to be rich in
mercy.

IMITATORS OF GOD?

Therefore be imitators of God as dear children. And
walk in love, as Christ also has loved us and given
Himself for us ... Ephesians 5:1-2

A God-loving person not familiar with Paul’ s approach to
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the Christian life would conclude that the only thing to do is
increase his determination and do his very best to love like
God does.

One of therulesfor understanding a statement of Scrip-
tureisto interpret it in light of its context. Following that
rule, we understand that Paul is not speaking of creating our
own love.

In Ephesians 4:22-24 Paul explainsthat when hisreaders
learned about Jesus, they |earned to put off the old man and put
on the new man. Following that explanation, Paul lists a num-
ber of particular settingsin which we areto put off the old man
and put on the new man. As a part of this series, Paul writes:

Therefore, be imitators of God as dear children
andwalk inlove as Christ hasloved us... Ephsians
5:1-2a

“Therefore” ties the statement to the previous verse
which speaks of loving as God loves.

In Ephesians 4:32 Paul writes:
... forgiving one another, even as God in Christ for-
gave you.

Itisonly aswe live out our union with Christ that we can
be imitators of God “ forgiving one another, even as God in
Christ forgave us.” Ephesians 4:32

By putting off the old man and putting on the new man we
can be imitators of God.

A PRIMER ON DISCIPLESHIP

but you have not so learned Christ, if indeed You have
heard Him and have been taught by Him, asthetruth
isin Jesus that you put off ... the old man ... and that
you put on the new man ... Ephesians 4.:20-24
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Paul’s”... asthetruthisinJesus...” isbest understood
asmeaning:...

“ ...asthetruthisinyour union with Jesus...”

Paul is reminding his readers of the first teachings they
had received about Jesus.

With “... you have not so learned Christ ...” Paul refers
to what he had just written—a description of the condition and
ways of unbelievers. When he taught them Jesus, he left no
room for continuing in sin.

With his statement “in Jesus’” Paul reminds his Ephesian
readers of the “in Christ” truths he had taught—those truths
developed at length in Romans 5:12-8:39.

Paul had taught them that when they received Jesus as
Lord and Savior, the Holy Spirit baptized them into the cruci-
fixion, burial, and resurrection of Jesus.

Paul had taught his Ephesian readers that because they
were crucified, buried, and resurrected, they could and should
“put off the old man and put on the new man.”

The passage providesan effective primer for all who would
disciple others.

We should teach believers of their union with Christ in
crucifixion, burial, and resurrection; we should teach them to
put off the old man and put on the new man; we should con-
tinually bring them back to the “in Christ” truths.

FEEDING ON ASHES?

He feeds on ashes; a deceived heart has turned him
aside; And he cannot deliver his soul, nor say, “Is
there not aliein my right hand?” Isaiah 44:20
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It is common knowledge that even some believers
make gods of such things as an occupation or mem-
bers of the family. That is, they have put people or
things before God. In doing so they feed on ashes.

One does not have to create another god to feed on ashes.
One can be passionate in his devotion to God and yet be “feed-
ing on ashes’ if he does not understand the biblical teachings of
how to walk with God.

The broader passage in Isaiah describes people making
their own gods from inanimate objects such as parts of trees.
To worship such gods is to feed on ashes. Eating a bowl of
ashes provides neither pleasure nor nourishment. It doesresult
in disappointment and discomfort.

No one has had a greater passion to walk with God than
the Apostle Paul—and yet early in his Christian life he found
himself “feeding on ashes.” In a post-conversion testimony he
writes:

| was alive once without the law, but when the com-
mandment came, sin revived and | died. Romans 7:9

God delivered Paul from his “feeding on ashes’ when he
ceased trying to keep the commandments and began experi-
encing his oneness with Jesus.

If we sense we are “feeding on ashes,” we can “taste
and see that the Lord is good” by taking Paul’s approach to
the Christian life.

HEALING THE LEPERS

Go and tell John the things which you hear and
see: the blind see and the lame walk; the lepersare
cleansed and the deaf hear; the dead are raised up
... Matthew 11:4b-5
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Read another statement Jesus made about His
miracle work.

... he who believes in Me, the works that | do he
will do also; and greater works than these he will
do, because | go to My Father. * John 14:12

Believerswho livein continual dependence on Jesus will
do greater works than He did. The things Jesus did for people
physically will be done spiritually for them by those continu-
ing to livein faith.

Lepers were among those Jesus healed. These were dis-
eased people who were forced to live in isolation. Certainly
many spiritual leperslive similarly isolated lives.

Somebelieversare spiritual |epers because of such things
as shyness, feelings of inferiority, and fear of people. Others
are isolated because of personality and character problems
such as extreme arrogance, anger, bitterness, selfishness, and
acritical spirit.

Spiritual lepers can be healed by one who lives the ex-
changed life.

When abeliever who livesin dependence on Jesusteaches
aleprousbeliever about hiscrucifixion, burial, and resurrection,
and the spiritual leper understands and believes and chooses
the new-creation life, the healing process begins—and the be-
liever has done the greater work.

In John 14:10 Jesus said the Father doesthe work through
Him. The same is true of us. We can be God's instrument of
telling the message of crucifixion, burial, and resurrection, but
only God can cause a fellow-believer to understand and re-
spond to the truth.

Let us apply the cure for spiritual leprosy.
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TAKE BACK YOUR HARP

By the rivers of Babylon, ... we sat down, yea, we
wept when we remembered Zion. We hung our harps
upon the willows in the midst of it. Psalm 137:1-2

The psalmist had been carried with othersto Babylon. Their
captorswanted them to sing the songs of Zion. Obvioudly, it was
for the purpose of entertainment—not to worship Jehovah God.

The Jewish people neither had asong in their hearts nor a
desireto entertain the Babylonians. The psalmist and hisfriends
hung their harps upon the willows in the midst of ariver.

At times, God'’s children haveto “hang their harps.” Their
song is gone. We may know—or we may not know—why our
song is gone.

It is not essential that we know why the songisgone. Itis
essential that we understand we can take back the harp—we
can sing again.

In Ephesians 5:18 Paul writes:

... befilled with the Spirit ...

Ephesians 5:19 expresses one of the results of believers
being filled with the Spirit. They will be:

... Speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and

spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your

heart to the Lord ...

When we are filled with the Holy Spirit, thereisasongin
the heart. A companion verse is Galatians 5:22 says, “... the

fruit of the Spiritis... joy.” A heart full of joy isaheart filled
with asong.

Have you hung your harp?
Takeit back. Live out your union with Christ and befilled
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with the Spirit—and sing again.
THOSE OTHERS

Others were tortured ... Sill others had trial of
mockings and scourgings, yes, and of chainsand im-
prisonment. Hebrews 11:35b-36

One cannot read Hebrews 11, “thefaith chapter” of the Bible,
without rgjoicing at the mighty acts of God in responseto faith.

However, after relating God’s mighty acts in response to
faith, the author turns to the theme of “others” whose faith
resulted in grace of a different type.

First, consider further descriptions of thelot in life of the
“others.”

They were stoned, they were sawn in two, were
tempted, were dlain with the sword. They wandered
about in sheepskins and goatskins, being destitute,
afflicted, tormented ... Hebrews 11:37

Whilethereareno storiesof mighty deliverancesfor the® oth-
ers” thereare statementsof great significance. The* others’” were:

... hot accepting deliverance ... Hebrews 11:35

Faith enabled the “others’ to receive persecution in vic-
tory. Hebrews 11:38 testifies that the “ others” were people:

... of whom the world was not worthy.
Verse 39a adds that the others had:
...obtained a good testimony ...

Theauthor concludesthat the“ others,” along with us, will
be perfected.

God having provided something better for us, that they
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should not be made perfect apart fromus. Hebrews11:40

You may be one of the “others’ of whom the world is not
worthy; living in victory under painful circumstances, and
awaiting God'’s perfecting work upon leaving thislife.

Your good testimony isan inspiration to al who know you.

ROADSIN THE WILDERNESS

Behold, | will do a new thing, Now it shall spring
forth; Shall you not know it? | will even make a road
inthewildernessandriversinthedesert. Isaiah 43:19

At thetime God gavethisanal ogy of Hispower, the only tool
availablefor clearing aroad in the wilderness was likely an ax.

Often, we believersface awilderness—needing aroad but
feeling we have nothing more than the dull ax of our own wis-
dom and strength to work with.

Yet, when we understand and experience our new-creation
life, God makes roads in the wilderness. There are reasons He
does so.

Living out our new-creation life, we move from alife of
initiation to alife of response. We begin to live as Jesus lived,
and Hiswas alife of response. He says:

“Most assuredly, | say to you, the Son can do noth-
ing of Himself, but what He sees the Father do; for
whatever He does, the Son also does in like man-
ner.” John 5:19

This and other passages in the New Testament reveal that
Jesus lived out His earthly life in response to and dependence
on HisFather. Every wildernessHefaced wasfrom His Father.
Every road made in the wilderness was made by His Father.

When we live out our union with Christ, we not only see
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every wilderness as given by the Father but we arein total de-
pendence on Him to make the road through the wilderness.

Welook at the wilderness not with our dull ax of self-effort
but in total dependence on asovereign and al-powerful God.

Time and again He makes roads in the wilderness.

SING TO THE LORD A NEW SONG

He has put a new song in my mouth—Praise to our
God; many will see it and fear, and will trust in the
Lord ... Psalm 40:3

The Scriptures speak of the singing of a “new song”
nine times. Two references are in the Revelation. One of the
“new songs” is sung to Jesus and the other is sung “before
the throne.”

Five of the nine references are encouragements to the
people of God to sing anew song to the Lord because of His
character and works.

Two of the references are testimonies of authors of
Psalms.

The testimony of Psalm 40:3 follows a description of
answered prayer and amighty deliverance by the Lord.

The second testimony, recorded in Psalm 144:9, is the
author’scommitment to sing anew songif God will deliver him.

While nothing more than serious meditation on the char-
acter and work of God can prompt a new song to the Lord,
we are more likely to sing a new song to the Lord when He
does a new work in our lives.

Every time God delivers us or others from some dreaded
situation, we have a new understanding of Him which calls
for a new song with new words and a new melody.

God's new works in our lives are the result of living a
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life of dependence on Him—which isliving by grace.

A special new work of God which we can experience
each day of our livesisthat of the Holy Spirit revealing new
truths about the Father and the Son. Most often these come
as we read the Bible while receiving the filling of the Holy
Spirit by living out the “in Christ” truths.

When one man learned the “in Christ” truths, he began
composing songs with the words “I am in Christ and He is
inme.” If we cannot do that, we can live out the last part of
Psalm 33:3. It reads:

Play skillfully with a shout of joy.

THE BALM OF GILEAD

“ Go up to Gilead and take balm, O virgin, the daugh-
ter of Egypt; in vain you will use many medicines;
you shall not be cured. Jeremiah 46:11

From asfar away as Egypt peoplewould travel to Gilead,
northeast of the Dead Sea, for healing of their bodies. Egypt
had needs greater than those of the body.

Jeremiah 8:22 indicates that the balm of Gilead was not
sufficient for the deepest needs of the people of God.

Isthereno balmin Gilead, isthere no physician there?
Why then is there no recovery for the health of the
daughter of my people?

Throughout the centuries, people have gone to the wrong
places for their inner healings. Unbelievers seek acceptance
with God through such things as baptism, church membership,
and attempting to live a good life. The needed healing comes
only through Jesus.

Even those of us who have found Jesus as Lord and Sav-
ior know there is a healing we still need. We identify with the
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Apostle Paul when he wrote:

For what | amdoing, | do not understand. For what |
will to do, that | do not practice; but what | hate, that
| do. Romans 7:15

For our healing we go to Bible conferences, pray more,
read our Bibles more, repent in tears, and try to go to greater
depths of commitment and dedication.

But we have no victory over some sinsand we continuein
self-centered living.

The balm in the Gileads where we go for healing does not
work. It iswhen we understand and begin to experience the ex-
changed life that the healing process begins.

PARENTING BY GRACE

And you, fathers, do not provoke your children to
wrath, but bring themup in the training and admoni-
tion of the Lord. Ephesians 6:4

In Ephesians 4:20-24 Paul reminds his readers that when
they learned Jesus, they learned to put off the old man and put
on the new man.

Interpreted in the light of Paul’s other writings this means
they learned that in their union with Jesus they were crucified,
buried, and resurrected. They learned to put off the old man and
put on the new man by experiencing their oneness with Jesus.

Following Paul’sreminder of what hisreadershad learned
about Jesus, he mentions several areas in which they should
put off the old man and put on the new man.

Oneof those areasisfamily relationships—first, hewrites
of marital relationships and then of parent-child relationships.

In the parent-child section Paul commands fathers to put
off the old man who provokes the children to wrath and to put
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on the new man who brings up the children in the training and
admonition of the Lord.

When thefather puts off the old man, he puts off the anger
and the foolish thinking produced by the old man that evokes
anger on the part of the child.

The putting on of the new man results in an infusion of
divine love and divine wisdom which results in bringing up
the children in the training and admonition of the Lord.

FILLED WITH ALL THE FULLNESS OF GOD

... that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.
Ephesians 3:19b

This statement is the conclusion of Paul’s second prayer
for the Ephesians. The prayer makes one request—that God
would grant the readers:

... to be strengthened with might through His Spiritin
the inner man ... Ephesians 3:16

According to Paul’stheol ogy, this strengthening of thein-
ner man by the Holy Spirit is the result of the readers being
filled with the Holy Spirit.

Everything else in the prayer expresses the results of the
strengthening. The first result Paul mentionsis:

... that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith
... Ephesians 3:17a

Since Christ is already “in” believers, the word “dwell”
introduces a new thought. He surely means Christ being the
very lives of the readers—the result of whichiis:

... that you, being rooted and grounded in love, may be
able to comprehend with all the saintswhat isthewidth
and length and depth and height—to know the love of
Christ which passesknowledge ... Ephesians 3:17b-19a
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With Chrigt asour lives, our heartswill be so filled with love
that we will comprehend and know by experience the vastness of
thelove of Christ which passes knowledge—with the result:

... that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.
Ephesians 3:19b

To impress his readers that God is able to answer such a
prayer Paul follows his prayer with:

Now to Himwho isableto do exceedingly abundantly
aboveall that we ask or think, according to the power
that works in us, to Him be glory in the church by
Christ Jesusto all generations, forever and ever. Amen.
Ephesians 3:20-21

THE RICHES OF DIVINE WISDOM

Happy isthe man who findswisdom... Proverbs 3:13a

The Book of Proverbsis filled with statements declaring
the benefits of possessing wisdom.

The Book of James promises that wisdom is available to
those who ask for it with faith.

First Corinthians 1:30a reveals another way believers may
havethe privilege of possessing divinewisdom. The passagereads.

But of Him you are in Christ Jesus, who became for
us wisdom from God ...

Because God placed us “in Christ Jesus,” Jesus becomes
our wisdom from God.

Some of uswho are “in Christ” do not always seem to be
filled with wisdom. So, we must understand Paul’s statement
to include the thought of our living out our union with Christ
that results in Jesus being our wisdom.

Consider the riches of wisdom that are ours when welive
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out the“in Christ” truths:

... her proceeds are better than the profits of silver,
And her gainthanfinegold. Sheismore preciousthan
rubies ... Proverbs 13:14-15a

The passage continues:

And all the things you may desire cannot compare
with her. Length of daysisin her right hand, in her
left hand riches and honor. Her ways are ways of
pleasantness, and all her paths are peace. Sheis a
tree of life to those who take hold of her, and happy
are all who retain her ... Proverbs 3:15b-18

All isoursif wewill takeiit.

GRACE ISNOT JUST ANOTHER EMPHASIS

When Christ who is our life appears, then you also
will appear with Himin glory. Colossians 3:4

Written in the context of the believer’s crucifixion and
resurrection, Paul declares Jesusthe believer’s*“life.”

In devel oping the theme of the believer’s sanctificationin
Romans 5:12-8:39, Paul’s central theme is crucifixion, burial,
and resurrection. In 6:11-13 Paul lists those things we do to
experience our crucifixion, burial, and resurrection. Then in
6:14 Paul adds:

For sin shall not have dominion over you, for you are
not under law but under grace.

When abeliever experiences hiscrucifixion, burial, and
resurrection he is under grace and Jesus becomes his life.

The heart and soul of Christian living is Jesus. The heart
and soul of Christian living is living by grace. The heart and
soul of Christian living isexperiencing our crucifixion, burial,
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and resurrection.

Thelife of grace should never be considered just another
emphasis for Christian living.

If one, in teaching another believer the way to Christian
growth, places prayer, Bible reading, witnessing, and personal
discipline on alevel of equal importance with living by grace,
he has not taught Jesus as our “life.”

When Jesus is our life, He is our prayer life, our Bible
reading life, and our witnessing life. Heis our discipline.
When Jesus is our life, He guides our prayers and Bible

study, teaches us the Bible, and guides and empowers our wit-
nessing. In doing those things, Heisthediscipline of our lives.

When we study prayer, the heart of our study isJesus. When
we study Bible reading, the heart of our study is Jesus. When
we study witnessing, the heart of our study is Jesus.

To make grace just another emphasisisto take the heart out
of the message of grace and the other themes of our studies.

KEEPING THE FIRST AND GREAT
COMMANDMENT

“You shall love the Lord your God with all your soul,
andwith all your mind. Thisisthefirst and great com-
mandment.” Matthew 22:37b-38

Jesus made this statement in answer to alawyer who was
testing him with the question, “ Teacher, whichisthe great com-
mandment in the law?”

The immediate response of conscientious believers to
Jesus' statement is a zealous commitment to fill our hearts
with love for God.

Contrast the words of Jesus and our resulting commitment
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to loving God with a statement made by Paul in his |etter to the
Philippianswhilein prison. Believing God would deliver him from
prison for further ministry to the Philippian believers he writes:

... toremain in the flesh is more needful for you. And
being confident of this, | know that | shall remain and
continuewith you all for your progressand joy of faith
... Philippians 1:24-25

Why does Jesus say the greatest command isto love God
while Paul impliesthat abeliever’s greatest need is faith?

Do Jesus and Paul contradict each other? They do not.

The answer to this seeming contradiction is that our
commitment to love will remain an empty desire until itis
mixed with faith.

We are commanded to be filled with the Holy Spirit. We
are told that the fruit of the Spirit is love. We will keep the
command to love God when we are filled with the Holy Spirit.
We are filled with the Spirit when we choose to experience
crucifixion, burial, and resurrection and believe we are already
crucified, buried, and resurrected.

In Galatians 5:6 Paul writesthat faith works*through love.”

We are commanded to be filled with the Holy Spirit. We
are told that the fruit of the Spirit is love. We will keep the
command to love God when we are filled with the Holy Spirit.

We are filled with the Spirit when we choose to experi-
ence crucifixion, burial, and resurrection and believe we are
already crucified, buried, and resurrected.

In Galatians 5:6 Paul writes that faith works “through
love.”

A CHURCH EQUIPPED FOR MINISTRY

And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some
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prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and
teachers, for the equipping of the saints for the work
of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ ...
Ephesians 4:11-12

Ephesians 4:7-10 concerns God’s ministry giftsto believ-
ers. Verse 11 concerns God's gifts of church leaders who will
prepare the members for the use of those gifts.

Present-day church life emphasizes mostly the last two
|eaders mentioned—* pastors and teachers.” Respected Bible
scholars believe that the two words refer to one church leader
with two functions. In that sense the terms should be seen to
mean “ pastors who are teachers’ or “pastor-teachers.”

The pastor-teacher is God’ s gift to the church to equip the
saints “for the work of ministry.”

The pastor-teacher obviously prepares his members for
ministry by teaching them the word of God.

Paul, though, must have had in mind an equipping truth
that stood out above all others. In Galatians 1:15-16a he
writes of how God prepared himto fulfill hiscalling of taking
the Gospel of Jesus to the Gentiles. He writes:

But when it pleased God ... to reveal His Sonin me,
that | might preach Him among the Gentiles ...

God equipped Paul for taking the Gospel of Jesusto the
Gentiles by revealing to him that Christ lived in him. Paul’s
writings indicate that the revelation included the truth that he
was in Christ—and as a result he was aso crucified, buried,
and resurrected.

The revelation included the truth that Christ would live
through him as he experienced the exchanged life.

Paul knew that the pastor-teacher must center his equip-
ping ministry in teaching the believers to understand and ex-
perience their union with Christ.
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If the equipping ministry of the pastor-teacher isto be ef-
fective, the believers must respond to his teaching.

NOW ALL THINGSARE OF GOD

Now all things are of God, who has reconciled us to
Himself through Jesus Christ. 2 Corinthians 5:19a

One can see the application of this statement both to our
“outer lives” and our “inner lives.” Consider Joseph.

After the death of Jacob the brothers of Joseph feared he
would seek revenge. However, Joseph responded:

“... you meant evil against me, but God meant it for
good, in order to bring it about as it is this day, to
save many people alive.” Genesis50:20

But there is also reason to believe that the “al things be-
ing of God” concerns our “inner lives.” Thisis not to suggest
that we are not free to make our own decisions. Those who
would teach that reduce usto robots.

But consider “all things being of God” in thelight of its
context.

Paul has just written that those who are in Christ are new
creations. Old things have passed away and all things have be-
come new.

If we were to continually live out our new-creation life,
theflesh, Satan, and the world would be out of power. Wewould
befilled with the Holy Spirit.

From that perspectiveeveninour “inner lives’ al things
then would be of God. Each decision would be from Him.

JESUS: “THE LAST ADAM”—"THE SECOND MAN"

The first man Adam became a living being. The last
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Adambecameallife-giving spirit... Thefirst man was
of the earth, made of dust; the second Manisthe Lord
from heaven. 1 Corinthians 15:45, 47

“Thefirst Adam”—the head of the human race—corrupted
himself as God had made him. Therefore, he could not pro-
duce arace of people as God intended human beingsto be.

Jesus, “The Last Adam,” being a life-giving Spirit, does
produce a race as God intended humanity to be. Otherwise,
why would He not be called “ The Last Man” rather than “The
Second Man?’

Thosewho receive Jesuswill be delivered from the power
of sin and will be filled with the Holy Spirit by experiencing
thelir crucifixion—true humanity.

They will live lifein the heavenlies and have power over
Satan and the world by experiencing their resurrection—true
humanity. Believers who experience their crucifixion and res-
urrection live asupernatural life—true humanity.

Consider the following passages:

Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a
Man attested by God to you by miracles, wonders,
and signs which God did through Himin your midst,
asyou yourselves also know ... Acts2:22

Now when they had come and gathered the church
together, they reported all that God had done with
them, and that He had opened the door of faith to the
Gentiles. Acts 14:27

In Acts 14:27 Paul and Barnabas describe the activities of
their first missionary journey with words very similar to the
words Peter uses in Acts 2:22 to describe the ministry of the
Man Jesus.

In their first missionary journey, Paul and Barnabas had
their experiences of true humanity. And so can we.
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GRIEVING OR BLESSING OUR COMFORTER

And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom
you were seal ed for the day of redemption. Ephesians
4:30

But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom
the Father will send in my name ... John 14:26 (KJV)

Being our “Comforter” isone of the many waysthe Holy
Spirit blesses believers.

Examples of His comforting ministry are His revelations
of new and helpful truths about God the Father and God the
Son, and giving guidance and inner peace in our times of con-
fusion and emotional upheaval.

Yet, Paul exhortsusnot to “grieve’ our Comforter—indi-
cating that we can and do grieve Him. Even the thought of our
grieving our gentle and loving Comforter isagrief to us.

How do we grieve our Comforter?

The command not to grieve Himisin alengthy passagein
which Paul exhorts us to put off the old man and put on the
new man. He lists numerous features of both our old man and
our new man.

Some of the features of our old man Paul mentions are
lying, stealing, bitterness, wrath, anger, and loud and evil speak-
ing.

Some features of our new man Paul sayswe should put on
are speaking the truth, having righteous indignation, working
with our hands so that we may be able to give to others, and
being kind, tenderhearted, and forgiving.

L ooking at the broader passage asawhole, we can seethat
we grieve our Comforter when our lives are an expression of
our old man and not our new man. But our lives are ablessing
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and joy to our Comforter when they are an expression of our
new man.

Asweexperience our crucifixion, burial, and resurrection,
we both put off our old man and put on our new man.

In doing so, we do not grieve our Comforter, but we bring
Him blessing and joyfulness.

WAITING ON GOD

But those who wait on the Lord shall renew their
strength; they shall mount up with wings like eagles,
they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and
not faint. Isaiah 40:31

Thewords“waiting ontheLord” indicate atrust in God to
do something. The wordsimply that at the moment God is not
doing the thing that we are trusting Him to do.

Also “waiting on the Lord” meansthat wewill not actina
certain situation apart from the leadership of God.

The words do not imply a life of inactivity. While God's
timing in acertain thing may not bein harmony with our timing,
He continuesto lead usin avery busy life.

Having to wait on the Lord can be painful. Consider those
who believe God has called them to some special work but
who are still uncertain of the particulars of the call.

Consider those in uncomfortable circumstances who are
looking to God for victory while God's timing has not yet
produced the victory.

In spite of the painfulness of the wait, those who do wait
on the Lord will move to adivine dimension in life. Consider
the following verses of the larger passage.

The Creator of the ends of the earth, neither faints
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nor isweary. Isaiah 40:28

Even the youths shall faint and be weary ... Isaiah
40:30

But those who wait on the Lorp ... shall run and not
be weary, they shall walk and not faint. Isaiah 40:31

Those who experience their crucifixion, burial, and
resurrection are set free from the power of the flesh and its
desire to make things happen—and happen now.

They are able to wait on the Lord and move into that di-
vine dimension of life.

THAT GREAT CLOUD OF WITNESSES

Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so
great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every
weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and
let usrun with endurance theracethat is set before
us... Hebrews 12:1

A witness observes something and then tells others about
it. In this case the witnesses are both observing believers and
relating a message to us.

The passagefollowsthe great “faith chapter” of the Bible.
Someone has called it the “roll call of faith” because it relates
the faith experiences of many Old Testament characters.

The overall picture of the first readers of the Book of
Hebrewsimplied by this and other versesisthat some of them
were wavering in their faith.

The faith experiences of those mentioned in chapter 11
provide a message to the readers.

Their faith is saying, “Keep trusting God. Your faith in
God will keep you in a life of obedience. It will keep you
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expecting miracles from God. It will result in miracles from
God.

“Keep trusting in God. Your faith in God will keep you
faithful to God even if He chooses not to do miraclesfor you—
even if He permits you to continue in a state of suffering. If
God should choose that for you, your life will be a powerful
testimony to many.”

In his encouragement for believersto live by faith the au-
thor of Hebrews then writes:

... looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our
faith, who for the oy that was set before Himendured
the cross, despising the shame ... Hebrews 12:2

Live by faith and live by grace.
A MINISTRY OF CONFRONTATION

“Moreover if your brother sins against you, go and
tell him his fault between you and him alone. If he
hears you, you have gained your brother.” Matthew
18:15

One of the greatest needs in our churches today is that of
confrontation—the type Jesus spoke of in these verses.

Soon after a pastor began to experience his crucifixion,
burial, and resurrection, he became disturbed that he had not
consistently obeyed the command of Jesus to confront those
sinning against him. Heresolved to be consistently obedient to
the Lord in the future.

Within six weeksthe challenge to obey cameto the pastor.
In God'stiming and in God'’s grace, he confronted a man who
had criticized him. It was a distasteful experience. The man
first became angry and denied he had been critical. Before the
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pastor left, however, the man admitted his criticism and
repented. Their close friendship continued.

As the pastor continued to confront those who criticized
him and to encourage his members to do the same, he realized
that confrontations bring an unexpected blessing. They are a
major factor in keeping down criticisms and in keeping the
fellowship of the churches.

A spirit of oneness among believersis the main issue for
Jesus in his great prayer recorded in John 17. Over and over
the Apostle Paul taught the need of onenessin the church. Many
pastors and lay members pray for a spirit of oneness in their
churches.

An aggressive ministry of confrontation would go along
way in healing broken fellowships and in keeping the good
fellowshipsin many churches.

A church with some memberswho areliving by grace will
be a church engaging in aministry of confrontation.

Living by grace makes the confrontations effective as the
offended confront the offenders in the love of God and in the
timing of God.

THE APPEAL OF HOLY LAUGHTER

When the Lorp brought back the captivity of Zion, We
were like those who dream. Then our mouth wasfilled
with laughter, And our tongue with singing. Then they
said among the nations, “ The Lorp has done great
things for them.” Psalm 26:1-2

The psalmist describes the joy in the hearts of the
returning Israelites to their homeland from Babylonian

captivity.
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Their joy could not be contained—it expressed itself in
laughter and singing. We know the feeling. God’s blessings
have produced the same quality of joyfulnessin our hearts.

A joyfulnessexpressing itself in laughter and singing draws
attention to itself. Thejoyfulness of the returning Jews captured
the attention of the surrounding nations. They said:

“The Lorp has done great things for them.”

Surely many who are looking for some meaning in life
give attention to one whose outward actionsindicate aninward
joyfulness. They wonder, “How can they be so full of joy?’

Thereisan evangelistic appeal in God-produced laughter.

The one certain way we believers can possessthisfeature
of evangelistic appeal is by experiencing our crucifixion,
burial, and resurrection resulting in our being filled with the
Holy Spirit.

The Apostle Paul followed his command to his readers at
Ephesus to be filled with the Holy Spirit with a series of

statementsindicating the results of being filled with the Spirit.
The very first result he mentionsis that they will be:

... Speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and
spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your
heart to the Lord ... Ephesians 5:19

The entire statement indicates joyfulness.
In Galatians 5:22 Paul writes:

The fruit of the Spiritis...joy ...

VICTORY OVER JEALOUSY

Therefore, when they had gathered together, Pilate
said to them, “ Whom do you want me to release to
you? Barabbas, or Jesuswho is called Christ?” For
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he knew that they had handed Him over because of
envy. Matthew 27:17-18

Theviciousnessthat jeal ousy can bring to the human heart
is vividly revealed in the death of Jesus. It was because of
jealousy the Jewish leaders wanted Him crucified.

Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are;
... contentions, jealousies ... heresies, envy ...
Galatians 5:19a-20b

Could it bethat the Spirit of God led Paul to put both envy
and jealousy as works of the flesh because of the words he
places before them? Jealousy causes both contentions and
heresies. How many churches have divided, and how many
new denominations have been started astheresult of jealousy?
Many!

A person does not become jealous of just anyone. He
becomes jealous of someone in his own group. It is probably
the result of a spirit of competition.

For example, itisnot likely that acarpenter will bejealous
of a scientist—unless the scientist is his brother who is
prosperous and/or famous.

The passages aboveindicate thetragic result of some cases
of jealousy. But thereisanother sideto the result of jealousy—
the grief it brings to one who loves God and hates himself for
hisjealousy.

Thereis good news. Victory is possible.

Joe was jealous of his preacher brethren when God used
them in ways he did not use him. He repented over and over.
He wept about his sin. He privately recommitted his life to
God. He prayed for deliverance. He read his Bible looking for
help. There was no victory.

Victory did not come until God revealed to him his union
with Christ and he began living by grace.
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Itisavictory availableto all believers.

THE COST HASBEEN COUNTED

“ For which of you, intending to build a tower, does
not sit down first and count the cost, whether he has
enoughtofinishit...” Luke 14:28

Jesus had just said:

“1f anyone comes to Me and does not hate his father
and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters,
yes, and his own life also, he cannot be My disciple.
And whoever does not bear his cross and come after
Me cannot be My disciple.” Luke 14:26

Jesusis not saying we are to count the cost of yielding our
lives to Him. He is saying He has counted the cost of what it
will take to build His Kingdom. Perhaps this is more vividly
expressed in the following statement:

“Or what king, going to make war against another
king, does not sit down first and consider whether he
is able with ten thousand to meet him who comes
against himwith twenty thousand?” Luke 14:31

It is not the troops of the king that are to count the cost. It
isthe king himself who has counted the cost.

Jesus is building His Kingdom. He is going against the
enemies of darkness that are headed by Satan himself.

Jesus has counted the cost of what it will taketo build His
Kingdom and vanquish His foe. He knows that the cost is a
Kingdom of followers who have placed Him first. They have
given up their self interest, and they are willing to bear their
Crosses.

When one compares what Jesus saysin Luke about build-
ing His Kingdom and defeating his foe with what the life of
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living by grace calls for, he finds the qualifications to be one
and the same.

IN FEAR AND TREMBLING

And hisaffectionsaregreater for you asheremembers
the obedience of you all, how with fear and trembling
you received him. 2 Corinthians 7:15

Paul had sent Titus to Corinth. The passage is a descrip-
tion of how Titus was received by the Corinthians.

Bondservants, be obedient to those who are your
masters according to the flesh, with fear and
trembling, in sincerity of heart, asto Christ; not with
eyeservice, as men-pleasers, but as bondservants of
Christ, doing the will of God from the heart, with
goodwill doing service, asto the Lord, and not to men
... Ephesians 6:5-7

The passage is a description of how Christian employees
should do their work.

Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed,
not asin my presence only, but now much morein my
absence, work out your own salvation with fear and
trembling; for it is God who worksin you both to will
and to do for His good pleasure. Philippians 2-12

Thisisadescription of how the Philippians areto respond
to the inner working of God in their lives.

| was with you in weakness, in fear, and in much
trembling. And my speech and my preaching were not
with persuasive words of human wisdom, but in
demonstration of the Spirit and of power ... 1
Corinthians 2:3-4



Living in the Garden of Grace 183

Paul relates to the Corinthians the spirit with which he
came to them with the Gospel of Christ.

The Corinthians were not afraid of Timothy, Paul was not
afraid of the Corinthians, employeesare not afraid of employers,
and Christians are not afraid to be in the presence of God.

The message hereis apassion not to fail. Every Christian
should live with the same passion. Living by grace is our as-
surance of not being afailurein our lives.

DON'T FORGET YOURSELF

Let each of you look out not only for hisown interests,
but also for the interests of others. Philippians 2:4

When the Apostle suggeststhat believerslook out for their
own interests, he surely includes our own spiritual life and
growth.

A spiritual leader made the statement, “1 realized | had
been telling others about awalk with God from memory.”

Hewas confessing that he had not been looking out for his
own spiritual interests. He had drifted from a persona walk
with God while encouraging othersto have such awalk.

Another spiritual leader confessed, “1 realized it had been
yearssince | had read the Bible for my own needs. | had been
reading it for sermon material only.”

Perhaps the greatest danger a spiritual leader facesisthat
of being so busy serving othersthat he driftsfrom his personal
fellowship with God. Until hereturnsto adaily walk with God,
he abandons his need for personal spiritual growth.

Lifethen becomes stale. Ministry becomes stale and inef-
fective, a personal walk with God is nothing more than a
memory, and burnout could be just around the corner.

Let us not forget ourselves!
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Our greatest safeguard against forgetting our own need of
spiritual vitality and spiritual growthisdaily living out thelife
of grace—throughout each day obeying the commands for
experiencing the new-creation life.

When welive out our union with Christ, wearefilled with
the Holy Spirit and He will always keep us in the Scriptures,
praying, and lovingly serving others.

When we keep thefirst thingsfirst, our personal livesand
our serviceto otherswill be joyful and fulfilling.

A CARING CHRISTIAN SPIRIT

...1f I ambeing poured out as a drink offering on the
sacrifice and service of your faith, | am glad and
rgoicewithyou all. Philippians 2:17

Philippians 2:17-30 reveals a loving and caring spirit
between Paul, Epaphroditus, Timothy, and the Philippian
believers.

In our anchor verse, Paul revealshislovefor the Philippian
believers when he writes of his willingness to die for their
growth in faith. Verses 19 and 25 express other concerns of
Paul for the Philippians while verse 27 reveals his deep love
for Epaphroditus.

In verse 20 Paul mentions Timothy’s genuine love for the
Philippians. Timothy’s love for Paul is expressed in Verse 22.

The love of Epaphroditus for Paul is expressed in Verse
25 and hisconcern for the Philippiansisreveaed in verse 26.

Verse 25 expresses the love of the Philippians for Paul
and verse 26 detailstheir love for Epaphroditus.

Every believer and every church on earth could profit from
a study of this passage. More importantly, every believer and
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every churchwould greatly benefit from possessing aloveand
concern for fellow-believers as the passage shows.

Having knowledge of the Apostle Paul and histeaching,
we know that this mutual love and concern had to be the
result of all who wereinvolved inliving out their union with
Jesus.

Sincein 1 Corinthians 4:17 Paul writes that he taught the
“in Christ” messageto every church, we can be surethat Timo-
thy, Epaphroditus, and the Philippian believers had heard the
“in Christ” truths time and again—and were living them.

A KINGDOM PRAYER

Therefore Heisal so ableto saveto the utter most those
who cometo God through Him, since He always lives
to make intercession for them. Hebrews 7:25

Since Jesus returned to heaven, He has been praying for
all believers to grow as Christians. He will continue this
intercessory work until He returns.

It is possible for usto join Him in this fruitful work.

We understand that real growth starts when a believer
begins to live out the new-creation life.

We understand that one lives out the new-creation life
by experiencing hiscrucifixion, burial, and resurrection. This
becomes a reality in all who have received Jesus as Lord
and Savior.

We can pray, then, for God to place apassion to experience
spiritual growth in the lives of believersthe world over.

We can pray that God will reveal to believers throughout
the Kingdom that upon receiving Jesus as L ord and Savior they
were crucified, buried, and resurrected.
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Because we know that most believerscometo realizetheir
oneness with Christ through Christian literature, we can pray
that the Lord will place literature in the hands of believersthat
will explain the new-creation life.

Since the Bible may be the only literature some believers
will ever have, we can pray that God will guide them to the
truths of Romans 6:3-13 and reveal to them the meaning of
those verses.

Such praying is legitimate and needful and can result in
great fruitfulness throughout the Kingdom of God.

While we pray in this manner, we can continue to share
the truths of the exchanged life—through words and Christian
literature.

Thereismuch evidence of the need for Christian growth
in the lives of believers. What a joy to know that through
intercessory prayer we can have a part in the maturing of
many.

WHERE SIN ABOUNDS

Moreover the law entered that the offense might
abound. But where sin abounded, grace abounded
much more ... Romans 5:20

The best person to explain the meaning of “where sin
abounds” is Paul, the man who wrote the words. In Romans
7:8 he writes:

But sin, seizing the opportunity afforded by the
commandment, produced in me every kind of covetous
desire.

Earlier in the same chapter Paul writes that after experi-
encing “life” asanew believer, he began toattempt to keep the
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10" commandment, “you shall not covet”. Read the resullt:

But sin, that it might appear sin, was producing death
in me through what is good, so that sin through the
commandment might become exceedingly sinful.
Romans 7:14b

AsPaul tried not to covet, hewasfilled with every kind of
covetous desire.

So, thefirst thing we can say about “ abounding sin” isthat
it is the result of seeking to keep commandments in human
strength. The second thing we see about “abounding sin” is
that it leads to grace.

... where sin abounded, grace abounded much
more ...

Many can testify that thisis the story of their lives. They
passionately attempted to keep the commandments. The result
was abounding sin. In desperation they turned to God knowing
that if they were to be delivered from sin, God had to make it
happen.

In that state of despair God guided them to the truths of
the new-creation life.

Inliving out their crucifixion, burial, and resurrection God
began awork of delivering them from sin. The result was vic-
torious living.

those who receive abundance of grace and of the gift
of righteousness will reign in life through the One,
Jesus Christ. Romans 5:17

Through grace the victorious life is available to all
believers.



188 Living in the Garden of Grace

A MESSAGE TO THE MATURE

Therefore let us, as many as are mature, have this

mind ... Philippians 3:15a

Some believers are more spiritualy mature than others.
They expressgreat faith in God, talk much about the Lord, the
church, and the Kingdom. They joyfully serve the Lord, the
church, and others. It isto this mature group Paul address his
admonition:

... havethismind ...

To understand the statement, one must know the context
in which it is made. In earlier verses Paul wrote that faith in
God and not in himself isthe way to righteousness. Inverse 11
Paul expresses his ultimate goal for experiencing righteous-
ness by faith.

... If, by any means, | may attain to the resurrection
from the dead.

Since Paul uses the words “if” and “attain” in his
statement of desire, he is not speaking of the resurrection of
his body.

He writes of his spiritual resurrection—which, according
to Ephesians 2:5-6, hasthree features: God has entered hislife,
he is raised from the spiritually dead, and he is seated with
Christ in the heavenlies.

Because Paul had already experienced thefirst two features
of his spiritual resurrection, it is the third feature to which he
refers. He desiresthat living out enthronement in the heavenlies
will be a continuous experience.

Following the expression of his desire in verse 11, Paul
admitsthat he hasnot arrived. Hethen writesthat he hasreduced
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his life to one thing—an unbroken experience of life in the
heavenlies.

Paul then exhortsthe matureto “ havethismind.” Restated,
Paul writes that even the mature Christian should know they
have more growing to do and should reduce their desires to
that of experiencing life in the heavenlies.

Paul knows that life in the heavenlies is the best position
for oneto grow in faith and righteousness. He also knowsit is
the best position for receiving guidance and power from God.
He knows that life in the heavenlies puts believers to work in
the Kingdom.

GOD EXPRESSING RIGHTEOUSNESS
THROUGH US

... [present] your members as instruments of
righteousness to God. Romans 6:13c

Thiscommand isthelast of the five commands of Romans
6:11-13 for living by grace.

The second of the five commands concerns our entire
bodies while the third and fifth commands concern the
individual parts of our bodies. We are not to yield the parts of
our bodies to the control of our sin nature resulting in
unrighteousness. We are to yield the parts of our bodies to the
control of God resulting in righteousness.

There aretwo featuresto the righteousness of God—judgment
of sin and acts of love.

Consider a few ways God can use the members of our
bodies to express His righteousness.

Through our ability to hear the Holy Spirit can revea a
speaker’s needs—and may direct usto rebuke asin or speak a
strong word of encouragement.
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Through our sight God reveals physical, spiritual, and
emotional conditions and leads us to expressions of His
righteousness.

God can express His righteousness by leading us to use
our arms and hands. We can hold a baby with gentleness and
love. He can lead us to express sympathy and encouragement
to some hurting person with agentle touch. With our handswe
can write aletter or meet some physical need.

Our legs and feet enable usto go to others and expressthe
righteousness of God.

The part of our bodies God usesthe most is our voices. At
times He guides us to point out and rebuke sin.

More often than not, God leads us to express love,
sympathy, and encouragement with our voices. He uses our
voices to teach truth to those lacking in understanding.

L et uscontinually yield each part of our bodiesto God.
He will faithfully guide us to use them in expressing His
righteousness.

RE-DIGGING THE WELLS

And I saac dug again the wells of water which they
had dug in the days of Abraham his father, for
the Philistines had stopped them up after the
death of Abraham. Genesis 26:18

In Old Testament days, wellswere amain source of water.
Abraham was adigger of wells.

The Philistinesfilled some of Abraham’swellswith dirt.
| saac removed the dirt. He “dug again the wells.” Theentire
series of events is a vivid illustration of New Testament
truths.
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In John 4:14 Jesus described His gift of salvation asawell
of water. (KJV)

Later, at acelebration of the Feast of Tabernaclesin Jerusa-
lem, Jesus stood and cried:

.. if anyone continues to be thirsty, let him
continually cometo meand let him continually drink.
He who continuesto believein me ... out of hisinner
being will flow rivers of living water.” John 7:37-38
(Author’strandlation)

John immediately follows this quotation with the
explanation that Jesus was speaking of the Holy Spirit.

At salvation the Spirit of Jesus comes to live in the new
believer. Heisfilled with the Holy Spirit. Theresultisaforetaste
of what the Christian life can and should be.

Intime, most believersturn to serving God in human effort.
Thefleshisback in power. Because the flesh fights against the
Spirit, the well of water within the new believer is greatly
hindered. He is no longer filled with the Holy Spirit.

When the believer becomes thirsty for the “lifein Christ”
hefirst had, heisready to drink again. Heisready to re-dig the
well. He does so by putting the flesh out of power through
experiencing his crucifixion.

As he continues to experience his crucifixion, he contin-
ues to be filled with the Holy Spirit—he continually drinks
from the spiritual well within.

DOALL TO THE GLORY OF GOD

... Whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do
all totheglory of God. 1 Corinthians 10:31
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Theverserevealsthat we mortals—like the heavens—can
bring glory to God. We should study it in deep meditation and
humility.

The statement is in a passage concerning the believer’s
influence. It concerns meat offered to idols. The setting isin
the home of an unbeliever. Paul says the believer is to eat
whatever is set before him. If someone says, “The meat has
been offered to idols,” then for the sake of others, the believer
isnot to eat the meat.

People often say, “If doing this does not hurt me, thereis
nothing wrong withit.” The approach of lovesays, “If thishurts
my influence with someone else, | will not do it.”

Thereal issue, according to Paul, isbringing glory to God.
If abeliever’'sactions cause some to doubt hiswalk with God,
he should cease that action.

Doing “all totheglory of God” also bringsinto focusthings
believers should do.

When one takes seriously Paul’s statement “do all to the
glory of God,” he knows that God’s will for him is about his
total life.

Living out God'sdesirethat we bring glory to Him, reduces
usto alife of continually responding to His leadership.

There may be times when we are in a situation in which
we do not know the right action to take or not to take. At such
times we need an immediate and clear word from the Lord.

There may be times when we know what the Lord wants
usto do or not to do, but we also know that we have neither the
wisdom nor the strength to do it.

There is no better way to receive the needed direction,
wisdom, and strength than by consciously living under thegrace
of God. We do so by continually living out the exchanged life.

Knowing that our living out the exchanged life resultsin
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glory to God, that life—which is available to all believers—
becomes extremely attractive.

THOSE OTHER “GIFTED GIFTS” TO THE CHURCH

But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each
one for the profit of all ... 1 Corinthians 12:7

In Ephesians the Apostle Paul lists several church leaders
he calls “gifts’ of the Lord to the church.

And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some
prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and
teachers ... Ephesians 4:11

He then adds that the work of these “gifted gifts’ is the
“equipping of the saints for the work of the ministry ...”
Ephesians 4:12a

Thelarger context of 1 Corinthians 12:7 revealsthat each
member of the church has been gifted by the Lord for the ben-
efit of the entire church.

The conclusion of the overall passage is that not just the
leaders are “ gifted gifts’ to the church “but each member isa
“gifted gift” to the church.

You may not be the pastor-teacher of your church, but you
are a gift to the church as much as he is. You should think of
yourself as a*“gifted gift” to your church.

All members of the church must keep in mind two things:
our church will suffer without the ministry of our God-given
gifts, and our church will suffer if we seek to serve in areas
where God has not gifted us.

We must have awillingnessto use our giftsfor the church
and to use them in the appropriate areas.

Therefore, it is necessary that we know what our giftsare.
Some have sought to discover their gifts by self-examina-
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tion. That approachisnot spiritually healthy because our minds
aretoo much on ourselves. Thereis a better way.

Let uslive out the new-creation life and follow the leader-
ship of the Holy Spirit. He will place usin the areas in which
we have been gifted—benefiting the entire church.

AT WITS END?

They reel to and fro, and stagger like a drunken man,
And are at their wits’ end. Psalm 107:27

The verse is in a passage concerning sailors caught in a
violent storm. Thevicious stirring of the sea caused the men to
reel and stagger. It brought them to “ their wits end.”

Surely, most of the time these sailors knew what to do
when they were caught in a storm. This storm, though, was so
horrendous they were “ at their wits’ end.”

Verse 25 states the origin of the storm:

For He (God) commands and raises the stormy wind,
which lifts up the waves of the sea.

Consider the result of the storm:

Thenthey cry out to the Lorp in their trouble, And He
bringsthemout of their distresses. He calmsthe storm,
So that itswaves are still. Psalm 107:28-29

The God-sent storm drove these men to “their wits' end”
and it resulted in their crying out to God. There is nothing in
the passage to indicate that the storm was a judgment on sin.

God brings each of us to our wits' end time and again—
pushing us to faith in Him. It is a work of love because His
ultimate purpose for each of usistotal trustin Him at all times
and in every circumstance.

God does not keep usin the storms of life continuously, so
we are not always forced to faith.
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S0, He uses another method to work continual faithin us.
He leads us to experience the crucifixion of our old man.

As we experience storms and the crucifixion of our old
man, we are freed from faith in ourselves so that we might
continuously have faith in God.

THE MINISTRY OF EMOTIONAL PARTICIPATION

Rejoice with those who rejoice, and weep with those
who weep. Romans 12:15

With this command, the Lord tells us to participate in the
emotions of others—in their joy and in their grief.

What believer has not been so full of joy that he had to tell
someone what had happened? What believer has not had such
grief he had to unburden his heart to someone? Even Jesus
took Peter, James, and John apart in the Garden of Gethsemane
to tell them of the heaviness of His heart.

Unfortunately, we have all had chilling and disappointing
experiences of sharing a joy or a burden with someone who
responded with indifference. Such an experienceleavesuswith
an empty feeling and wishing we had kept our emotions to
ourselves.

At other times, we have had the fulfilling experience of a
Christian friend rejoicing with usin our joyfulness and weeping
with usin our grief.

Our own experiences have shown us that “emotional
participation” with othersis aneeded and genuine ministry.

However, we cannot participate in the emotions of others
simply by deciding to do so. We can engage in emotional par-
ticipation only when we are filled with the love of God.

Without God's love in our hearts, such things as jealousy
and self-centeredness produced by our flesh may result in our
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weeping while others are rejoicing and rejoicing while others
are weeping.

The only way we can fully obey the command to rejoice
with those who rejoice and weep with those who weep is by
living out the new-creation life.

It is by experiencing the crucifixion of our flesh and the
filling of the Holy Spirit that jealousy and self-centeredness
will be out of power and we will be filled with divine love.

In that spiritual condition, we will rejoice with those who
rejoice and weep with those who weep. We will have a mean-
ingful ministry of “emotional participation” with othersintheir
joysandin their sorrows.

WALK WORTHY OF THE LORD

... We do not cease ... to ask that ... you may walk
worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing Him ... Colossians
1:9b-10a

Following Paul’s prayer for his Colossian readersto walk
worthy of the Lord, he mentionsfour thingsthat will resultina
life worthy of the Lord and one that fully pleases Him. Those
four things are as follows:

... being fruitful in every good work ... Colossians
1:10b

... increasing in the knowledge of God ... Colossians
1:10c

... strengthened with all might, according to His
glorious power, for all patience and longsuffering with
joy ... Colossians 1:11

... giving thanksto the Father who has qualified usto
be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in the
light ... Colossians 1:12
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Aswewalk inthe Spirit, wewill be* fruitful in every good
work.” Aswe are taught by the Holy Spirit, we will “ increase
in the knowledge of God.”

It isthe Holy Spirit at work in our livesthat will resultin
our being “strengthened unto all patience and longsuffering
withjoy.”

When we arefilled with the Holy Spirit, wewill be thank-
ing God for our salvation.

Being filled with the Holy Spirit isthe only thing that will
result in our living alife worthy of the Lord and that is fully
pleasing to Him.

We will be filled with the Holy Spirit as we live out our
crucifixion, burial, and resurrection.

A lifeworthy of the Lord will not only pleasethe Lord, but
it will give agenuine sense of fulfillment to us. A walk worthy
of the Lord will result in blessings to many others.

COMMITTED OR AVAILABLE?

And for their sakes | sanctify Myself, that they also
may be sanctified by the truth. John 17:19

Many of ushave encouraged othersto “ dedicate” or “com-
mit” themselves to the Lord—believing that “dedication” or
“commitment” is the ultimate in Christian living.

However, neither word is ever used in that sense in the
New Testament.

Important words in the New Testament describing a
believer’'s walk with God are* saint,” “holy,” “holiness,” “sanc-
tify,” and “sanctification.” The basic meaning of each word is
“set gpart.” In total, these words are applied to believers al-
most a hundred times.

A few timeswearetold to * present” ourselvesto God, but
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each time “present” isthe translation of aword that means “to
place beside.”

The conclusion of thisword study isthat the ultimate goal
in abeliever’'swalk with God is “availability.”

Many times the New Testament encourages us to live by
“faith.” Onefeature of living by faith isthat of trusting God to
show us what to do next—and that is availability.

In aBible study someone said, “The New Testament does
not teach commitment as the ultimate in a walk with God. It
teachesavailability.”

A man in supervision said, “In the secular world aperson
can be dedicated to his job without being available to his su-
pervisor.” He went on to say, “A genuinely dedicated worker
can come up with what he thinksis a better idea, even when it
is not what his supervisor directed him to do.”

When this conversation was shared with another man in
supervision, hisimmediate responsewas, “ That isexactly right.
When | interview a person for ajob, the first thing | want to
know iswhat his availability to meis.”

When we live out our union with Christ, we are avail-
ableto God—and that iswhat God islooking for rather than
commitment.

EXCHANGING GIFTSWITH JESUS

“| cameto send fire on the earth, and how | wish it
were already kindled! But | have a baptism to be
baptized with, and how distressed | am till it is
accomplished!” Luke 12:49-50

At Christmas we think about the birth of Jesus. We wor-
ship. We have family gatherings. We enjoy deliciousfood. We
givegiftsto thoselessfortunate. We exchange giftswith loved
ones. Let us consider exchanging gifts with Jesus.
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As we think about the birth of Jesus, we also think of
what His coming to earth meansto us. We think of all He has
given to us.

In Luke 12:49-50 Jesus saysthat He cameto kindle afire.
Thisis certainly areference to His sending the Holy Spirit to
livein all believers.

The coming of the Holy Spirit into the lives of believersat
Pentecost was accompanied with the appearance of cloven
tongues, as of fire above each of the 120 in the upper room—
indicating that the Holy Spiritisafire.

The exhortation in 1 Thessalonians 5:19 for us not to
“guench” the Spirit is another inference that the Holy Spirit
isafire.

Many of the benefits of having the fire live in us are re-
corded in the fourteenth and sixteenth chapters of John, the
eighth chapter of Romans, and the fifth chapter of Galatians.

The gift of the Spirit was costly. Our reference passage
indicates that through His birth and His death, Jesus prepared
the way for the sending of the Holy Spirit.

What can we give Jesus in exchange for His gift of the
Spirit to us?

An appropriate exchange gift isthat of permitting the fire
to burn brightly in us by not “ quenching” it.

We are hurt and disappointed when we give a gift that is
not appreciated.

We do not want to hurt and disappoint our Lord. Let us
continueto befilled with thefire by living out thefive impera-
tives of Romans 6:11-13.

O WRETCHED MAN THAT | AM!

O wretched man that | am! Who will deliver me from
this body of death? Romans 7:25
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In order to understand this cry, look at the two previous
Verses.

For I delight inthelaw of God according to theinward
man. But | see another law in my members, warring
against the law of my mind, and bringing me into
captivity to the law of sin which isin my members.
Romans 7:23-24

Interpreted by the broader context, Paul is admitting that
his love for the law and attempts to keep it have the negative
effect of bringing his sin nature into power.

Paul’ suse of “body of death” isaconfession that when his
sin natureisin power, sinful passionsstir in hisbody. Heis not
saying his body is sinful. The word “death” is used here to
describe a state of spiritual defeat, and guilt. Romans 7:5 isa
parallel statement:

For when we were in the flesh, the sinful passions
which were aroused by the law were at work in our
membersto bear fruit to death.

New Testament words indicating the stirring of sinful
passions in our bodies are adultery, fornication, murder,
drunkenness, revelries, lying, and stealing. Even consider-
ing committing such things can leave one in a state of
“death.” Few, if any, aretempted to commit all of thesesins.
One isdrawn to certain sins while another is drawn to oth-
ers. Our sin patterns are unique to us.

Paul answers his own question about who will deliver him
from his *body of death” with:

“1 thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord.”
Romans 7:25

The broader passage makes it plain that Paul means his
freedom from the body of death comesthrough living the new-
creation life.
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By experiencing our crucifixion, we are delivered from
legalism. Our bodies are released from the power of our sin
nature and from being instruments of the death of spiritual
defeat and guilt. Our bodies are freed to be the instruments
of God.

GRACE VERSUSADDICTIONS

Therefore put to death your members which are on
the earth: fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil
desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry.
Colossians 3:5

Theword “members” is primarily used in the New Testa-
ment asareferenceto parts of the body. However, Paul isiden-
tifying such things as fornication, uncleanness, covetousness
and idolatry as our “members.”

By such terminology, Paul must mean that some practices
can become so ingrained in our lives that they are as much a
part of us as our hands and feet.

In recent years, the terms “addict,” and “addiction” have
become a part of our everyday conversations. Thisis largely
trueto addictionsto such things as alcohoal, drugs, and pornog-
raphy. Yet, many experience addictionsto lessharmful things—
such as “ covetousness.”

When a practice or desire becomes so much a part of us
that it can be likened to our hands and feet, can there be vic-
tory? Is grace more powerful than addiction?

“Here’sLife” isone of our booksteaching thelife of grace.
It is a verse by verse exposition of Romans 5:12-8:39—the
most important passage in the Bible on the theme of living out
the Christian life.

In aphone call from LosAngelesaman said, “My neigh-
bor gave me a copy of “Here’s Life” and God has used the
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truths of those verses to deliver me from alcoholism.”

He then said, “I need another copy because | have read
mine so much | have to keep it together with rubber bands.”

From the Rio Grande valley of Texas, a man emailed the
message that he had read “Here's Life” 15 times. The result
was deliverance from drug addiction.

When abeliever continuesto live out the life of grace, he
permits grace to confront addition, and grace is the victor ev-
ery time.

LABORING FOR THE MATURITY OF BELIEVERS

... (It is) Him (Jesus) we preach, warning every man
and teaching every man in all wisdom, that we may
present every man perfect in Christ Jesus. To thisend
| also labor, striving according to His working which
works in me mightily. Colossians 1:28-29

Over and over we hear of conflict and carnality in our
churches. We hear of ineffective and declining churches. Why?

Could it be that in some cases a preoccupation with nu-
merical growth has cast ashadow over our attention to the spiri-
tual growth of our members?

In Colossians 1:28-29 Paul writes of his labors for the
maturity of believers—this provides a model we could well
follow.

Paul preaches the person of Jesus. Thisisthe heart of his
message to believers.

An important feature of Paul’s labors for the maturing of
hisfellow believersiswarning. Hiswarningsare mostly against
legalism.

Paul teaches believers. In 1 Corinthians 4:17 Paul states
that in every church he teaches of hislife “in Christ”—which
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means that in every church he teaches the message of union
with Christ in crucifixion, burial, and resurrection.

Paul teaches with wisdom. In 1 Corinthians 1:30 he states
that because God has placed us in Christ, He, Christ, is our
wisdom.

Paul testifiesin Colossians 1:29 that hislaborsfor the ma-
turing of believers are through the power of God at work in
him for that purpose.

Christian leaders who follow Paul’s example of laboring
for the spiritual maturity of believerswill confront many prob-
lemsin the church.

A church filled with mature believers will be effective in
evangelism. The members will worship in an atmosphere of
spiritual power. Visitors will know they are in the presence of
God.

That church will impact its community with the gospel
and with works of divine love.

THE DEFEAT OF TWO DEADLY ENEMIES

So let no one judge you in food or in drink, or
regarding a festival or a new moon or Sabbaths ...
Colossians 2:16

In this verse Paul warns the Colossian believers against
fal se teachers who were seeking to influence them into engag-
ingin certain ceremonial features of the law. Paul exhortsthem
not to yield to this type of legalism.

The word “So” with which Paul begins his warning ties
the verseto the two previous verses—where Paul tellshisread-
erswhy they should not engage in this type of law-living.

First, engaging in ceremonies of the law is unnecessary
because the law is no longer in effect. He writes:
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... having wiped out the handwriting of requirements
that was against us, which was contrary to us. And
He hastaken it out of the way, having nailed it to the
cross. Colossians 2:14

Thelaw—an agent of emotional and spiritual death—was
wiped out at the crucifixion of Jesus. It was nailed to the cross.

Second, Satan was defeated at the cross. Paul writes;

Having disarmed principalitiesand powers, He made
a public spectacle of them, triumphing over themin
it. Colossians 2:15

In John 8:44 Jesus exposes Satan as “a liar and a mur-
derer.” Satan always has deceit and death on his mind.

Satan, an agent of death, uses the law, an agent of death.
But on the cross Jesus put them both out of power.

By experiencing our union with Christ, we put them both
out of power in our lives.

By experiencing our crucifixion we arefreefrom the power
of our flesh that seeks to keep the law.

Through our spiritual resurrection we are seated with Christ
in aposition of authority far above Satan.

WALKING IN NEWNESS OF LIFE

Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism
into death, that just as Christ wasraised fromthe dead
by the glory of the Father, even so we also should
walk in newness of life. Romans 6:4

The verse declares three truths: believers have been bur-
ied with Jesus through baptism (by the Holy Spirit) into death;
Jesus has been raised from the dead by the glory of the Father,
and believers also should walk in newness of life.

Thewords“just as ... also” imply two other truths: Jesus
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walks in newness of life and believers have been raised from
the dead—which isclearly declared in versefive.

Our attention hereison the* newness of life” of believers.

The word “should” in verse four has also been trandlated
“might” and “may.” One could say, “ Because we might or may
walk in newness of life, we should walk in newness of life.

This passage means that believers may or should walk in
newness of life because they have been spiritually crucified,
buried, and resurrected.

Two, among many, exciting features of the believer’s new-
nessof lifearethefilling of the Holy Spirit through crucifixion
and burial—and enthronement with Jesus through resurrection.

In understanding the believer’s new life in Christ, atten-
tion must be given to verse six that reads:

... knowing this, that our old man was crucified with
Him, that the body of sin might be done away with,
that we should no longer be slaves of sin.

Theword*“knowing” tiesto theword “walk.” A legitimate
tranglation of “knowing” in thiscontext is“by knowing.” That
is, we may walk in newness of live by knowing that our old
man has been crucified with Christ. Theword trand ated “ know-
ing” often has the idea of knowing by experience.

Through experiencing crucifixion, we may experienceres-
urrection. Believers who experience “newness of life” experi-
ence crucifixion before they experience resurrection—just as
Jesus did.

A GUIDING WORD FROM OUR MODEL

Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example,
that you should follow His steps ... 1 Peter 2:21a

Jesus was God-man. Because, as aman, he lived by faith
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in the Father, we are able to follow his example. The passage
reveal Jesusasour examplein suffering, but Heisour example
in all things.

Perhaps nothing reveal sthe earthly life of Jesus morethan
John’s statements concerning Jesus approachinlife. Fivetimes
John quotes Jesus as saying that His actions were not from
Himself.” The New American Standard Bible translates His
“from Himself” with the words “My own initiative.”

“| can do nothing on My own initiative. As| hear, |
judge; and My judgment is just, because | do not
seek My own will, but thewill of Himwho sent Me.”
John 5:30

So Jesus said, “ When you lift up the Son of Man, then
you will know that | am He, and | do nothing on My
own initiative, but | speak these things as the Father
taught Me.” John 8:28

Jesus said to them, “ If God were your Father, you
would love Me, for | proceeded forth and have come
from God, for | have not even come on My own
initiative, but He sent Me.” John 8:42

“For | did not speak on My own initiative, but the
Father Himself who sent Me has given Me a
commandment as to what to say and what to speak.”
John 12:49

“Do you not believe that | am in the Father, and the
Father isin Me? The wordsthat | say to you | do not
speak on My own initiative, but the Father abidingin
Me does Hisworks.” John 14:10

Themessageisclear. Itisthewill of the Father that we not
initiate but respond to His guidance.
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PRAYING IN THE HEART

And it happened, as she continued praying before the
Lorp, that Eli watched her mouth. Now Hannah spoke
in her heart; only her lips moved, but her voice was
not heard. 1 Samuel 1:12-13a

In our day wewould call Hannah's prayer “in her heart” a
“silent prayer.”

Nehemiah obvioudly prayed asilent prayer. When hisgrief
over the destruction of Jerusalem was noticed by the king, the
king asked what was wrong. Nehemiah told the king about
Jerusalem. The king asked, “What do you want?’ In reporting
his response to that important and highly emotional moment,
Nehemiah said:

So | prayed to the God of heaven. Nehemiah 2:4

The silent prayers of Hannah and Nehemiah were an-
swered.

Silent prayer can be one of the most effective features of
our lives.

When we believe in and practice silent prayer, we are not
limited to “saying our prayers at bedtime.” We can and will
pray anywhere and at any time.

While either at work or on aschool campus, silent prayer
opens the door for believers to pray about every task and
every relationship throughout the entire day—without re-
strictions.

Silent prayer is not just our opportunity to ask for God's
intervention as difficult circumstances arise. It is our means of
trusting God to give guidance in all we do throughout the day.

Silent prayer makes it possible for God-loving people to
joyfully and effectively praise God throughout the day.
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Silent prayer makes it possible for us to engage in inter-
cessory prayer throughout the day for fellow-workers or fel-
low-students.

Silent prayer can turn a sleepless night into a personal re-
vival of praise, petition, intercession, and new spiritual in-
sights—without disturbing anyone else who may be in the
house.

A lifestyle of silent prayer will be developed as we con-
tinually live out the five imperatives for Christian victory.

CRUCIFIXION OF THE GOOD

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,
longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness, self-control. Galatians 5:22-23a

The leader of agroup Bible study opened a discussion by
reading the “fruit of the Spirit” passage. Hethen asked, “If you
had never become a Christian, do you think you would have
had love in your heart?’ Several of the group believed that
they would have.

He asked the same question about each of the other eight
fruits of the Spirit. In each case a few members of the group
believed they would have possessed them.

The leader explained that the point of the exercise was to
show that the flesh does some good things. The Holy Spirit,
Who isnot present in unbelievers, does not produce the “fruits
of the Spirit” in unbelievers.

The leader of the group said, “There is a danger in our
trusting in our natural virtues. If we think we have enough pa-
tience, for example, we might think we do not need the pa-
tience produced by the Holy Spirit.”

Following those thoughts, there was unanimous agree-
ment in the group that the natural virtues they possessed
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were greatly limited.

For example, we have all known of young couples deeply
in love who, after experiencing some of the pressures of mar-
riedlife, had littlelovefor each other left. All of the other eight
natural virtues have their limitations.

We understand, then, that when our flesh was crucified,
any good qualitiesit produced were crucified, freeing usto be
filled with the Holy Spirit-produced good qualities that have
no limits.

A member of the aforementioned Bible study group testi-
fied that soon after his marriage, he discovered that his love
was not adequate for a stable marriage. He knew that he must
experience the crucifixion of his natural love in order that he
might possess the unlimited love produced by the Holy Spirit.

We must al live out the crucified life if we are to possess
the unlimited virtues produced by the Holy Spirit.

THE CRUCIFIXION OF JESUS

And when they had come to the place called Calvary;,
there they crucified Him ... Luke 23:33a

This devotional is being written on Wednesday, February
25, 2004. It islikely that on this very day in the United States
more people will be thinking about the crucifixion of Jesus
than on any other day in the nation’s history.

Thisistheday thefilm“The Passion of the Christ” isopen-
ing in over four thousand theatres all across the nation. The
film presents the last 12 hours in the life of Jesus before His
death on Calvary. In those last hours, of course, Jesus was dy-
ing on the cross.

Already thousands have seen the moviein special show-
ings to religious and other leaders across the nation. Some
do not believe the film to be totally accurate. Some have
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other criticisms of the film. Most tell of being deeply moved
by such avivid portrayal of the sufferings of Jesus before
and on the cross.

Has the death of Jesus not always brought forth the same
type of response? Some reject Jesus and His death for them.
Others bow before the crucified Lord in confession of sin and
in receiving Jesus as Lord and Savior.

It is always disturbing to believers that others could be
so critical of our Lord and what He has done for mankind. It
is also disturbing that some believers seem to have a lim-
ited understanding of the full significance of the crucifixion
of Jesus.

Whileall believersknow that Jesuswas dying for our sins
and are rgjoicing that He did so, there is much about the cross
of Jesus that receives little or no attention.

Colossians 2:14-15 reveals that when Jesus died on the
cross, the law was nailed on the cross with Him and He de-
feated Satan.

When Jesus died on the cross, He died as “The Last
Adam,” which means that when one receives Jesus as L ord
and Savior, he is spiritually crucified as Jesus was physi-
cally crucified.

In | Peter 2:21, the Scripturestell usthat when Jesus died,
He died as an example for believers, revealing that followers
of Jesus are to experience their own spiritual death—through
choosing and believing.

THE EXTENDED PRAYER OF JESUS

... Heis also able to save to the uttermost those who
come to God through Him, since He always lives to
make intercession for them. Hebrews 7:25

The New Testament presents salvation in three tenses.
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We have been saved, we will be saved, and we are being
saved. Hebrews 7:25 shows that Jesus continually prays
for our present tense salvation. He is praying that we will
grow as Christians. This aspect of our salvation is called
“sanctification.”

Jesus prayed for the sanctification of believersjust before
entering Gethsemane and only hours before the cross.

Sanctify them by your truth. John 17:17

Jesus' continuing intercession for the Christian growth of
all believersis an extension of that prayer.

Romans 6:16 teaches that when one continuesto obey the
fivecommandsfor living by grace, he becomesadaveto them.
We become slaves to yielding the members of our bodies to
God that He might do works of righteousness through them.
Then Romans 6:19 adds:

... present your members as slaves of righteousness
for holiness.

Theresult of our becoming slavesto obedienceto thefive
commandsfor living by graceis“holiness.” And “ holiness” is
“ sanctification.”

In Romans 6:22 Paul adds:

... how ... having become dlaves of God, you have
your fruit to holiness ...

As Jesus prays for our sanctification, He is also praying
for us to become slaves to obeying the five commands of Ro-
mans 6:11-13. We will honor our Lord by joining Himin pray-
ing for the sanctification of all believers.

Our heavenly Father will answer those prayers by leading
and enabling believersto become davesto obedience of thefive
commandsof Romans6:11-13. Theresultisour sanctification.
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LIVING BY THE FAITH OF JESUS

| have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer |
who live, but Christ livesin me; and the life which |
now livein the flesh | live by faith in the Son of God
... Galatians 2:20

In Colossians 3:4 Paul refersto JesusasHislife. In Gala
tians 2:20 Paul testifies that with Jesus as his life, he lives by
Jesus faith.

A vivid and instructive example of the faith of Jesus hap-
pened the day after he healed Peter’s mother-in-law. On the
day of her healing, word spread about the event. That same
evening, many were brought to Jesus to be healed. They were
not disappointed.

Early the next morning Jesus' disciplescould not find Him.
Hehad risen long before daylight and had found asolitary place
to pray. Inthe midst of what was avery successful and exciting
time of serviceto peoplein need, Jesustook nothing for granted.

Aswe consider what happened | ater, we know that as Jesus
looked to His Father for guidance, He received direction on
what He was to do next.

When the disciplesfound Jesus, they told Him that every-
one was looking for Him. Jesus answered:

“ Let usgointo the next towns, that | may preach there
also, because for this purpose | have come forth.”
Mark 1:38

By faith Jesus went aloneto His Father. His heavenly Fa-
ther told Him to move on to the next towns to preach. By faith
He obeyed the Father. One is reminded of Abraham:

By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go
out to the place which he would receive as an
inheritance. Hebrews 11:8
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Faith always seeks direction from the Father and livesin
obedience to those directions.

Likethe Apostle Paul, each believer can experience his
own crucifixion and permit Jesus to be his life. When we
do, the faith of Him Who abides in us keeps us looking to
the Father for directions and keeps usliving in obedienceto
those directions.

THE LONELINESS OF GRACE

When the brethren found out, they ... sent him out to
Tarsus. Acts11:30

The disciples sent Paul to Tarsus after the Jews threatened
his life soon after histhree year stay in Arabia where God re-
vealed to him his oneness with Christ.

In Galatians 2:1, the Apostle writes that he returned to
Jerusalem 14 years after the brethren sent him away. Thisrev-
elation of the 14 years along with a study of the Book of Acts,
shows that Paul was in Tarsus about ten years.

Paul must have needed these ten years to mature in his
understanding of what had been revealedto himin Arabia. Also,
he had time to mature in experiencing his oneness with Jesus
in crucifixion, burial, and resurrection.

Those ten years must have been lonely ones for Paul. He
surely experienced rejection—and possibly by hisown family.
Hewasnot in the center of the Christian movement. Most likely
he had no one with whom he could fellowship about the truths
of salvation by grace and living by grace.

Today, one who understands and experiences his oneness
with Christ may havealonelier life than before. God is provid-
ing the opportunity to meditate on and experience the new-
creation life. The loneliness may be something he has never
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experienced before. It may be difficult, but the blessings are
many.

In the early days of understanding and experiencing his
union with Christ, one believer testifies:

| am now allowing loneliness to be my companion.
But | am willing to experience loneliness—mostly
becauseinit | have opportunity to live out my oneness
with Christ. I am spending more time choosing,
believing, and experiencing my crucifixion, burial, and
resurrection. | am lonelier than I’ve ever been and
more at peace than I’ ve ever been.

In different ways God creates lonely circumstances for
those in the early days of understanding their union with
Christ. At times the loneliness can be very painful. But
growth in understanding and experiencing our union with
Christisworth it all.

ROBBING SATAN OF HISOPPORTUNE TIMES
... when the devil had ended every temptation, he
departed fromHimuntil an opportunetime. Luke4:13

Second Corinthians 2:11 revea s that believers should not
be ignorant of Satan’s devices.

... for we are not ignorant of his devices.

The broader passage indicates one of Satan’s opportune
times. In verse 10 Paul writes:

Now whomyou forgive anything, | also forgive...that
onefor your sakesinthe presenceof Chrigt, lest Satan
should take advantage of us ...

Satan considersabeliever’sunwillingnessto forgiveto be
an opportune time for tempting that believer.
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In Ephesians 4:26-27 Paul revealsanother opportunetime
for Satan. He writes:

“Be angry, and do not sin”: do not let the sun go down
on your wrath, nor give place to the devil.

The command to “be angry” is areference to righteous
indignation. The command that follows is that we should
not permit righteous indignation to continue over alengthy
period of time. Satan can take prolonged righteous indigna-
tion as an opportune time to tempt us to such things as bit-
terness and hate.

Certain circumstances in our lives have created oppor-
tune times for Satan to tempt us. Many of us can testify that
when we permit ourselves to live day after day in a state of
physical and emotional fatigue, we are creating for Satan an
opportune time.

In our times of prolonged fatigue we often lose our com-
munion with God—aloss which is helped along by Satan. We
are tempted to such things as fault-finding and damaging out-
bursts of anger.

When we live out the life of grace, we rob Satan of his
opportune times.

WINGSOF SILVER AND FEATHERS OF GOLD

Even while you sleep among the campfires, thewings
of my dove are sheathed with silver, its feathers with
shining gold. Psalm 68:13 (NIV)

Psalm 68:12 speaks of God giving victory to His people
over kings and armies—with His peopl e gathering the plunder.

The conquest of kings and people while His people slept
showed His people that their victories were from God and
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not themsel ves.

Referring to God'’s people as His “dove” vividly un-
derlines the same truth—the victories of God’s people in
battle were not the result of the power of man but the power
of God.

The dove's wings covered with silver and the feathers of
shinning gold illustrate the abundance of the plunder that God's
people take from the battles.

It is not difficult to see in this verse a beautiful picture of
God's people today—those who have received Jesus as Lord
and Savior and are living out their union with Christ.

They do not go forward with faith in themselves but with
faith in God. And time and time again they experience God-
sent victories.

Those who receive the filling of the Spirit can appropri-
ately bereferred to as doves.

Galatians 5:22 states that the fruit of the Spirit is
gentleness. When we arefilled with the Spirit Who is sym-
bolized by a dove, we are filled with the same gentleness.
In Matthew 10:16 Jesus sent out the twelveto be“... harm-
less as doves.”

The plunder symbolized by the wings of silver and feath-
ers of shining gold indicates the abundance of the God-given
blessings received by those walking in the Spirit.

Those blessings are personal. We have victories over the
negatives of our lives and we have the blessings of the many
positives of life.

In many different ways God touches othersthrough uswhen
we walk in the Spirit and are available to Him—giving us a
sense of meaning and fulfillment in life.
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RESURRECTION: SOURCE OF MEANINGFUL LIFE

If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things
which are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right
hand of God. Colossians 3:1

Theword “if” that begins Colossians 3:1 would be better
trandated “since.” Theideaisthat we have been raised spiritu-
ally with Christ and are seated at the right hand of God.

Romans 6:10-11 teaches the same truth. Verse 10 says,
“... thelifethat HelivesHelivesto God.” Verse 11 commands
usto believe we are dlive to God just as Jesus is alive to God.

From our position with Christ at the right hand of God, we
areto seek the things above. According to versetwo, we are to
“set our minds on things above, not the things on the earth.”

“Thethings above,” mentioned in Colossians 3:1 and 3.2,
include the plans God hasfor our lives because Paul followsin
versethreewith“For ... your lifeishidden with Christin God.”

“Hidden” means we understand what we are to do by di-
vine revelation. Paul precedes this statement with “For you
died,” meaning our know-it-all attitude has been crucified and
buried. When we experience our crucifixion and burial, we no
longer have to decide what to do next. We trust God—from our
position at Hisright hand—to reveal what we are to do next.

Verse four says, “Christ is our life.” Because our lifeis
hidden and Christisour life, we must have arevelation of what
Christ wants to do through us. When we know that, we know
what we are to do.

Imaginethethought: the crucified and resurrected Jesusliv-
ing again on earth through you. So we are commanded by Paul
in Romans 12:1 to present our bodiesasliving sacrificesto God.

With the gloriousrealization that the resurrected Jesuswill
live through us day by day, we count it a privilege to give our
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bodies to God. Experiencing the crucifixion and burial of our
know-it-all attitude makes the gift of our bodies to God pos-
sible and easy.

Such alifeis possible only because Jesus was crucified,
buried, and raised from the dead. The Easter Story has mean-
ing for us at this very moment. If we live on the level Paul
presentsin Colossians 3:1-4, we will have ameaningful life.

WATCHED CLOSELY

... they watched Him closely, whether He would heal
him on the Sabbath, so that they might accuse Him.
Mark 3:1-2

It wasthe Sabbath day. Jesus entered the synagoguewherehe
saw aman with awithered hand. The Jews wanted Jesus to heal
the man so they could criticize Him for healing on the Sabbath.

It would have been a positive experience for those watch-
ing Jesus had they were seeking to see in His countenance the
love and joy of God. Unfortunately, they wanted to see some-
thing to criticize.

In over 2000 years human nature has not changed. Today
some are watching the people of God, hoping to find someone
to accuse. Certainly, Satanisinthe hearts of unbelievers prompt-
ing them to find fault with God'’s children.

The most common excuse people give for not turning
to God is that they themselves live cleaner lives than some
church leaders.

When Jesus mentioned “ salt losing itsflavor,” He certainly
must have meant that it is possible for some of God’s children
to losetheir testimony and their impact for the L ord because of
their attitudes and actions. Some are watching us closely for
such failures.
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Paul had this possibility in mind when hewrotethe church
in Corinth.

... do all to the glory of God. Give no offense, either
to the Jews or to the Greeks or to the church of God
just as| also please all meninall things ... that they
may be saved. 1 Corinthians 10:31-33

Even though some are closely watching believersto find
reason to be critical, we can thank God that others are watch-
ing believers closely because they see something in them that
they want themselves.

People need to hear the Gospel of Jesus in order to be
saved. They also need to look at believers and see that God
changes those who trust in Jesus as Lord and Savior.

Aswelive out our union with Christ, wewill attract some
to salvation and disarm some of the critics.

“YOURWILL BE DONFE”

In this manner, therefore, pray: ... Your will be done
on earth asit isin heaven. Matthew 6:9-10

It is possible for us to know specifics about God’s will
on earth.

This statement about Jesus recorded in Hebrews 7:25 re-
veals one thing that is God' s will on earth.

... Heis also able to save to the uttermost those who
come to God through Him, since He always lives to
make intercession for them.

Jesus is continuously praying for the spiritual growth
of all of God’s children. Therefore, we are praying for God’s
will to be done on earth when we place the same petitions
before Him.
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Those of uswho experience our onenesswith Christ know
that we have grown more rapidly since we began living out
that oneness.

We are confident that all of God's children would grow
more rapidly by experiencing their union with Christ.

We can believe, therefore, that we are in the will of God
when we pray for all of His children to understand and experi-
encethe“in Christ” truths.

Wewould be praying for God'swill to be done on earth by
asking the Father to provide literature that teaches the mes-
sage of grace to al believers around the earth.

We also would pray for God's will to be done by asking
Him to reveal the “in Christ” truths to believers whose only
literatureisaBible.

Notice another petition Jesus suggested in the Lord's
Prayer.
Give usthisday our daily bread. Matthew 7:11

With these words Jesusimpliesthat the Lord's Prayer isa
daily prayer.

Think of what would happen if we would pray daily for
God to bring all of His children to the life of grace?

WORK OUT YOUR OWN SALVATION

...work out your own salvation with fear and trembling;
for itis God who worksin you both towill and to do for
His good pleasure. Philippians 2:12b-13

The New Testament teaches that our salvation isin three
tenses. We were saved when we received Jesus as Lord and
Savior. We will be saved when we go to be with the Lord. We
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are being saved as we grow as Christians.

In Philippians 2:12b-13 Paul writes to believers who
have been saved and who will be saved concerning their
“being saved.”

Paul tells his readers that God is working in them a
willingness to do His will and the power to do Hiswill. It
isthe believers' placeto live out that which God iswork-
ing in them.

Paul also informs his readers that they will bring pleasure
to the Lord when they live out what God is working in them.

In Philippians 1:24-25 Paul, considering whether he would
live or die, had written:

. to remain in the flesh is more needful for you.
And being confident of this, | know that | shall
remain and continue with you all for your progress
and joy of faith ...

With these two verses Paul reduces Christian growth to
progressand joy in faith. When wework out what God iswork-
ing in us, we will grow in faith—and a growing faith brings
pleasure to God.

We grow in faith through reading and understanding the
Scriptures and through our prayers that God answers. We
grow in faithwhen we engage in God-directed Christian min-
istries. We grow in faith by thanking God for all of our cir-
cumstances.

God, then, isworking in usadesire and ability to read our
Bibles, to pray, to engage in Christian ministries, to be thank-
ful for our circumstances. And He works in us the ability and
strength “to do” those things He isworking in us.

We arrive at our greatest ability to work out what God is
working in when we live out our oneness with Christ.
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THE SUBSTITUTIONARY LIFE OF JESUS

When Christ, who is our life, is revealed, then you
will be revealed with Him in glory. Colossians 3:4
(NASB)

We have often heard of the substitutionary death of Jesus—
He died for us on the cross. Colossians 3:4 expresses the sub-
stitutionary life of Jesus. This same verse also says that when
God reveals what Jesus wills to do through us, we receive a
revelation of what we are to do.

When spiritually uninformed people see the miraculous
life of Jesuslived out in the believer, they often respond with
something like, “ That man is an amazing person.”

An excellent biblical example of thisisin Acts 14. When
Paul and Barnabaswerein Lystraon their first missionary jour-
ney, Paul saw that a crippled man had the faith to be healed.
Paul said to the man, “ Stand up straight on your feet.” Theman
stood up.

Now when the people saw what Paul had done, they
raised their voices, saying in the Lycaonian language,
“The gods have come down to us in the likeness of
men!” Acts14:11

In a less dramatic way, the same is true of Spirit-filled
believers today. We see the wisdom of Christ in them and call
them wise. We see the love of Christ in them and say, “He has
such aspirit of love.”

The Spirit-filled believer knows the wisdom and love that
people seein him are the wisdom and love of Christ—and not
his own.

Receiving Jesus as our substitutionary life starts with a
sense of need. We realize that our own quality of life—things
like our wisdom and love—have resulted in failure and per-
haps tragedy. When we are in that state of mind, we are ready
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for Jesus to be our life.

When that desire is accompanied with the knowledge
that we are crucified, buried, and resurrected, we are ready
for Jesus to express Himself through us.

We receive Him as our substitutionary life by living out
the commands of Romans 6:11-13.

THE LITTLE CHILDREN

And hetook themup in hisarms, put his hands upon
them, and blessed them. Mark 10:16

No other passage in the New Testament reveals more
vividly the tenderness of Jesus than those relating His love
for little children.

The Apostle Paul gave attention to children. He wrote:

And you, fathers, do not provoke your children to
wrath, but bring them up in the training and
admonition of the Lord. Ephesians 6:4

Somelittle children arenot loved. Someare abused. The
Child Protective Agencies created by government entitiesare
testimonies to the vulnerability of little children

Little children are completely helpless and require the
care of someonewho isfilled with love, joy, peace, patience,
wisdom, meekness, and kindness to give them attention.

The Holy Spirit produces these qualities in us who are
believers. Therefore, little children need the care of one who
isfilled with the Holy Spirit.

We can be filled with the Holy Spirit by living out the
life of grace.

Thisrealization placeson thosewho live by graceasense
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of urgency to promote the message of grace. But how canwe
do so?

We can do so by continuing to provide examples to other
parents to turn to the life of grace themselves.

The message of living by grace can be promoted through
prayer—believers continually asking the Heavenly Father to
reveal this message to other believers.

The message of grace can be promoted through personal
testimonies and through teaching the Scriptures that express
how one may enter into the life of grace.

Thereareno perfect children, but many parentshave proven
that living out the life of grace has enabled them to raise their
children with the qualities produced by the Holy Spirit.

SPIRITUAL REFRESHING

For we have great joy and consolation in your love,
because the hearts of the saints have been refreshed
by you, brother. Philemon 1:7

In this verse Paul is commending Philemon for hispartin
refreshing the saints in Colosse. In addition Paul commends
Philemon for refreshing him. As he writesin verse 20:

Yes, brother, let me have joy from you in the Lord;
refresh my heart in the Lord.

In 2 Timothy 1:16 Paul implies that he often needed re-
freshment. He writes:

The Lord grant mercy to the household of
Onesiphorus, for he often refreshed me ...

In these verses Paul expresses aneed in his own life that
isaneed of al believersin times of difficult circumstances or
depression—perhaps this need comes because of our failures.
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Bible reading and prayer are refreshing. However, all of
Paul’s references to refreshment concern its supply coming
from other believers.

We should be open to God'’s refreshing us through one or

more of His children. We also need to be available to God as a
source of refreshment to others.

Paul mentions this mutual work of refreshment in his let-
ter to the church at Rome. He writes:

... that I may come to you with joy by the will of
God, and may be refreshed together with you.
Romans 15:32

How can we best provide the spiritual refreshment to our
brothers and sistersin Christ?

When we permit Christ to be our substitutionary life,
He becomes the source of refreshment for fellow believers
through us.

“WHAT ISTHAT TOYOU ...7"

“...what isthat to you? You follow me.” John 21:22

Jesus' command to Peter, which weread in thisverse, took
place at the Sea of Galilee—following Jesus' resurrection.

This is part of the famous discussion when Jesus asked
Peter three times if he loved Him. Jesus continued that part of
the conversation with the prediction that Peter would die on a
cross. He then said to Peter, “Follow me.”

Jesus and Peter must have been walking alone with John
following them. Peter turned and saw John and said, “What
will thisman do?’ Jesus responded with, “If 1 will that he re-
main till | come, what is that to you? You follow me.”
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Jesus’ second command to follow him indicates Peter’'s
hesitation to follow Jesus to a cross. And who would blame
Peter for his hesitancy?

Some who have been exposed to the message of their
union with Christ in crucifixion, burial, and resurrection
have had experiences similar to Peter’s. They hesitate to
enter into that life.

Some hesitate because they know very few believerswho
have entered into thelife of unionwith Christ. It isnot a popu-
lar message. It is not a popular life.

Even though embracing the message of living out our
union with Christ unquestionably puts usin the minority among
believers, Jesus would say to all those who have been con-
fronted with the message of grace: “What is that to you? Fol-
low me”

If you areinthat mode of hesitation, those who havetaken
the route of crucifixion, burial, and resurrection with Christ
would say, “ The victories and blessings are countless. We en-
courage you to take that step of faith with us.”

FORGETTING THE PAST

Brethren, ... one thing | do, forgetting those things
which are behind ... | press toward the goal for the
prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.
Philippians 3:13-14

In Philippians 3:13 Paul indicates that he has reduced his
desireinlifeto onething. In Philippians 3:10-11 he expresses
that desire. It is living continually in the heavenlies. In
Philippians 3:14 Paul describesliving inthe heavenliesas*the
prize of the upward call.”

In Philippians 3:13 Paul indicates that in order to realize
his desire he must forget the things of the past.
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Paul isnot thinking of the thoughts and actions of the past
being erased from his memory. He is thinking of forgetting in
the sense of not permitting the past to hinder his spiritual de-
sireto livein the heavenlies.

While there may be a number of things in our memory
about the past that could hinder our spiritua growth, two things
seem to be the most prevalent.

One hindranceisfor past spiritual successesto so fill our
minds that we lose the desire for possible spiritual growth in
the present and in the future.

Perhaps a more devastating hindrance to our spiritual
growth is continual thoughts of foolish and sinful things from
our past days.

Suppose someone goesto afriend or family member with
adeep sense of regret and repentance for some sin against that
person. Then the offended one says, “1 accept your apology.
Now forget it.” Heisnot saying the sinful acts should be erased
from memory. He is saying, “Your sinful act will in no way
affect our relationship.”

When we confess our sinsto God, Heforgivesus. And He
does not want our sinsand foolish acts of the past to hinder our
spiritual growth now and in the future.

In fact, God can use spiritual failures of our past to reveal
to us our need to change and to increase our passion for spiri-
tual growth in the present and future.

“INA MANNER WORTHY OF THE SAINTS’
... that you may receive her in the Lord in a manner
worthy of the saints ... Romans 16:2

Phoebe, alady from the church in Cenchrea, either deliv-
ered Paul’sletter to the Romans or shewas with thosewho did.
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In Romans 1:7 Paul called the members of the church of
Rome “saints.” Now he is encouraging them to live up to that
name.

In Romans 16:2 Paul suggests that the church receive
Phoebe“in amanner worthy of thesaints” by giving her awarm
welcome and by assisting her with any needs that she might
have.

A saint is a person that is set apart to God. When a saint
lives like one, he lives alife of response to the leadership of
God. The saint is open to God’s direction.

For the church at Rome living up to the name “saint”
meant giving Phoebe awarm welcome and assisting her with
her needs.

When Paul told the church to give Phoebe a warm wel-
come and assistance, he put a special burden on them. This
surely would get their attention. Since they were saints, they
wereto live like saints.

It iscommon knowledge among sportsfansthat when ath-
letes play for teams that have a reputation for being winners,
the athletes elevate their play to a higher level.

Paul uses that same type of motivation with the Romans.
Thebelievers of the church at Romewere saints. Paul expected
themto live as saints.

All believers are saints—God has separated us to Himself
so that He might live out His desires through us. Now the bur-
den of living likeasaint is on us.

Paul usesthewords“inthe Lord” to introduce the idea of
the Romans living up to the same “saint.”

The point is that believers live as saints as they live out
their union with Christ in crucifixion, burial, and resurrection.
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FROM FAITH TO FAITH

... the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to
faith; asit iswritten, “ The just shall live by faith.”
Romans 1:17

The New Testament teaches two types of righteousness.
Oneisdeclared righteousness—called “justification.”

When one by faith receives Jesus as L ord and Savior God
justifies him. That is, God declares him to be righteousness.
This does not mean that immediately he becomes a righteous
person. It does mean that God will relate to him asthough heis
asrighteous as Jesus. And it means that he has the potential to
be righteous.

The second type of righteousnesstaught in the New Testa-
ment is realized righteousness. This means that we actually
become a righteous person.

Realized righteousness also is ours by faith. Read Paul’s
statement in Philippians 3:8-9

| also count all thingsloss ... that | may gain Christ
and be found in Him, not having my own
righteousness, which is from the law, but that which
isthrough faith in Christ, the righteousness which is
from God by faith ...

From the moment Paul received Jesus as Savior and Lord,
hewasjustified—the L ord declared him to be righteous. From
that moment on, the Father related to him as though he was as
righteous as Jesus.

But Paul’s expressions of Philippians 3:8-9 make it plain
that he needed a realized righteousness.

He knew that the realized righteousness would come
through hisfaith and not by trying to keep the law.
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Romans 5:17 sayswe must continue to receive righteous-
ness. Romans 6:14 states that when we obey the commands of
6:11-13, weareunder grace. That is, wearenow living by faith
and receiving the realized righteousness. God isliving out His
righteousness through us.

We never generate righteousness by our own efforts. We
receive righteousness—which is from faith to faith.

WHEN GOD WAITSON US

Then Joshua said to the children of Israel: “How
long will you neglect to go and possess the land
which the Lorp God of your fathers has given you?”
Joshua 18:3

The Israglites had begun the conquest of Canaan. How-
ever, seven tribes had not yet found a placeto settle. Thewords
of Joshuareveal that God waswaiting on the I sraelitesto press
on with the conquest of the land.

Whilethereismuch in the Scriptures concerning our wait-
ing on God, there is also an emphasis on God waiting on us.
Joshua s statement concerning the conquest of Canaanisaclas-
sic example of that fact.

When God iswaiting on usto act, we know that thereisa
price that must be paid.

Chiefly, we hinder God's plans and desires for spiritual
conguests.

The author of Psalm 78:41 captured this truth concerning
the Israglite nation.

Yes, again and again they tempted God, And limited
the Holy One of Israel.

Surely, we are amazed at the fact that we could place limi-
tations on God. But we do. He works through His children.
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When we are not available for those things He desires to ac-
complish through us, we have limited Him.

When God hasto wait for usto give him full possession of
our lives, those He would blessthrough our availability to Him
pay aprice.

If God is waiting on us, we ourselves are also paying a
price. When we are not availableto God, we are not experienc-
ing the Christian growth that God wills for us. We are not ex-
periencing the thrill of being used by God to bring blessing to
others. We are not experiencing the peace and joy God desires
to give us.

If we will continually live out the new-creation life, God
will not be waiting on us.

THE HIDDEN WISDOM OF GOD

However, we speak wisdom among those who are
mature ... we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery,
the hidden wisdom which God ordained before the
ages for our glory ... 1 Corinthians 2:6-7

In 1 Corinthians 2:6-7 Paul reveals severa things about
the hidden wisdom of God. God ordained it before the ages. It
isfor the spiritually mature. And it isfor theglory of believers.

Hidden truths can be understood only asthey arerevealed
by the Holy Spirit—who haslivedin all of God'schildren since
the day of Pentecost.

In 1 Corinthians 2:9 Paul quotes a passage from Isaiah
indicating that in Isaiah’s day the hidden wisdom had not been
revealed.

Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, Nor have entered
into the heart of man The things which God has
prepared for those who love Him.
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However, in verse 10 Paul writes:
But God has revealed them to us through His Spirit.
Paul writesin 1 Corinthians 2:12:

Now we have received ... the Spirit who isfrom God,
that we might know the things that have been freely
given to us by God.

God's hidden wisdomisHisplan of free giftsto believers.

The overall message of these passages is that God will
grant unlimited blessing to all believerswho will learn of these
blessings as they Holy Spirit reveals them through the Scrip-
tures.

We can continue to receive the filling of the Holy Spirit
for His revelations as we continue to experience our crucifix-
ion, burial, and resurrection.

FINDING LIFE

For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but
whoever loses his life for My sake and the gospel’s
will saveit. Mark 4:35

In Mark 4:35 Jesus uses the words “save’ and “lose” in
two different ways.

Consider theword “save.” Oneway for usto saveour lives
means to be in control of our lives. On the other hand to save
our lives means to experience ultimate fulfillment in life.

Now consider the word “lose.” On one hand it means to
give up control of our lives, while on the other hand it means
to miss out on afulfilled life.

In verse 34 Jesus introduced His statement about finding
and losing our lives with:
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Whoever desires to come after Me, let him deny
himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me.

With these words Jesus makesit plain that oneloses his
life by denying himself—in order to yield control of hislife
to God.

The phrase, losing our livesisto deny ourselves, isunder-
lined by the statement of Jesus in verse 35 that we will save
our lives by losing them for His sake and the gospel’s.

When the Apostle Paul teachesthe crucifixion of our flesh,
ishereferring to Jesus' statement about taking up our cross? It
seemsthat heis.

When we experience the crucifixion of our flesh, we give
up our point of view of what weareto do next. That is, welose
our lives so that God may have full control of them.

In experiencing the crucifixion of our flesh, we give up
our lives. In experiencing our crucifixion, we arefilled with
the Holy Spirit who gives us the abundant life. In other
words, when we experience crucifixion, we lose our lives
and we save our lives,

SPIRITUAL INCREMENTALISM

~just as you presented your members as slaves of
uncleanness, and of lawlessness leading to more
lawl essness, so now present your members as slaves
of righteousness for holiness. Romans 6:19

Romans 6:19 is a statement about “ spiritual changes by
increments.” Physically, this is like a person regaining his
strength after alengthy illnessin which hismuscletoneislost.
He gains alittle strength every day.

Spiritually, the unbeliever gradually becomes the slave to
sin. He goes from “uncleanness’ to “lawlessness’ and then to
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“more lawlessness.”

This passage al so speaks of incremental Christian growth.
Paul writes:

... SO now present your members as slaves of
righteousness for holiness. Romans 6:19

In Romans 6:16 Paul said:

Do you not know that to whom you present your selves
slaves to obey, you are that one's slaves whom you
obey, whether of sin leading to death, or of obedience
leading to righteousness?

According to verse 16 we can become slaves of righteous-
ness by continuing to obey obedience. This strange statement
“0obeying obedience” isareferenceto our obeying thefive com-
mands found in Romans 6:11-13.

In Romans 6:19 Paul introduces anew thought to the mes-
sage of Christian growth. “Holiness’ is the result of our pre-
senting ourselves to God as instruments of righteousness.

Each time we present ourselves to God as instruments of
righteousness, we make oursel ves availableto God. At that time
weare“holy.” That is, we are separated to God.

When over aperiod of yearswe areincreasingly available
to God, we arrive at a spiritual state the Scriptures call “holi-
ness.” Thisstate of “holiness’ isalsoreferred to as* sanctifica
tion.” And we arrive there one step at atime.

THOSE OTHER EVANGELISTS

Who then is Paul, and who is Apollos, but ministers
through whomyou believed, asthe Lord gave to each
one? | planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the
increase. 1 Corinthians 3:5-7

In 1 Corinthians 3:5-7 Paul refers to Apollos and himself
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as ministers “through whom you believed.” He is obviously
thinking of the salvation experiences of the Corinthians.

According to the Book of Acts, Paul led some Corin-
thians to Christ before Apollos had arrived there. The state-
ment in 1 Corinthians 3:5 must mean that Apollos was in-
fluential in bringing other people to Christ that Paul had
previously witnessed to.

Paul’s statement about sowing and watering is similar to
the statement of Jesus recorded in John 4:36-37.

And he who reaps receives wages, and gathers fruit
for eternal life, that both he who sows and he who
reaps may rejoice together. For in this the saying is
true: ‘ One sows and another reaps.’

While there is a likeness between the statements of Jesus
and Paul. Paul introduces athird featureto thework of evange-
lism. Apollos reaped some converts by leading them to Christ.
However, theterm “watered” impliesmore. It impliesthat those
who learned how to be saved were encouraged to give their
heartsto the Lord.

In Christian circles today it is common knowledge that
“sowers’ and “reapers’ are comparatively few.

It isal so common knowledgethat the vast mgjority of those
involved in evangelism are those who “water.”

Jesus says that those who sow and those who reap will
rejoice together. In 1 Corinthians 3:7 Paul writes that the one
who sows and the one who waters will receive areward.

Many evangelicals know ways they can encourage the
unsaved to come to Christ.

If we will live out the new-creation life with a view to
participating in the salvation of the lost, God will reveal the
specifics of what we should do to influence soulstoward Jesus.
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GOD’'SFELLOW WORKERS

For we are God'sfellowworkers... 1 Corinthians 3:9

Some of the believers in the church at Corinth were fol-
lowers of Paul and some of them were followers of Apollos.

In order to counteract thisdivision, in 1 Corinthians 3:5-6
Paul reminds some of them of their conversion to Christ:

Who then is Paul, and who is Apollos, but ministers
through whomyou believed, asthe Lord gave to each
one? | planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the
increase.

In 1 Corinthians 3:7 Paul follows with: “neither he who
plants is anything nor he who waters, but God who gives the
increase.”

Paul follows this statement of self deprecation by stating
inverse 9 that he and Apollos are “ God's fellow workers.”

Paul seems to contradict himself. In one breath he and
Apollos are nothing. In the next breath they are God's fellow
workers. His point is: God brought the Corinthians to Jesus,
but He used the human instruments of Paul and A pollosto com-
plete the work.

It can be said that anytime God uses a mere human being
to bring about His will, that person is God's fellow worker.

Jesus must have had reference to this plan of God whenin
John 5:17 He said:

... My Father hasbeen working until now, and | have
been working.”

Throughout the Book of John, Jesus made it plain that
He initiated nothing. He was available to the Father. He and
the Father are one. But at the same time He was a fellow
worker with the Father.
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All of God's children have the honor of being God's fel-
low workers. When we areliving out our new-creation life, we
will be available to God and He will work through us.

God initiates and we respond. All power for success in
any ministry or service, though, must come from Him.
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OTHER BOOKSAVAILABLE

Other books teaching the life of grace are available at a
very affordable cost through the offices of David Kuykendall
Ministries. We make no profitsfrom the sale of our books. You
can order books by mail or phone.

318 N. Brighton
Dallas, Texas 75208
214-943-4473 or 972-617-0354

You also can order through our Web Site or by email.
Those addresses are:
www.livingbygrace.org
kuykendalld@sbcglobal .net

OUR ONENESSWITH CHRIST WORKBOOK: astudy
of the believer’s oneness with Christ by its various themes. In
this edition we have combined the workbook with the previ-
ous edition of OUR ONENESSWITH CHRIST.

NUESTRA UNION CON CRISTO: trandation of OUR
ONENESSWITH CHRIST in Spanish.

INTRODUCTION TO OUR ONENESSWITH CHRIST:
a brief introductory presentation of the basic truths of the
believer’s oneness with Christ.

CAIN-LIKENESSTO CHRIST-LIKENESS: another com-
panion book to ONENESS. The first three chapters are a di-
gest of OUR ONENESSWITH CHRIST. The book then broad-
ensthe concept of the believer’s onenesswith Christ revealing
specific changesthe Lord bringsinto thelives of believerswho
experience their oneness with Christ.



HERE'S LIFE: a verse-by-verse exposition of Romans
5:12-8:39 which isthe most extensive passage setting forth the
truths of the believer’sonenesswith Christ in crucifixion, burial,
and resurrection. Thisisespecially helpful to those who desire
verse-by-verse Bible study.

ASSURANCE: asub-title of thisbook is“You Can Know
for Sure.” The book sets forth the teachings of 1 John on how
believerscan know for surethey are children of God. Dr. Gene
Reynolds, the author, usesthe analogy of vital signsinthe physi-
cal realm to develop the vital signsin the spiritual realm.

THE PURSUIT OF THE UPWARD CALL: an exposi-
tion of Philippians 3:1-14. The passage reveals that Paul’s
one passion was an unceasing experience of life in the heav-
enlies. He expresses his approach for arriving at such an ex-
perience. Other passages are used to discuss the blessings of
lifein the heavenlies.

A GRACEFUL BODY WORKBOOK: an exposition of
Ephesians 5:22-33, the most important discussion of thetheme
of marriagein the entire New Testament. The passage usesthe
human body as an analogy for the marriage relationship—the
husband is the head and the wife is the body. The book shows
that couples achieve such ahigh view of marriage through each
living out union with Christ in crucifixion, burial, and resur-
rection. A workbook feature follows each chapter.

THE NEW-CREATION LIFE: develops the thought of 2
Corinthians 5:17 that it is those who are “in Christ” who are
the new-creation ones. The books shows that because the new-
creation ones are in Christ the are crucified, buried, and resur-
rected—and that iswhat makesthem new creations. The books
dealswith the beginning, the infancy, the growth, and the eter-
nal existence of the new-creation ones.



